
by Luke Gilson ‘08

As November 2 draws ever closer Americans begin to
examine the values and, more importantly, the policies of
the presidential candidates. But there seems to be some-
thing different this year. The Democrats' message doesn't
seem to be able to get through. But it seems instead that
Mr. Bush has such little faith in his own policies that he
just won't talk about them, such as Iraq or the economy.
Plan B: insult The Johns.

Bush says that he'll reduce the deficit, but keep the tax
breaks and spend more money throughout the govern-
ment.  He talks about pouring money into program after
program after program.  This simply does not make fiscal
sense. Kerry proposes to roll back tax cuts for the rich
and to put a cap on spending so the government will
have real limits.  There are numerous other ways Kerry
will cut spending.

Mr. Bush also repealed the Clean Air Act while at the
same time claiming to be saving the environment.  He
also made it so there is no limit on the gas efficiency of
cars.  John Kerry has a much more rational approach to
the problem, he will simply bring back the clean air act,
use superfund money more wisely, and force companies
that damage the land to bring it back to its original state.

But there does seem to be one main theme to this par-
ticular election: who will be the better commander in
chief?  Kerry volunteered for Vietnam and Bush conquere
two countries.  Afghanistan is in shambles.  Iraq is a vio-
lent mess, with over 1,000 American troops dead.  Yet,
more Americans prefer Bush.  So, when you're picking a
commander in chief, either pick someone who has suc-
cessfully invaded two countries and has yet to truly
rebuild them or someone who will make the right choices
with American lives in the years to come.

When you're finally thinking of your presidential
pick, think of a few things first. Do you want a president
who thinks the more money you spend the more money
you get, that thinks the environment doesn't matter and
that it's okay if an AK-47 is a common household item?
Or do you want to choose the candidate who will shrink
the deficit, save the environment, keep violent weapons
off the street, and most importantly make wise decisions
with American armed forces?

by Carl Wolk ‘08

This election is key.  The voters will be deciding on
who can do a better job.  John Kerry has not been given
the chance to prove himself, but, he did vote against the
first Gulf War and to decrease defense spending after the
first WTCbombing. He was also against the Reagan
arms build-up that brought down the USSR.  He con-
tributed to the political move that critically lowered the
amount of intelligence officers on the ground.  He wants
negotiations with North Korea to be bi-lateral.    Kerry
also wants to join the International Criminal Court,
where our citizens can be prosecuted for political gain or
other corrupt reasons.

President Bush has been able to prove himself worthy.
He is modernizing our army, funding to put long-range
missiles in former nuclear subs and proposed BioShield,
which would research next-generation vaccines.  The
Pentagon is researching the possibility of unmanned aeri-
al and underwater vehicles, and using space based radar
and control centers.  President Bush has created and
funded the Department of Homeland Security, the TTIC
and a cyber security center.  The Smart Border declara-
tion and the Container Security Initiative have helped
secure our ports and borders.  He has also increased secu-
rity at water supplies, power plants, bridges and subway
systems.  Our skies are safer - 100% baggage screening,
the Air Marshall program, and firearms in the cockpit.
This is why I support the president.  

I believe that President Bush has done the best on the
economy.  He turned the economy around by making tax
cuts, which benefit small businesses.  He decreased the
tax burden on families.  Jobs are on the uprise and more
will be created under a futureBush administration.
Income and homeownership are up, and interest rates are
down. The stock market has rebounded.

I believe President Bush did the right thing in going
into Iraq; he had a moral obligation to do so.  It would
have been irresponsible not to take Saddam Hussein out
of power.

I believe President Bush will protect America best.
Another four years with Bush means a prosperous econo-
my, the destruction of terrorists, and safer and more con-
fident America.
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Election 2004THE VOTE
by Samantha Sommers ‘05

As the deadline for new voters in New York to register
for this election passed on October 8, (and election day
on November 2) I couldn't help but feel as though I was
narrowly missing out on one of the most controversial
elections in recent decades.  My birthday misses voter reg-
istration deadline by three months to the day and I will
now have to wait four long years until the opportunity to
take part in a presidential election rolls around again.
On top of that, I can't imagine the next election could be
much more exciting than this one.  So, on November 2
while many friends of mine will be out "Rocking the
Vote,” I won't be rocking much at all.  

