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The Gates:
A Glimpse at Global Art

by Colleen Farrell ‘08

Prior to my visiting Christo and Jeanne-Claude’s
“Gates” in Central Park, the idea of temporay outdoor
art, especially with fabric, had never occurred to me. I
was ignorant of the fact that art was not simply confined
to a museum or gallery, and thought that the only art in
nature was an occasional sculpture in a park. Frankly, I
wasn’t as excited about The Gates as some people around
me; when I first saw pictures of them, they reminded me
of construction fences. I didn’t understand their signifi-
cance. But, if I learned anything about The Gates, it was
that they were there for a reason.

The artists had been pushing to construct The Gates
for twenty-five years. Not until New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg was elected to office did their project
ever have meaningful government support. A big sup-
porter of the arts, Bloomberg did what his predecessors
hadn’t: he took the risk of pursuing a risky and highly-
visible public works project. The fact that permission for
the project was granted is amazing in itself; Christo and
Jeanne-Claude haven’t always been as lucky (look up
Christo’s “Valley Curtain” in Rifle Gap, Colorado). But,
construction aside, once The Gates were up they were a
sight to be seen. It’s pretty amazing that something as
simple as big pieces of saffron fabric can evoke so much
emotion and interest from so many people. Repeatedly
during my visit to Central Park to observe The Gates, I
would hear an unfamiliar word or accent, and find
myself stuck in a mob of people who didn’t seem to be
native New Yorkers. I didn’t really expect people to come
from far away to see The Gates, and I guess that’s when it
really hit me: these gates weren’t just things stuck on the
ground because someone thought they would look cool;
they were, in essence, a true definition of art: they affect-
ed everyone who saw them in a different way, and meant
something different to each person. In retrospect, the
experience was enriching. Now that The Gates are gone,
I’m glad to say that I witnessed them in all their splen-
dor.

THE NEW COLD WAR
IN EAST ASIA

by Carl Wolk ‘08

Since World War II, power has been slipping steadily
away from Europe both militarily and economically.
Western European countries, such as France, Spain, and
Germany, are reverting to socialism in place of capital-
ism, and their economies are suffering because of it.
Their outlook on the world (especially the Middle East) is
twisted and costing them dearly.For example, Spain
elected a socialist leader and pulled out of Iraq after the
Madrid bombing. If Spain believed that it could appease
terrorists, it was wrong.  Recently a plot was foiled to det-
onate a high-power bomb in downtown Madrid.
European countries are cutting back on their miltary
also, relying on the United States more and more for
security. Most startling is the fact that the population in
some Western European nations is actually decreasing.
All of these factors contribute to a major power shift
from Europe to East Asia.

China, Taiwan, Japan, North Korea, and South Korea
all seem to be wrapped up in a Cold War.China has
acquired a massive army, although its technology dates 

see WAR on page 2

COLLEGE
GUIDANCE:

A GUIDE

Katie Asselin ‘06

For many of us, the thought of college is enough to
make us want to stay at Wooster forever—or just bide our
time until we hit thirty. For others, it is an exciting jour-
ney of finding ourselves and learning a lot about our
peers in the process.

College advisor meetings begin in the second semester
of junior year with individual and group meetings held
by Mrs. Nancy Maxwell, Director of College Guidance.
Traditionally, a student was assigned to one of three col-
lege advisors, Mr. Eynon, Mr. Taylor or Mrs. Maxwell;
however, starting with the class of 2006, Mrs. Maxwell
will serve as college advisor to each member of the class
which will allow her to form a rapport and really focus
on each individual.

For some, it can be a challenge to discover the
changes in his future wants and desires.  College guid-
ance offers the development not only of plans for educa-
tion post-Wooster, but of career choice as well, both can
change throughout the year. During the meetings, the
student and the advisor assess the student’s interests, aca-
demic abilities, achievements, dreams, and college choic-
es. All of these factors eventually produce a list of col-
leges, the ultimate goal of the college guidance process.

