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[HE LOSSOF A KING
Not too long ago, said Mr. King, the job of headmas

ter was simply what the title implied, head teacher.

by Ben Ross ‘08 He did, however, speak of a few things of which he Now the expectations have changed, and the headmas

was particularly proud. First and foremost on Mr. ter must face the challenges of building relationships
King’s list was the maintenance of Wooster principles between teachers, students, and alumni, and the enor
(e.g. the jobs program, Self-help, and the Wooster mous task of fundraising. Such multitasking puts a
way), values that drew Mr. King to Wooster in the huge amount of strain on the headmaster. Mr. King
first place. Since Mr. King has been here, we've alsi@dmitted that he works an average of ten to twelve
seen the additions of the new computer labs for eachhours a day, sometimes longer, and this, he said, is the
division, a revamping of the photography lab, the most difficult part of the job: trying to maintain the
introduction of Founder's Day, and, one of the most balance of school life and home life; always being
important additions to the direction and health of pushed to do more; constantly multitasking. This
Wooster, the Strategic Plan. Many of these projects, constant push and pull by different groups has caused
Mr. King noted, were completed in collaboration with the role of headmaster to become more like that of
the Parents’ Council. CEO than that of teacher and mentor.

When asked about what goals he had before com  Mr. King is looking to head another independent
ing to Wooster, Mr. King made two main points. The school community next fall, and, when asked if there
first point that he mentioned was improving the phil was something he wanted to leave with the Wooster
anthropy at the school. “When | came to Wooster, community, Mr. King paused for a moment and said
fundraising was something that wasn't considered the following.

Lavout EbpITOR

polite...It was important to get more people excited ~ “Wooster is a wonderfully unique day school and it
about [the philanthropic culture at Wooster],” he combines, in many respects, the best of the boarding
recalled. tradition and the day school tradition...It's a commu

The fall is very rarely a time of reflection. We are The next goal that he mentioned was becoming a pres nity where people really seem to care about one anoth
all absorbed in the new year, with new friends, new €nce on campus, going to games and trying to be ¢er...If | had to use one word to describe what my atti
teachers, and new leaders. We often don't take thepart of student life. He did acknowledge that this was tude has been, it would be evolution, and | make a dis
time to reflect on where we have come from and who a difficult task, seeing as his other duties often kept tinction between evolution and change. | make that
has led us there. For example, on the Wooster web him in his office, but he said that he very much distinction because sometimes you can make change
site, the fact that we will be losing our current head enjoyed being an active part of the community when just for the sake of change, but evolving, from my
master at the end of this year is only mentioned in the he was able to do so. point of view, is keeping the best of who and what you
form of a link to information about the search for a Mr. King has been a part of our community for are, while at the same time moving forward and mak
new head. What does this say about a school whosnearly four years; this is close to the current national ing progress...While you are being true to, dedicated,
central focus is the values of its past? average according to the National Association of and loyal to your traditions, you are also moving fer

A few months ago, Mr. King announced his resig Independent Schools (NAIS). Yet not too long ago ward. What | hope, and pray, and wish for Wooster is
nation from the position of Headmaster. | sat down the average tenure for a headmaster was a great dethat it will be able to continue to maintain those tradi
with Mr. King a few weeks ago to speak with him longer. | asked Mr. King why this trend might have tions that define and distinguish it from other schools,
about his time here and his plans for the future. changed and what difficulties came with the job of while at the same time evolving...That is the greatest

Mr. King was reluctant to speak about his accom headmaster. With regards to the length of his time challenge: to maintain the essence of who you are,
plishments at Wooster, stressing that he worked in here in comparison with that of a legend like John while at the same time evolving and changing to pro
partnership with others to achieve all that has Verdery, Mr. King made the important distinction vide the best possible educational experience for stu

occurred in his tenure. between the job of headmaster thirty years ago anddents.”
the job today.
Wooster The General: What are your goals for Wooster?
S h VYﬁICOEjneAS Nev(v:Upper Anne Cass: | want to keep the amazing, wonderful, GAY -STRAlG HT
chool Heaaq, Anne Cass fabulous culture the way it has been for 80 years.|| A R
_ want to keep the enroliment as full as it can be becaut LLIANCE EGROUPS
by Jane Timm ‘07 of our stellar teachers and the exciting, meaningful

EDITOR -IN -C HIEF classes that teach people to think critically in the clas AT WOOSTER