Perhaps if it weren't for the tremendous efforts being
undertaken to increase voter turnout this year (especially
first - time voters) my feelings of disappointment would
be somewhat quelled.  But, that is not the case.  Daily I
am bombarded with ad campaigns and incentive pro-
grams to bring the youth of America to the polls.
Everything from pavement pounding to holding rock
concerts has been used to create excitement among young
adults about voting in this year's election.  I recently read
an article that explained that Rock the Vote, in conjunc-
tion with 7-Eleven and Sunkist soda, has set up kiosks in
convenience stores so that new voters can register and
registered voters can fill out pledge cards while they buy a
soda - discounts are available for participants.  It's
because of examples like these that I feel the conflict
between being thrown around in an environment that is
positively electric with pro-voting energy, and being arbi-
trarily deemed not ready to participate.  

This leaves me (and so many others on the cusp of
adulthood) in a frustrated position.  The frustration
stems from the encouragement teens receive to take a live-
ly interest in political issues, presidential candidates, and
the voting process because the voice of the people is an
important one, and we are being trained to exercise that
voice.  But right now, that's all our involvement is - exer-
cise.  We are going through all the training to become
educated and active voters but we are missing the chance
to be in the starting lineup this November.  The situation
isn't very fulfilling. 

Another element that contributes to pre-voter frustra-
tion is the daunting statistic that only 45% of our eligible
population voted in the last presidential election.  That's
a hard percentage to stomach when you're the one hear-
ing, "You can't vote just yet, wait a little while longer".
Over half the population shrugged the vote and now mil-
lions of their younger counterparts are chomping anx-
iously at the bit.  Why does such a gamut exist?  Will the
efforts of organizations like Rock the Vote pay off this
time around?  

I guess I should clarify that I'm not arguing that the
voting age should be lowered (though I am open to the
idea of revamping the voter eligibility criteria to have less
to do with age), I'm just expressing my own frustration
and disappointment that I'm not able to make my voice
heard this time around.  So, if you were eligible, I hope
that you went to the polls, because there are those of us
who are still waiting to get in line.



by Colleen Farrell ‘08

It's not every day that you go to a school where your
oldest sister graduates cum laude with the highest G.P.A.
in her class, where your brother is (and has been for the
past two years) the star of the cross country team, and
where your other sister made the varsity basketball team
in the seventh grade. So, as an eleven-year-old, getting a
100% on my spelling test wasn't exactly an accomplish-
ment to go down in the record books. But things have
changed since fifth grade. Katie is now in college, Maggie
has gone on to play
more competitive basket-
ball, and Jack is in his
senior year. Think that
lessens the pressure? Not
a bit.

Okay, so maybe I've
exaggerated, but being
the fourth out of five
isn't always a walk in the
park. I often get asked if
I'm as fast as my brother
(uh, what do you
think?), if I'm going to
play varsity basketball
this year (ditto), or if prefect is in my near future. People
seem to think that I'm going to be naturally gifted at
everything my siblings are, or even if I'm not gifted, at
least interested. So in hopes of pleasing, this has instilled
in me a want to be like my brothers and sisters from a
young age.

For instance, as a seven-year-old aspiring to be a Spice
Girl, I was jealous that Maggie got to be Sporty in our
music video. Sporty was the coolest one, and, to my
thinking, anything that Maggie got to be/have and I did-
n't, was automatically cooler. But she was the sporty one,
and I was always on the sidelines when it came to sports.
So, I decided to find my own haven in figure skating. It
worked for a few years, but I didn't have that striking
natural talent I wanted. By the time I quit skating I was
interested in basketball, but I was already three years
behind my sister, and I didn't have a team to play on. 