To begin, Mrs. Maxwell gets to know the student,
view his past and what he wants to achieve in his profes-
sional career. Students are required to fill out a sheet of
personal information including motivations, family mat-
ters, academic credentials, etc. for character assessment.
After that, the student and advisor work toward a list of
colleges, by looking at size, location, choice of major,
social matters, and the level of intensity needed to chal-
lenge the student. A tentative list of colleges is formed for
further exploration; many of the colleges need to be
toured to actually make an informed judgment. The tour
offers the prospective student the opportunity to assess
the society and atmosphere of the college.

see COLLEGEon page 2

SISTER
MARGARET’S

DESERT EXPERIMENT
by Tim Fitzsimons ‘06

In the desert of North Philadelphia, an oasis of hope
stands at 2011 West Norris Street.  Its cleansing waters
bring spiritual change to the most desperate of addicts,
those who have finally recognized their dire need for help
beyond the realm of the rudimentary.  The members put
their souls out on the table for the rest to see, and hope,
and pray, and try for the best.

Sister MargaretMcKenna of New Jerusalem Laura
(NJL) "didn't ever plan to start a program."  Nevertheless,
she has created an experimental environment that has
helped hundreds upon hundreds of recovering addicts in
North Philadelphia to take the step from intense rehabili-
tation to living in the real world.

That recovery process is long.  In the caringly reno-
vated tenements in which the addicts stay, Narcotics
Anonymous meetings give life to sobbing confessions
and pleas to a higher power for understanding and
mercy.  It is a deeply spiritual process.  Those who are
gathered there have done so because their rock bottom
has been fully discovered.  Sister Margaret explains,
"[Those who aren't in the program] haven't hit their bot-
tom.  They have hit a bottom, but it hasn't got to the
point it could."  Indeed that was the point for Brian, an
active alumnus of NJL, who has been clean of heroin for
nineteen months.  Brian said that he had "a long history
of treatment."  He had previously hit a bottom and
stayed clean for six years before reusing, which eventually
brought him to New Jerusalem.  Brian said that "You
keep spinning your wheels.  I did it for years."  He also
added that he "was tired of living the way [he] was liv-
ing."  Brian brought himself to New Jerusalem Laura and,
though not without troubles, has managed to turn his
life around.  His story is one of many.

The recovering addicts of NJL share a common recog-
nition of the serious diseases that their addictions finally
became.  Phrases and words such as “illness” and “I’m
sick” and “I’m all pained up right now” flowed freely
while they shared their thoughts in the NA meeting.
This process of recovery is interesting in that it is fiercely
self-centric, with frequent reminders from the addicts and
the Narcotics Anonymous handbook that they need to
recover for themselves, not for the group or for anyone
else.  In this way, the sharing of one’s personal problems
allows the group as a whole to learn and eventually bene-
fit from the self-centered nature of the process.  As said
by some of the recovering addicts in the meeting:
“Sometimes I fall short of taking care of myself because
I’m trying so hard to help the others.”  And, also, “So,
now I’m gonna stop and let God do me.”

About one half of those who come to New Jerusalem
leave after the first week.  Sister Margaret said this was
because the bottom these people hit was not the bottom
that makes them “salvageable – extremely salvageable.”
Indeed, Sister Margaret credits their “excellent statistics”
to the fact that the recovering addicts emerge from NJL
with changed values and morals.  One of the addicts
echoed this realization by saying, “I’m not gonna sacri-
fice my stuff for this character without character.”  Many
of those with whom the Wooster students spoke told
them about how they had undergone a change of para-
digm, or way of seeing the world.  They were filled with
optimism, actively involved in the community, and most
importantly—clean.

So how does something like this come to exist in the
urban wilderness of North Philly?  The story, it turns
out, is both complicated and intriguing.  In a simple
room with slight decorations of Eastern twinge, Sister
Margaret explained that she was originally from the sub-
urbs of northern New Jersey.  She said that she had
always had a deep spiritual awareness, but often kept her
feelings to herself, describing her reluctance to discuss as
being "in the closet about it.” see DESERTon page 4

Sister Margaret McKenna at New Jerusalem Laura
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I’M OUT
by Matt Courchene-Roy ‘06

It has been almost twenty years since the old boiler
room has been chalked up by underclassman-busting
seniors.

I, personally, have never been able to get my Jackson
Pollack on after a work day in one of the many colorful
supply closets.

What once used to be the most awesome testament to
the camaraderie of the student community of Wooster -
the old recycling shack - has been dismantled to make
room for a parking lots

It has recently come to my attention that Mr.Street
will not be teaching Senior Seminar next year.

No longer do the sixth and seventh graders partici-
pate in jobs with the Upper School.

It's hard to imagine that on our now drug-free cam-
pus there used to exist a smoking shack.