Last year, Mr. Neal Adams announced that he room. | haven't been here long enough to know if thig
would be stepping down as Upper School Head, aschool is as good as it can be, but | think it's critical
position he held for nine years. Adams, beloved by that we are as good as we can be in the classroom.
many, will be returning to Wooster to TG: Can you name some specific goals th3
teach two history electives in secon( you have for Wooster? On September 18, the first meeting of the newly
semester of this year. New Uppe AC: Specifically? | want to get our schedule restarted Wooster Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) met in
School Head Anne Cass will have decid changed. | don’t think it reflects the ideal| the science building. Although GSA has been around
edly large shoes to fill. Anne Cass i pacel of earning — inquiry and in-depth before, the past GSA’s have not been rabidly active, in
quite different from her predecessor thinking take time... large part due to middle and lower school parental
Incredibly energetic and proactive, wit AC: What kind of schedule do you have ir| suppression, although some accredited achievements
or without her morning coffee, it would mind? in the past include the adding of “sexual orientation”
seem that Mrs. Cass will bring a very difl TG: Longer periods onto the list of minorities the Admissions office does
ferent attitude to this position. TG: What was your favorite part about| N't discriminate against, and the GSA’s attendance to

In her beginning-of-term letter, Mrs. Wooster when you came? the national GLBT (gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgen
Cass defined three goals for the firs AC: The warm welcome that | got when || dered) rights festival, the Truecolors Conference.
term —to learn every high school stu came here. Vannessa Courchene-Roy ‘08 and I, Chris
dent’s name, to sit in on every class taught in the TG: Is it still your favorite part? Wickham ‘08, plan to kick off this year's GSA during
Upper School, and to be open and available to parent:AC : Yes. National Ally Week, from October14 - October 21.
and students who might have suggestions or prob TG: As Head of the Upper School, you're a membef An ally is defined “as a person that is associated with
lems. Even in the first few days, Mrs. Cass presenceof the Headmaster search committee; how do you Others for some common cause or purpose”. This

By Chris Wickham ‘08
CONTRIBUTING ~ WRITER

=1

was noticeable. While the changes in the first few think that it's going? week celebrates anyone who has a progressive stance

weeks have been small, it is noticeable to those famil AC : Great. We're progressing efficiently and positivly] on gay rights, an “ally” to the GSA. The GSA will be

iar with the regularity of Wooster. Changes such as TG: What is your least favorite part of your job? distributing buttons for proud allys of the GSA, and

the format of lunchtime announcements, assigned AC : Asking the same person to tuck in their shirt| Will host a movie night on the twentieth to show

lunchtime seating for teachers, and her attendance amore than once...in the same thirty minutes. “Boys Don’t Cry”, a movie about a female transgender

Stu-Fac meetings on a regular basis, have permeateTG: What is your favorite part of your job? teenager, played by Hillary Swank. In the future, the

into our every day lives. AC : Getting to know people...Just being here—waik| GSA plan to collaborate with other local GSA’s, for
Last week, | sat down with Mrs. Cass to ask her aing around the hallways, talking to people and sitting €xample the GSA at RHS, captained by Katie Salwen,

few questions about her new job, the school, and life in on classes. or the one at Hotchkiss, captained by Dana Drost.

at Wooster. continued in next column continued on page continued on page 8

“Journalism largely consists of saying 'Lord Jones is Dead' to people who never knew that Lord Jones was al®K."Chesterton
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You, Me, and 300 Million

by Thea Goodrich ‘08

MANAGING  EDITOR

By the time you read these words, you may be just one of 300 million Americans. Population researchers
predicted that the population of the US will reach that milestone number sometime in mid-October. If tha
makes you feel rather insignificant, think of it this way: there will be 299,999,999 other people, give or taki
few, feeling exactly the same.

300 million people. That's almost twice the number of human beings inhabiting this country in 1950. Hg
did we come to be so numerous so fast? The life expectancy in 2006 is thirty-one years longer than it wa
1900, which is not surprising considering the never-ending development of new medicines and surgeries. Ne|
civil wars nor nation-wide epidemics nor economic depressions are taking the livelihoods of US citizens, and
are a very advanced state in terms of environmental technology such as water purification and waste treatn
The average American is now expected to live to be 78 (strikingly older than the age of 34 in Botswana).

Perhaps the biggest factor in this colossal growth, however, is not our collectively longer lives, but immig
tion. The chance that the 300 millionth baby (how daunting to carry such a large number on such small sh
ders) will be born into a Spanish-speaking household is greater than ever before. Actually, the specially n
bered citizen may not even be an infant—he or she could have just snuck across the border onto American
quite unknowingly upping the new country’s population.

The big question: will we all fit? There’s not an easy answer. Major cities are already incredibly congested
that is starting to spill into the suburbs as well. Some regions, notably the southwest, that don't have such a |
population density now may soon start to develop one as their wide open ranges are flooded with new citiz
That seems to solve the problem until we realize what a large toll the increasing amount of humans (with la
and more frequent demands) is taking on our resources. As more “McMansions,” condominiums, and exten
retirement communities are built to accommodate the people of this country, the less actual usable land we
left with—and that can’t be an entirely good thing.