In times of boredom, I often looked to my brother.
While I did get to star in quite a few of his home pro-
ductions, I was never actually imaginative enough to
write one of my own; I was satisfied to have any part at
all. I liked drama, but again, I wasn't some breathtaking
actress. So, I gave music (one of my brother's other pas-
sions) a shot. I decided I'd try my hands (pun intended)
at the piano, which he had been plucking away at for the
past few years. But try as I might, my skill level wouldn't
surpass his until he took a year off from piano. 

And then there's Katie. We share many qualities, but
she's probably the one I strove to be the most like as a
kid (more in personality than talents). I wanted to dress
like her (though I can't imagine why when I look at
some old pictures - no offense Kate), and be part of her
big girl sleepovers. I wanted to be bossy like her (a feat I
have been more than able to accomplish in certain cir-
cumstances), and smart like her. I even begged her to
give me makeovers after I saw her massacre countless
Barbie’s faces and hair. 

Yet things have also changed since I was little. I still
look up to these people, but I've grown more into my
own person. I still consider myself to be a combination
of my three older siblings (in interests and somewhat in
personality), and yet there are many ways in which I dif-
fer from each of them. Establishing my own identity
becomes a new process everyday. I've learned that I don't
need to accomplish all the same things as others, but
also, that it's not necessarily a bad thing to follow in
someone else's footsteps. Some paths have already been
paved for me, and some I have yet to pave.

THE GENERAL

by Anne Woodward ‘07

On the first day of class, Upper School history teacher
Mr. Levy asked his students to list all of the brand names
of beers that they could come up with.  All of the stu-
dents thought of at least five and as many as fourteen.
Then he asked the class to write down the last four presi-
dents (not including the current one), and this brought
about a very different result.  They all named Clinton, a
few got Bush Sr., and none got beyond that.  What does
this prove? Have American teenagers been brainwashed

by pop culture?
Most Americans do know more

about topics such as beer companies
because of the constant bombard-
ment Americans receive from popu-
lar companies such as Budweiser.
Many Americans know more about
topics such as beer than they do
about the history of their country.
Though this tends to be more true
of American teenagers than of older
generations.  In an annual survey
done by the National Constitution
Center, more teens could name the
town where Bart Simpson lives than

could name the town where Abraham Lincoln lived for
most of his life.  The answer to both of these questions is
Springfield.  Do most teens spend more time watching
television and going on the internet than they do doing
their home work? According to a survey in Family Circle
Magazine they do. There are always exceptions, such as
some Wooster students who are at school for so long that
they only have time to do homework in the evening. Just
the routine of doing homework does not ensure knowing
all the important facts.  Could it be what the teachers
teach their classes?  It is possible that students have not
been taught the presidents, or is it that students just
don't soak in the information they are taught.  Sarah
Moran '07 does not remember being taught all of the
presidents "I was taught the first couple of presidents and
that's it.".

A general lack of interest in school subjects may be to
blame.  Teens most likely prefer to sit and watch two
hours of T.V. than work on homework for two hours, or
at least Natasha Tchourilova ‘07 says "Is that an actual
question, because I would definitely rather watch T.V."
How can teachers make school more enticing to the
teenage mind?  This could be a question of how different
people learn, some people are visual learners and a lecture
would do absolutely nothing for them academically but
others would get a lot out of a lecture.   

Wooster students are still aware of their country's his-
tory and recent world events and have not been taken
over by pop culture.  Eleven Wooster students were asked
four questions, two questions about pop culture and two
about history and recent events.  When asked who John
Tyler is, our country's former president, only two of the
eleven got the correct answer. One student said that she
thought that he was a member of the band Aerosmith,
another student stated that "I don't care!"  Surprisingly
only two knew that the theme song to the popular T.V.
show The Apprentice is
"Money, Money,
Money".   All of the
students surveyed that a
current event in Russia
was the school hostage
crisis.  Half of the stu-
dents when asked who
the winners of the first
two seasons of
American Idol came up
with both Kelly
Clarkson and Ruben
Studdard.  Though the
other half did not
know both, one student
said "That lady and
that guy?" Wooster's
population is not totally
brainwashed by pop cul-
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The Farrell Family shares Easter 1992.