Once a huge all-school event, Mr. Rand's Earth Day
extravaganzas are already a thing of the past.

And let's not forget the once-notorious senior pranks,
busted by some misguided middle school parent a few
years ago, and forbidden ever since.

Come gather 'round people 
wherever you roam

and admit that the waters
around you have grown

One does not have to look very hard to find the sub-
tle ramifications of some of the afore mentioned deci-
sions. Lower School enrollment is up. Middle School
enrollment is thriving especially with the new building.
In the end, however, at the end of every year half of the
eighth grade class leaves. Half of a whole grade does not
return for Wooster Upper School. Like the late Johnnie
Cochran's Chewbacca defense, "It does not make sense!"
Or does it.

One sore spot: school spirit is not what it used to be.
Case-in-point: the Upper School Generosity Month can
drive. The amount of advisories with more than five cans
could be counted on one hand.

Senior leadership is lacking, and the seniors would
probably be the first ones to admit this. Some won't give
bad slips purely due to the complicated process of
appeals, talking to deans, etc.             next column, please.
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Get a Job?... 
by Jane Timm ‘07

Do these three deadly words strike fear into your
heart?  Fear not!  You too can experience the wonderful
feeling of being paid minimum wage!  Just look around
and you are sure to find a mediocre job to pay for those
new jeans!

Many students experience challenges in finding a
summer job.  With little or no experience to their name,
high school students are often hard pressed to “find that
dream job”.  However, there are some opportunities avail-
able.

Close to home, one popular job among Wooster stu-
dents is being a counselor at Wooster’s own summer
camp, Summer at Wooster.  This particular employment
opportunity requires no previous experience and pays
above minimum wage.  There are two parts to Summer at
Wooster.  In the athletic camp counselors can make, in an
average 32 hour week, about $400. The enrichment camp
pays $7.50 an hour, which in the same 32 hour week,
amounts to $240. 

Waiting tables, a classic part-time job, is a great way
to make money, but you should always check to see how
the restaurant pays.  Some, like the Windmill Diner, pay
minimum wage, and you only receive part of your tips. 

One popular hangout for high schoolers is the
Starbucks on Mill Plain Road. There are several benefits
to this job, including a pound of coffee or tea a week and
stock options. Wages are decided at the manager’s discre-
tion and are based on previous experience. As you may
have noticed while waiting in line for your coffees,
Starbucks is a “high-energy” job, noted one manager. This
should be taken into consideration when applying. 

Domino’s Pizza, while not currently looking for staff,
hires high school students for jobs making pizza and
answering phones. This job pays minimum wage which is
currently $7.10. If you are over 18, with a driver’s license
and insurance, you can apply for a job delivering pizza,
another good money-making job because of the tips.

Another local business is Blockbuster. While the Mill
Plain Road Blockbuster refused comment on their hiring
practices, wages and other information, teens are often
hired there  They perform various jobs including check-
ing out and greeting customers at the door. 

Places like CVS Pharmacy also hire teens part-time,
and pay minimum wage or higher, with job offerings as
cashiers, stock clerks, and merchandisers. Bethel Food
Market offers similar jobs and pays $7.50 an hour.

If you are looking for a summer job, shop around to
make sure you find a job that is right for you. Negotiate
your wages before being hired— don’t ask other employ-
ees, ask the employer. However, it is often a good idea to
ask employees how they like the job, if they were treated
well, and if they enjoy it.  Best of luck in the job hunt!

COLLEGE
continued from page 1

It is at this point that things get serious; the student,
with the help of the college advisor, starts narrowing
things down and finding the best fit colleges. Then, a
finalized listis formed—but balancing that list, is the key.
“With college stuff being so competitive, having a bal-
anced list ensures that you'll go to college somewhere,
that you're challenging yourself, and most importantly,
that you'll have options to choose from when the letters
come back.” says Samantha Sommers ‘05. 

Once the colleges are chosen, the advisor continues to
meet with the student throughout his senior year, assist-
ing him with his college selections and helping to man-
age the college applications. When the acceptance letters
start rolling in, it’s always an exciting time for the upper-
classmen, “I felt super awesome wonderful, obviously,
and really excited.” says Erin Murray ’05 about getting
accepted to her first-choice school, Berklee College of
Music.

