
 

 

 
Summer Reading 2019 

Upper School Humanities 
Humanities II 

 

Unit:  The Summer of Justice! 
 
 

Task 1:  Reading Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? by Michael Sandel 
Skills:  Critical Reading, Reflection, Writing 
Disposition: Curious, Open-minded, Diligent  
Activity: 

1. Read and annotate chapters 1- 6 and 8 of Justice by Michael Sandel.  This book is a difficult 
text; please allow yourself the time and patience to digest it carefully.  You must have this 
book in hard copy; your annotations must be hand-written.  Go nuts, get crazy, and mark 
that book up! 

 

Why annotate?  Am I doing it right?  What if I just draw wee snails battling knights 
in the margins– can I still get credit for this assignment?  Answers to all your 
wildest annotation questions can be found here: Annotation Instructions 

 

2. After you’ve read each chapter, write a ~150 word response to what you’ve read.  In this 
response, please do the following:  

○ Briefly explain the “big ideas” of each chapter. You might reference some of 
the chapter’s anecdotes or case studies, but try to keep a laser-like focus on 
the broad philosophical concepts at hand. Please do not summarize the entire 
chapter; highlight and explain its major philosophical ideas. 

○ Then reflect on these big ideas and moral problems. You don’t need to 
answer all of the following questions; these are just some engine-starting 
prompts. 

■ What questions do you have about the chapter?  Which ideas need 
further clarification? 

■ In your opinion, what was appealing or problematic about the 
philosophical ideas discussed in this chapter?  

■ What’s your take on a particular moral dilemma discussed in this 
chapter? 

■ How do some of the ideas or issues discussed in this chapter relate to 
our essential questions:  What does it mean to be human? What is 
justice?  What are our social responsibilities— what do we owe to 
each other?  

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justice:_What%27s_the_Right_Thing_to_Do%3F
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/why-were-medieval-knights-always-fighting-snails-1728888/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ae-PrrLT6SAvhSu4mdFXjGH0JjoGwXwb7HsrsJndy-4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ae-PrrLT6SAvhSu4mdFXjGH0JjoGwXwb7HsrsJndy-4/edit?usp=sharing


 

Got Questions?  Email Dr. Jeck at erika.jeck@woosterschool.org  
 

Task 2:  Looking at the World through the eyes of Justice - Analyze a Moral Problem 
Skills:  Critical Thinking, Ideation, Writing 
Disposition:  Analytical, Creative, Independent  
Activities: 

1. A philosophy is only as useful as it is practical, so we’re asking you to apply Justice to your 
life, your interests, and/or the real world.  After you’ve finished the book, choose a specific 
moral conflict that interests you. This conflict can be almost anything, so long as an 
identifiable moral quandary lies at its root. A few possibilities: 

○ a social, economic, or political conflict currently in the news  
Example: Should farmers use certain herbicides, if they can’t control its vapor from drifting 
and killing neighbors’ crops? 

○ an ongoing international crisis  
Example: What, if anything, does the global community owe to climate refugees? 

○ a particular conflict from history  
Example: The end of WWII and Truman’s decision to bomb Hiroshima and Nagasaki  

○ a dilemma from a favorite book, movie, or TV show  
Example: Would it be wrong to violently abuse robots that have developed artificial feelings, 
as in HBO’s Westworld?  

○ a conflict from your own personal experience 
Example: you could even talk about a fight with your brother over who’s responsible for 
unloading the dishwasher, if you truly believe there’s a moral component to this conflict!  

2. Once you’ve selected a specific conflict, describe this conflict focusing on the moral 
problem at its core in ~75 words.  If you’re discussing something from the news, history, or 
novel/movie/TV, please include a link to at least one relevant, informative web page (such 
as a news story, wikipedia page, or book review). 

3. In another ~75 words, apply two different philosophical lenses to this conflict, and 
discuss what justice would look like according to these two divergent philosophies.  Do you 
think one philosophical perspective provides a better, more just approach to your selected 
conflict than the other? 

○ Examples: What would a just solution to the refugee crisis look like from the perspective of 
Libertarianism vs. John Rawls? What does justice look like in the Avengers’ fight against Thanos 
according to Utilitarianism vs. Immanuel Kant?  

 

Major philosophies/philosophers discussed in Justice: 
● Utilitarianism (Jeremy Bentham & John Stuart Mill) 
● Libertarianism   
● Immanuel Kant 
● John Rawls  
● Aristotle 

 
IN SUMMARY: At the start of the school year, you will need to share three learning artifacts: 

1. Book Annotations   
2. Chapter Responses (explain and reflect; ~150 words each) 
3. Moral Problem Analysis (analyze a conflict using 2 moral philosophies; ~150 words) 

⭑Chapter Responses & Analysis should be completed on a single GoogleDoc titled “Justice”⭑ 
Here is the Grading Rubric for this assignment.  

mailto:erika.jeck@woosterschool.org
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