LIVIN G UP TO
THE LEGACY

by Dorothy Rice ‘08

After sitting through classes with teachers screaming to
be heard over the noise next door, it's amazing to see the
turnout. Last year my class "graduated" from the Middle
School with feelings of resentment towards those who fol-
low us. Why did they get the new building? How come
we missed out, again? Grumbles of "it isn't fair" could be
heard for some time throughout the school year. Now
seeing the building in all its new and improved glory, we
realize that some things in life aren't fair. Last year we sat
in stuffy classrooms, with the windows closed to block
out the noise. Looking back on it now, we see that it
might be even harder for this year's eighth graders to
make the big step into Upper School. 

While the classrooms are relatively the same size in
each building, the middle school’s Common Room is
bigger than the Student Center, and it has new tables and
chairs. To tell you the truth, I don't mind as much as I
used to. I like the older desks that have pen marks and
white out splotches on them. The upper school class-
rooms are close together and the halls are always crowded
after classes. When one is walking in the middle school,
saying hello to teachers and friends, there seems to be a
separation, an emptiness. Don't get me wrong - the new
middle school is great. I think it would be incredible to
be the first class ever to use a new building.  

The teachers sure got a better deal - Wellington was a
cozy cottage used for dorms, which Wooster converted
into a dimension of this school. Trying to fit a hundred
odd students and faculty into the cottage was cramped.
In some of the new classrooms you could fit two, maybe
even three, of the former ones in to them. The walls that
in Wellington were crammed with projects and posters
stand almost blank in the new building; it's as if the years
that Wellington served as our school have been erased. 

Of course that isn't the case. Middle school is, and
always will be, a turning point in people's lives.  Wooster
is a great place to experience that change. So we all might
be just the teeniest bit jealous (because we all feel as if
our class got cheated), but it's not burning envy. Every
once in a while we ask ourselves “Why?”- but not every
day. We may think about the day when our class gets
something really great, but in fact we already have.
That's the sense of community at Wooster. Just because
the middle schoolers have a new building doesn't make
them better than us, and just because we are older than
them doesn't make a huge difference. So their building is
bigger and newer and has nicer carpets, but in all hon-
esty, I'd rather be here now.

WHAT’S THE
BIG DEAL?

STUDENT VOICE OF WOOSTER PAGE 2

The new Middle School building’s second-floor hallway.

POP CULTURE’S
M ISPLACED FACE

President or popular cartoon
character?Apparently, a challeng-
ing question for many.
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WOOSTER
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Featured View
WOOSTER’S BEST

This space will be reserved each
month for a photo demonstrating
particularly interesting or engaging

subject matter.  Contributions will be
received and reviewed by THE

GENERAL’s editorial board.

An actress prepares for her stage time at Shanghai’s Kun Opera Theatre.
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BOOKS
IN GENERAL

by Emma Mustich ‘07

It isn’t often that an author manages to create an
effective blend of the odd and the familiar, the past and
the future, the curious and the obvious, or the clever and
the whimsical. But in a new series by British author
Jasper Fforde, the enthusiastic reader will find all of these
combinations (and more!), bound by an intrinsic thread
of wit and wisdom.

Thursday Next is the name of a literary detective based
in Swindon (although the places share names with loca-
tions in modern England, the world in which the books
take place is fictional). Her title is Spec-Ops 27, and she
specializes in books. That means that, each and every day
she is busy saving the classic and even the obscure works
from tampering hooligans (only occasionally putting her-
self in mortal peril). She lives in a world where people
can travel into books, where “reengineered” dodo-birds
are the pet of choice, and where her uncle’s newest inven-
tion, the Prose Portal, is about to cause a serious problem
in the book world. This is just about all we know about
Thursday Next when the first book, The Eyre Affair,
begins. We soon learn, however, that she is not just your
average LiteraTec agent – for when the original manu-
script of Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre is stolen from
under the noses of local SO-27 detectives, Operative Next
is promptly assigned to finding the criminal.