Many students greatly benefit from the college guid-
ance process. “[The advisors] have a lot of years of experi-
ence with people like you and different from you so they
can make some great recommendations.” Micah Frost ’05
commented that, “She [Mrs. Maxwell] was always willing
to help me, and to listen to me. I asked a lot of questions
and really had her help me do a check list.”

For a lot of the teachers it is a bittersweet time, the
end of the year. Mrs. Maxwell says, “It’s a time of change
for young people about to embark on their adult lives. I
take great pleasure in helping them find a route to their
goals. I really enjoy watching students come into their
own in the [college guidance] process and take charge of
planning for their futures.” 

Through all of this, the students get the feel of inde-
pendence. And although leaving Wooster is scary for
some, the parting students grow closer, and feel a kinship
that maybe they have not felt since ninth grade, when
everyone was new. And to anyone who is scared of leav-
ing, never fear, Wooster will take care of you.

WAR
continued from page 1
from the 1950’s and WWII.  It has been going through
motions of modernization, though.  Recently, it has cut
down its army while investing in new technology from
Russia.  Financing this investment is the incredible eco-
nomic growth China has experienced over the past quar-
ter century.  

China’s huge nuclear arsenal and army pose a grave
threat to Taiwan.  Taiwan, in its own defence, is building
a large modern military and although their numbers do
not equal China’s, there are enough to repel an attack.  

Russia is not helping matters either.  Along with
building a nuclear facility in Iran, selling high-tech air
defense to Syria, and making unfounded threats of build-
ing futuristic jets using plasma for stealth, Russia is mod-
ernizing China’s military and has agreed to participate in
a Russia-China military demonstration.

On the Korean peninsula, South Korea has developed
an army (sixth largest in the world with 683,000 active
troops) in response to North Korea’s 1,082,000 active
troops hovering over the border.  

Japan is also mobilizing its military.  This former
pacifist country has now mobilized and is preparing for a
possible war.  The turning point was in December of
2001.  A North Korean spy ship drifted very close to
Japan (not a rare occurrence.)  This time, however, Japan
fired on the ship, commencing a gunfight in which a few
crewmembers were wounded.  In the end, Japan’s ships
caused the North Korea vessel to explode and sink.  Also,
Japan sent about 500 troops to Iraq and Afghanistan to
help with rebuilding efforts there.  

What is the possible result of this massive military
buildup?  I believe there are two possibilities: either a
phenomenon where countries significantly strengthen
their militaries due to political uneasiness with no real
violence taking place, or war will break out.  Much like
the Cold War (between the Soviet Union and the USA),
each country could become immensely powerful, until
their economies cannot withstand the rapid rate of mili-
tary growth.  The projected outcome of a situation like
this has too many variables and cannot be predicted.

The other outcome to this military growth would be
war.  The least likely war would involve China and
Taiwan.  Currently, China’s armed forces are too weak
and old and if the invasion occurred, the Chinese would
be internationally condemned and their prospering econ-
omy would be significantly weakened.  No smart Chinese
ruler, no matter how ruthless, would carry out such a
plan.  Therefore, the most likely war to break out would
involve North Korea and either South Korea or Japan.
This is because Kim Jong Il, the dictator of N. Korea, has
nothing to lose; his economy is non-existent and he
could be thrown out of office anyway.  Why not make a
last desperate attempt?  If this occurred, then most of
eastern Asia would be involved in a conflict with the
United States.  Hopefully, China would not come to Kim
Jong Il’s aid and the upcoming Russian-Chinese military
dealings do not imply a new alliance.

Nonetheless, in any situation the US would be
dragged in.  It currently has 40,000 troops in Japan and
38,000 in South Korea, not to mention close alliances
with Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea.   

As a result of China’s transforming military and cur-
rent economic strength, there would be no gain for any
military action against Taiwan.  Therefore, the US would
not be dragged into a war with the third most powerful
nation in the world anytime soon.  A war with North
Korea in the near future, on the other hand, is tangible
and would be a war the US must involve itself in.  If
such an event occurs, the war might be fought with
greater ease if China aided the allied forces and not Kim
Jong Il.

Mercedes Koehler ‘05, Susie Schoolman ‘06, and Katherine
Erardi ‘07 celebrate the coming of spring with a kite.

OUT
continued from previous column

In a nutshell, Wooster cares more about protecting
car windshields and lower schoolers from receiving fatal
beatings via wiffleball than letting an upper school advi-
sory (led by the advisor) bond while playing the game
between Coburn and the Student Center. True. 

For every awkward or disagreeable decision made,
there are also amazing new things being done. The new
Middle School building is incredible. As is the new
library pond. The Forever Young Gym is host to many
assemblies and great basketball games. Many new courses
will be availible next year. The drama and music depart-
ments keep putting on inspiring performances, and the
sports 

see OUT on page 3



THE STRUGGLE
OVER A WOMAN

by Rachel Spollett ‘06

In the last couple of weeks, the question of whether
or not to remove Terri Shiavo’s feeding tube has domi-
nated the news, but with the sensational news coverage,
including some articles featuring captions like, “Fighting
for Her Life,” it’s really hard to know what the facts are.

As a teenager, Theresa Marie Schindler was obese, but
by the time she married Michael
Schiavo in 1984, she had lost one
hundred pounds from her high
school graduation weight of two hun-
dred and fifty pounds. By February
25, 1990, the day that she suffered the
cardiac arrest that resulted in severe
brain damage, she weighed a mere one
hundred and ten pounds. The cause
of the cardiac arrest was a critically
low level of potassium in her blood-
stream, a condition that is frequently
associated with bulimia.Her heart
stopped for approximately five min-
utes, causing a lack of blood flow
which carries essential oxygen to the
brain. This resulted in acute brain
damage. Her cerebral cortex, which is
the seat of consciousness, was harmed
beyond repair, according to neurolo-
gists who have assessed EEGs and CT
scans taken of her brain. Doctors have said that, since
1990, Terri Schiavo had been in a “persistent vegetative
state.” Her principle organs, including her brain stem
which controlled involuntary actions such as heartbeat,
digestion, respiration and the sleep cycle, remain intact. 

According to the New Yorker, neurologists who have
examined her have said that the camera footage of Terri
featured on many news programs is very misleading.
While she may have appeared to make eye contact and
smile at her mother in the pictures taken, they are mere
moments taken from hours of footage.  Before Terri’s
death, when asked about how confident he was that Terri
was in a “persistent vegetative state,” Dr. Ronald
Cranford, a neurologist who examined Terri in 2002,
answered, “I’m extremely confident.I think at the time
of the trial in 2002, there had been eight neurologists
who examined her.And of those eight neurologists
total, seven of them said beyond any doubt whatsoever
Terri is in a vegetative state.Her CT scan shows severe
atrophy, or shrinkage, of the brain.Her EEG is flat and
there’s absolutely no doubt that she’s been in a perma-
nent vegetative state ever since 1990.” 

The struggle over Terri’s life arose when her parents,
Robert and Mary Schindler, contested her husband’s deci-
sion to take out the feeding tube that had kept her alive
for the last fifteen years. Her husband, Michael Schiavo,
made the decision based on what he said were Terri’s
wishes. According to him, Terri would not have wanted
to live her life that way. However, Terri’s parents and sib-
lings said that taking out the feeding tube is not in accor-
dance with her wishes. Under Florida state law, since
Terri did not make a living will (a will that states one’s
intentions in case one is no longer able to make your
own decisions for treatment), Michael, as her next of kin,
was able to make the decisions about her treatment. But
while Michael wanted to remove the feeding tube to
allow Terri to “die in peace,” Terri’s parents felt that her
life was still viable.  They fought Michael’s decision in
the state court system in Florida, and eventually in feder-
al courts. 

Terri’s family’s battle over whether to keep her alive or
not reflects America’s struggle to define what a human
life is and when a human life is no longer worth living.
Her case raises important ethical questions for which
there are no clear-cut answers; her death on March 31
will serve as a basis for further reflection among
Americans. 
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Dear Madeline,
I'm having a lot of trouble with one of my teachers.

He picks on me in class and never grades my work fairly.
I have tried to confront him about his harshness, but he
never admits that he is wrong. I have no idea how to
handle this situation; please help me quick!

Sincerely,
Wigging out in Washington

Dear Wigging Out,
Hmm…this teacher sounds

tough.  My normal suggestions
of spreading a rumor that he
smuggles prescription pills, or is
having an affair with the lunch
lady probably won’t do the job
in this case.  But, never fear!
Madame Madeline has a solution
to get this teacher off of your
case for good.  You have heard of
this show "American Idol", oui?
Print out flyers saying that there
will be American Idol auditions
held at this teacher's home.
Make sure you put that the audi-
tions will be held from 3:00 am-
5:30 am, because of the "limited
time available to the judges."