Much more is at stake with the loss of the manuscript
than just an historically significant piece, though,
because, in Next’s whirlwind universe, if someone
changes any aspect of a book’s original manuscript, every
copy of the book is changed also. Big-business operatives
(such as the obnoxious and imposing Jack Schitt, who
ends up safely trapped in a copy of “The Raven” before
the book’s finish), evil, self-absorbed maniacs (like the vil-
lain Acheron Hades), and outrageous coincidences are
hilarious additions to an original world.

It is Thursday’s job in the first volume of the series to
keep Acheron Hades, who would like nothing more than
to see her dead, Jack Schitt, who wants to use her uncle’s
Prose Portal to invent new weapons for the Crimean war
(which, in Thursday’s world, has continued for over 200 
years), and various other hilarities, at bay until the manu-
script of Jane Eyre is returned to its rightful place.

The other books in the series, Lost in a Good Book,
The Well of Lost Plots, and Something Rotten, all avail-
able in the United States, follow Operative Next’s further
literary escapades. Fans can visit Fforde’s website, , for a
plethora of clever activities and games, and to get more
information about the series.

THE ROAD TO
THE SUPER-

BOWL
by Collin McLoughlin ‘06

Our road to the Super Bowl begins in the AFC East.  I
expect the Patriots to win the division; they have an excel-
lent defense that causes turnovers, and the Patriots may
be the best team in the league at converting turnovers
into points.  Look for the Patriots to win the division,
but also look for the Jets to earn a wild card spot.  The
Jets’ Chad Pennington is one of the premier quarterbacks
in this league, and he always gives them a chance to win.  

In the AFC South we have the Jaguars leading the
chase, due to a ferocious run-stopping defense and a
superb second year quarterback named Byron Leftwich.
The Jaguars are impressing people this year; they are in
1st place over playoff teams from a year ago
(Indianapolis Colts, Tennessee Titans) but I still think the
Colts will win the division.  They have arguably the best
offense in the league, led by RB Edgerrin James, WR
Marvin Harrison and MVP from a year ago QB Peyton
Manning.  Look for this tandem of players to win out
over Jacksonville by the end of the season.

The AFC North has several good teams, and has the
Pittsburgh Steelers in the lead.  However, I think that the
Baltimore Ravens will end up winning this division.  The
Ravens have arguably the best player in the league in line
backer Ray Lewis, (Lewis is considered one of the best
defensive players ever) and an unbelievable defense over-
all.  Although they have a young quarterback in Kyle
Boller, look for the Ravens to win the division with
defense and running the ball.

The AFC West has Denver running the show, literally,
as they are seeing amazing results from fifth year pro
Reuben Droughns running the ball.  Another team with
an amazing defense, the Broncos, are currently among
the league leaders in several defensive categories, includ-
ing the #1 defense in the league in total yards allowed.  I
expect the Broncos to win this division handily, due to
good defense that forces turnovers and a solid running
game.  

The NFC East has Philadelphia leading the way.  This
is not even a contest, as they are currently undefeated due
to excellent passing game with WR Terrell Owens and
QB Donovan McNabb.  Look for the Eagles to win the
division, but look for the Giants to win the wild card.
They are running the ball effectively with Tiki Barber,
and are playing well with quarterback Kurt Warner at the
helm.  Due to a weak conference in the NFC and solid
play by the Giants I am expecting them to sneak into the
wild card hunt.

The NFC North is lead by the Vikings, who have the
outstanding quarterback Daunte Culpepper and WR
Randy Moss.  They have a powerful offense, but their
defense is questionable.  I expect the Vikings to win the
division, but not to go past the NFC championship
game.