There will be hundreds of terrible voices singing loudly,
waiting to get into his house, waking that teacher up
from being sound asleep!  Now, I know what you're
thinking: "Madeline you're brilliant!  But how could this
possibly help me?"  Besides your satisfaction of knowing
what a terrible night's sleep he's having, he is going to be
so exhausted after a night full of tone deaf hopefuls sere-
nading him outside of his window, that he may not want
to come to school the next day!  Better yet, if you put
multiple audition dates on those flyers, you may have a
few stress free days without that teacher.  When he does
grace you with his presence once again, all you need to
do is sing a few off key notes to get your way with him!
He will be so traumatized by the whole experience that
he's sure to give in.
Please—no need to thank me.  It’s just what I do.

Hugs and Kisses!!!
Madeline

Dear Madeline,
Every year I have auditioned for my school play, and

every year I get a part in the chorus. I have tried taking
acting lessons, voice lessons, and dance lessons, but no
matter what I do, I'm always disappointed. Auditions are
approaching fast and I need some tips pronto!

Sincerely,
Nervous in New York

Dear Nervous,
Fear not!  I was once an active thespian myself, and

since I always managed to snag leading roles, I can
absolutely give you some tips!  But, from the sounds of
your letter, simple tips may not help very much.  If you
keep getting put in the chorus year after year, there is a
very, verygood chance that you suck.  You're probably a
très, trèsterrible actress!  But please—don’t thank me for
my honesty, let us simply forge ahead and think up other
options on how to get you a lead in this play.  Now one
card that I can always play to get what I want is sympa-
thy. Start your audition by saying that you will be per-
forming an autobiographical monologue about your life.
Now here is where we have some options.  You could:

a. Go off on a rant about your abusive drunken
mother

b. Tell of the hardships of growing up in a cult.
c. Speak of your struggle to find acceptance, growing 

up biracial. (If you're not of any minority, fear 
not!  Make one up, the more obscure the better!)

Then attempt to have an emotional breakdown, and
explain to them that the theatre is your only outlet for
your problems. Unless this director of yours is a heart-
less, cold-blooded wench, you will land a lead part faster
than you can say rehabilitation!

Hugs and Kisses,
Madeline

ADVICE
from Madeline Long Vandertramp

THE GENERAL
would like to extend its gratitude to the various members

of the school’s adminstration who have helped us
through this difficult time of transition.

Thank You!

Books in 
GENERAL

by Emma Mustich ‘07

I must begin by saying that sometimes, in books, there
exists a certain indescribable tone – a quality that eludes
understanding but is perhaps not meant to be under-
stood. It is often to do with either the cadence of the
words or the particular haunting reality of the story itself.
In The Shadow of the Wind, by Carlos Ruiz Zafon, the
pages are populated with the type of stunning phrases
that make readers stop in respect for the unassuming
mastery of the author, and also, sometimes, in astonish-
ment at the fact that such sentences can be so descriptive
of the human experience, and yet so frequent and consis-
tent, page after page, line after line.

Sometimes it’s nice to read books that you know are
fictional, because when you close the covers over the
words, you can comfort yourself in the appreciation of a
familiar situation. But at times when a book is unrealis-
tic, it is also chillingly unforgettable – you know that
while it’s unlikely that any of the specific events will hap-
pen to you, you cannot be comforted, because you can-
not shake the haunting feeling that it was all a very real
allegory, and that you cannot escape quite so easily from
the ideas themselves.

The main character of The Shadow of the Wind is
Daniel Sempere, the teenage son of a bookseller living in
Barcelona. His mother is dead, and Daniel can no longer
remember her face – a fact which prompts his father to
bring him to the secret Cemetery of Forgotten Books, the
resting-place for stories set aside over the centuries.
Daniel is allowed to choose one volume from the shelves,
and the book he is drawn to is entitled The Shadow of
the Wind. He begins reading it, and finds that it is such
an amazing story that he cannot put it down until he has
finished. Naturally, he becomes interested in the life of
the author, to which he has trouble gaining any sort of
access. He thinks that this is because the author’s books
are simply obscure, but when he finds that a sinister and
mysterious character has been “systematically destroying”
all of the works of the author (whose name is Julian
Carax), he is drawn into a mystery of depth and breadth
unmatched in the lives of anyone he’s ever met, with the
possible exemption of the brilliant and eccentric home-
less beggar that he and his father have helped (and who,
in return, works in the bookshop with religious zeal). The
mystery becomes twisted to such a degree that murder,
madness, and love are never off-limits – but usually com-
pletely unexpected.

What begins as innocent curiosity develops at a some-
times leisurely, and sometimes manic speed into a life-or-
death struggle for answers in the clouded underworld of
Barcelona and the faraway past of Paris. The search itself
brings Daniel to dilapidated, cursed houses, hidden
gravesites, and a host of other more ingenious (and more
chilling) locales, all the while establishing ties between
Daniel and a series of increasingly mysterious, “shady”
characters who may not be exactly what they seem.

An excellent, suspenseful plot paired with Zafon’s
delightful mastery of language and the fascinating growth
of his main character, Daniel, over the course of the
story, make for a thoughtful, haunting read. However,
The Shadow of the Wind is not appropriate for middle
or lower school readers, as some of the content, including
violence, is inappropriate for members of these age
groups. 

OUT
continued from previous page
teams continue to persevere with good sportsmanship in
their matches. Props to the chapel services over the last
few years as well. 

As the Terminator child said in American History X,
“Derek says it's always good to end a paper with a quote.
He says someone else has already said it best. So if you
can't top it, steal from them and go out strong. So I
picked a guy I thought you'd like.”

Mr. Street: "Hey Ned, what does everyone have besides you?"
Ned: (shrugs shoulders) "Uhh balls? Hey...wait a second."

My time here will be four years that I will never for-
get. I wish everyone good luck next year and I wish
Wooster good luck forever. 

Like a dress on prom night, I'm off.
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Britophilia Awareness
by Erin Llelwyn-Murray ‘05

Do you know who Rowan Atkinson is? Do you say
things like “bloody hell” or “I’m gobsmacked”? Do you
think in a British accent? Do you know what I mean
when I write “oh no, I’ve missed Parky”? Then you just
may be afflicted with “Britophilia”, a condition where
you have been born in the wrong country. Americans
everywhere, even celebrities like T.S. Eliot, Zoë
Wannamaker and Gwenyth Paltrow, have been able to
lead slightly normal lives, even when afflicted with B.P. 

The first step is coming to terms with your B.P. and
finding an outlet for your British tendencies. Watch a
Merchant-Ivory film. Drink some tea. Read some Evelyn
Waugh. Chuck something at Camilla Parker-Bowles. The
internet is your friend when it comes to B.P. On it you
can listen to football matches, or as they call it here
“Soccer” (sah-kker), you can read scripts to your favourite
shows (i.e. Blackadder, A Bit of Fry and Laurie, etc.), you
can even listen to BBC Radio live! With all of these ways
to express and show pride in your B.P., the world is your
oyster. However, there are still people who are unwilling
to accept Britophiles. Vulgar terms used to address people
with B.P. include “Fauxbrits”, “Wannabees” and
“Madonna”. Don’t let this discourage you. They’re a
bunch of smarmy berks. Never let B.P. get in the way of
everyday life, and remember you are a fine lovely chap,
and bally all will change that! 

For more information about Britophilia and its
cousins, Americaphobia and Canadosis, talk to your local
country confusion doctor. There is no cure for
Britophilia, but under correct guidance, even the most
American of us can sing “God Save the Queen” without
shame. Best of the British to you!

(Erin Llelwyn-Murray is a member of the B.P. Anonymous Society,
and has had B.P. for nigh a decade. She enjoys cricket, strawberries and
cream and saying ‘eh, what’ at the end of most sentences. Llelwyn was
added to her name as a type of honorary title in the B.P.A. She thinks

she lives in Derbyshire.)
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COLLEGE OVERNIGHTS:
an inside look

by SamanthaSommers ‘05

One aspect of the college process that I find is com-
pletely differ from all other parts is the overnight.  The
overnight is not about you proving yourself to the insti-
tution you're visiting: it's finally about what you think of
them.  It's the time when you get to be the judge--a dis-
tinct shift in the balance of power.  The overnight is
when the colleges try and make a good impression on
you, offering such enticements as free meals, friendly
host students, competent coordinators, and an overall
good time.  For many the overnight is a long awaited
"good experience" of the college process.  