The NFC South was supposed to be one of the best 

by Hannah Reed ‘06

It is not very common for spectators to hear “fight,
fight, Generals!” at sports events. It is more popular, how-
ever, for teams to cheer, “gooooo, Wooster” or “b-a-n-a-n-
a-s, go bananas, go, go bananas!” Does Wooster embrace
it’s mascot? Do we have a loyal fan at every event dressed
up in Revolutionary War apparel? Not very often. The
Wooster mascot of the Generals could use an update.

For starters, the mascot of the Generals gives me the
impression that we, as a school, support the action of
war. Our mission statement includes nothing about this
topic.  By having a mascot that in itself represents war,
we are projecting a violent image of Wooster School to
the public. David Wooster was, and still is a
Revolutionary War hero. He is our namesake, and we
face a mountain given his name. There is no doubt in my
mind that he deserves respect and gratitude for the way
he served our country, but to name our mascot “The
Generals”  implies that we believe war is right. Do we
teach the lower schoolers to hit one another if they get in
an argument? No, we teach them to use their words to
settle their disputes. This is an example where our mascot
does not represent our actions. We should examine the
effect our mascot has on the way people view us as an
institution, as well as the way we view ourselves.

On a lighter note, the Generals mascot is not very fun.
We can’t realistically have someone dressed up to cheer
us on. Some examples of other team mascots are the
UConn Huskies, Ridgefield Tigers, or Mr. Met. There are
plenty of ideas for new mascots for Wooster. Some ideas
are the “Wooster Wombats,” the “Wooster Wildcats,” or
the “Wooster Wolves.” A suggestion Mr. Chong might
support is the “Wooster Woodchucks,” which would
make us all think of Earl, our favorite furry friend.  And
it doesn’t even have to be something that directly per-
tains to Wooster. Marvelwood, for example, has a
dinosaur for it’s mascot. If we lightened up a little bit, we
could have more fun supporting our teams.

The mascot of the General is politically incor-
rect in a world that is constantly showing us the disad-
vantages of war. It is also not very fun. Mascots are sup-
posed to be a way to gain excitement about games and
school events, and to rally the crowds. If we picked some-
thing a little bit more whimsical, the Wooster Generals
may transform into something we could all cheer for.

continued

divisions in football this year.  Instead, it is a struggling
division with a supreme team in the front, the Atlanta
Falcons.  Due to the athletic ability of QB Michael Vick
and the outstanding play by their defense I expect
Atlanta to win the division but not do very well in the
playoffs.

The NFC West is also a weak division, but it is cur-
rently lead by the St. Louis Rams.  I do see, however, that
they will lose the division to the Seattle Seahawks, who
have an excellent running game in RB Shaun Alexander
and a solid defense.  

In the Super Bowl I expect to see the New England
Patriots and the Philadelphia Eagles.  These are the two
best and most complete teams in the league, both with
solid offenses and good defenses.  I see Philadelphia win-
ning the Super Bowl however, due to their outstanding
offense and a defense that cranks up the pressure on
third down with various blitz schemes.  

For the league MVP's I expect QB Daunte Culpepper
to win it for the NFC (he has had an unbelievable season,
throwing already for 2000 yards and 19 touchdowns by
week 7 with a passer rating of 124) and RB Priest Holmes
to win it in the AFC due to his 10 touchdowns with 700
yards by week 7.            



RACHEL SPOLLETT ‘06
Two Seahorses kissing a baby
seahorse.

THE INKBLOT GRETTA REED ‘10
Two Chinese lions.

KATIE ST. GERMAINE ‘06
A butterfly.

RON HUTCHINS

Two poodles wearing mas-
querade masks standing on
their hind legs looking at
each other
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QUESTION : What does this inkblot
look like to you?

by Siena Napoleon-Bruno ‘05

After getting the assignment to write this issue's
Prefect's Perspective, I can honestly say that I had a diffi-
cult time trying to figure out something profound, if not
at the very least interesting to say.  I didn't find my lack
of ideas very alarming, however; this has unfortunately
been a trend for me.  This year, perhaps due to some
unforeseen growth, or the sheer stress of senior year and,
sometimes, the position of prefect, I feel that I haven't
been in the right state of mind to reflect on what to write
or how to put my thoughts into words.  This struggle was
most evident to me when I wrote my college essay; there
seemed to be a block, the persistent question of "Will it
be good enough?" that stood obstinately in my way.  I
realize now that this was the first time in my life that I
was really asking for something with my writing.  This
essay was more than getting a grade in a class or writing a
poem, it had to convince people; with my essay, I was
asking for acceptance.

Looking back, I realize that at every juncture in my
life, at every change that I encountered, the idea of being
accepted was something that always troubled me.  Maybe
this is indicative of aspects of my personality, maybe this
is due to my situation as an only child, but secretly, I
have always worried that somehow, I would say or do the
wrong thing, wear the wrong clothes, not write an essay
that was good enough.  At the beginning of this school
year, one of my jobs as a prefect was to help to welcome
new students to the Upper School.  As I talked along
with the other prefects about uniquely Wooster things
like Self-help and the Honor Code, I noticed that a lot of
these new students were as nervous as I was, and a lot of
them were probably as nervous as I was about being
accepted.

On that day in September when I had the chance to
talk to the new Upper Schoolers about Wooster, I would
have liked, as in this article, to say something profound.
I'm not sure that I am prepared now to give a word of
advice, but think about this: one day, while communicat-
ing my stress about getting into Wellesley, my first choice
college, to a Wooster teacher, he said something to me
that was somewhat comforting at the time, but now that
I look back on it, something that really touched a certain
chord in my life.  As I contemplated whether or not I
had a good enough SAT score and transcript, he said,
"You have done exactly what you needed to do: you have
worked hard, you have been honest, you have done the
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best I possibly could, and most important, no matter col-
lege I wound up at, I'd accept myself in the end.

So, now I've managed to write an article, I've found my
voice.  As far as acceptance goes, I hope this all means
something to you, and keep in mind that Wooster is
indeed a place of acceptance.  We foster acceptance in
our day-to-day life, from our family-style at lunches, to
our acclaimed sportsmanship, to Wooster's continued
commitment to diversity, both economic and racial.
Whether you've been here for one year or ten, everyone at
Wooster is truly a part of a greater community, and I
truly hope that each member of the community feels
accepted.

GOD BLESS
THE NRA

by Nick Allred ‘09

The ten-year ban on assault weapons has expired. Neither
President Bush norCongress has done anything to renew it.
Many of the weapons in this song will now be legal.

God Bless America.  We’ll need it.

(to the tune of God Bless the USA[Proud to be anAmerican])

Now in the Constitution
There’s a section that I love
It says I got my righ to guns
Down from the skies above

No matter what your age
You can get an SMG
And I won’t forget the men we bribed
Who gave that right to me!
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And I’m proud to be an American
Where the lobbyists have the guns
‘Cause to drink a beer
And to shoot a deer
Is my idea of fun

And I’ll gladly stand right next to you-
Unless, of course you’re gay
Yeah, that’s an Uzi in my hand:
God Bless The NRA!

We finally got rid of that 10-year weapons ban
It almost got renewed because
We forgot a congressman - OOPS!

Now that the ban is lifted
America’s finally free
I made a list of guns I need
And went on a shopping spree!

And I’m proud to be an American
Who’s got a steady job
I’m a postal clerk
But I also work
To run guns for the Mob

And I’ll gladly stand right next to you
And blow your head away
Yeah, that’s anUzi in my hand:
God Bless The NRA!

I went down to the gun shop
And I learned crime never pays
They didn’t like my record
So Ihad to wait three days

If the ban becomes extended
Only crooks will have big guns
Now the question on my mind is
Why let them have all the fun?

And I’m proud to be an American
In the throws of victory
Just close your eyes
While we legalize
The sale of artillery

And on my local shooting range 
It says “Caution! Kids at Play!”
Yeah, that’s an Uzi in my hand
God Bless The NRA!
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