The whole idea behind spending a single night in an
environment so vastly different from your own is an
interesting one for me.  I know I was enchanted by the
freedom college students had.  Everything from when
and what you ate, to how late you chose to stay up, to
which subjects you studied.  Independence!  Spending
time with students who, in the wee hours of the morn-
ing, said that they were going to go start a paper in the
library made me realize just how structured my life is
right now.  High school is all about schedules and bud-
geting your time (because you have so little of it), where-
as college seemed to be about living life and fitting your
work in wherever best works.  Now I'll be the first to
admit that this is from the wide-eyed naïve perspective of
a high school senior who is eager to turn her current
schedule on its head -- but still I don't think a person
could say that nothing I've said so far is true.  

I had a conversation with a teacher once where he
told me that college is about priorities and making
things work.  If an opportunity comes along and you
don't want to miss it, you have the option of making
that choice and compensating for it later.  If someone
offers you tickets to an exhibit that's only around for
one more day and you've also got a paper due, college
allows you the liberty to seize that chance and make up
for it.  You go to the exhibit, enrich your life because of
it, and then compromise sleep for a night (which is then
made up for over the weekend.)  This is exactly the type
of freedom in the air on a college campus.

The flipside of the college overnight has been problems when prospective students (especially athletic recruits) have
too good a time.  Many stories have made the news about sports teams taking the underage recruit to parties which
later results in a stomach-pumping session at a local hospital.  Because of problems like these some colleges have elimi-
nated their overnight programs.  Nonetheless the majority of schools still see it as an integral part of the college deci-
sion making process, and strongly encourage prospective students to spend a night on campus.  
So, as my senior year begins to wind down I plan to take advantage of this opportunity to judge these institutions
instead of only being judged by them.  Go ahead colleges, give it your best shot-win me over!  (Or at least let me in.)  

THEA GOODRICH ‘08
Quiet bookworm seeks quiet
book lover (preferably with pen-
chant for poetry)

GARY TAYLOR

Incurable romantic seeks
female who shares love of
great literature, intelligent
movies and golf.

MOLLY BARRETT ‘08
Sexy brunette seeks hunky boy
toy.

DANIEL LEVY

Wooster history professor seeks
female with similar love of
colonial re-enactments.

ERIN MURRAY ‘05
Pianist blonde seeks fedora-
wearing whip-toting archae-
ologist (no time wasters,
please.)
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Eventually, however, she took the plunge and
joined a small group of about 700 nuns called the
Medical Mission Sisters.  Since then, she has been around
the world; she spent eight years in Israel, and had stints
in Africa, Central America, Croatia and India.  She stud-
ied the Bible, French, German and Hebrew in Israel,
before returning to Philadelphia to teach at La Salle and
work on her PhD in Christian Origins at the University
of Pennsylvania.  After earning her PhD, the issue of
nonviolence "became a major preoccupation with [her] in
terms of teaching spirituality and political action."

Following a trip to Nicaragua, and "multiple, multi-
ple" arrests, Sister Margaret was sent to jail for four
months due to a "very serious ploughshare action."  It
was during this jail time that she first became exposed to
the realities of addiction.  The prisoners around her were
where they were due to the incalculable effect drugs had
on them and their communities.  So, when Sister
Margaret emerged from prison, she teamed up with
Reverend Wells, founder of One Day at a Time, the pre-
decessor to NJL.  After being exonerated from Death
Row, Reverend Wells, who is ailing now, founded this
program to help the addicts in North Philadelphia with
some of the basic essentials of recovery.  When Margaret
arrived, she realized that "everyone [they] had met--their
lives had been profoundly affected by addiction."  She
attended ODAAT meetings for some time, before starting
work on her own leg of the program, which filled some
of the gaps between rehabilitation and reentry into the
day-to-day world that ODAAT hadn't managed to fill.
Several very cold winters later, NJL stands as a small and
tidy house amongst many not-so-tidy abandoned (or what
appear to be abandoned) apartments.  1,000 members
have passed through her doors with the group's help.

The name "Laura" comes from a name of a "desert
Christianity" settlement.  Fearing the corruption of civi-
lization, early Christians moved to the desert and set up
hermitages, which clustered around small semi-villages.
Indeed, this is what New Jerusalem is and represents to
the pained community of North Philadelphia--an oasis of
spirit-cleansing waters to hydrate the soul and strengthen
the mind removed enough from the place that made
them so ill.
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