The birth rate here is higher than both Europe and Japan, and it doesn’t look to be slowing down anyti
soon. We became 200 million in 1967, and now the US Census Bureau is forecasting that the population of|
relatively young nation will reach 400 million in just 40 years. Many of us students will still be alive—with grg
ing hair, aching backs, and a suscription to AARP, but alive—by then. Want to keep track? Visit the bureg
population clock at http://www.census.gov/main/www/popclock.html.

C ROC H UNTER D |ES ALTERNATIVE continued from page 4

of the 1990s as reported by the Energy Informatio
Administration. In addition, there is still the question
of the effectiveness of the alternative energy source
that we are pursuing. Each type presents its own pro
lems.

Solar energy has long been viewed as a hope|
replacement for the average power plant. It utilizes th
€ seemingly limitless power of the sun and lets of
N absolutely nothing into the atmosphere. In many loca
P tions, however, this is impractical because of the cen
 monality of cloud cover. Even in relatively sunn

places there is simply not enough output. According
Mto University of Idaho’s Electronic Green Journal, it
Mhas been estimated that to fully power the state g
fOregon from Solar panels it would require a 60 squa
Mmile field of solar panels. This is, of course, an unreg
B istic solution.

The other two popular alternative
energy sources are Hydrogen and Wind
but Hydrogen simply has too many envi
ronmental impacts and Wind Power is
unreliable.

Gretta Reed ‘09
SrarF WRITER

More than 200 million people in 120 countries hav
seen Steve Irwin's show, "The Crocodile Hunter". I
it, his passion for wildlife preservation showed, as h|
talked passionately about the crocs of Australia in aj
enthusiastic Aussie accent. It was obviously in hi
blood, since his parents were the founders of th
Australia Zoo. Irwin worked with many dangerous
animals, but sadly, on September 4th, he was killed
one whose danger he might never have expected;
was stung through the heart by a stingray, a type @
sea animal that is generally harmless. There have o
been eighteen recorded deaths (including Irwin's) du
to stingrays; the animals usually onl « .
sting ngjth )t/heir barbs if they are ft)e,eling; | think my path

would have always

threatened. Irwin was filming at the p
in was timing gone back to or deliv

time of his death. d t idiife. |
Irwin was only 44, and is survivec ?iﬁ?nkrcv?ld(ljifgvlis jlui-t

by his wife, Terri, and their two chit

o

e, like a magnet...” Yet, despite expert's criticism of the
dren, Bindi a_nd Bob. Everyone wa St g | alternatives to oil, private citizens are
shocked by his death, but the subse - STEVE IRWIN already taking a successful step towards

quent outpouring of support began | future not dependant on oil. The New York Times
instantly. More than 5,000 people attended Irwin's opjine recently did a report on a small community in
memorial service at the Australia Zoo, during which Arizona known as Carsten Crossings. The communit
his daughter Bindi, who is eight years old, gave |ayag pyilt with the addition of solar panels to all of the|
speech in which she referred to her dad as her heloroots. One man who was interviewed claimed that h
Irwin's father urged people to stop mourning, and sayed over $200 a month in electricity bills comparej
instead to celebrate his son's life and feel free to laughig pig prior non eco-friendly house. The sales manag
once again, at his crazy antics. of the small community claims that about 40% of thef
houses'’ energy is provided by the panels; despite all
PERsPECTIVE continued from page 2 this the houses still cost about the same to buy.

I have plans with friends almost every Friday nigh It seems that alternative energy can at some poin
and weekend — perhaps we're trying to maximize thepe a viable solution, however there still remains th
amount of time we spend together before such oppor| problem of fuel used for cars. At this time there is nq
tunities become more rare. | don't think I've glanced other true replacement in sight for gasoline. E85 ha
at my watch once during class this year and | certainlyits problems and coal can be converted to liquid form
haven't wished the clock to move faster so | can get dnpyt the procedure is too pricey and it would not pre
with the day. | haven’t had a hard time waking up i vide a clean solution.
the morning and have hardly wished for just five mor Despite all of the work and money that has beel
minutes of sleep after my alarm blares. funneled into research, there is most likely no singl

By this time next year, | hope to be sitting in my| answer to the problem. The solution will come as

dorm room on a Friday night (my fingers are crossed combination of alternative energies. However, therg
for Vassar College), preparing to go out with friends may be no answer. As the British scientist Crispin

whom | can only imagine and have a great time. | hopeTickell says, "...we have done remarkably little t
to love all of my classes, to be settled in at a placéreduce our dependence on a fuel [oil] which is a limit
where | know I'll thrive and be happy. | know I'll miss | ed resource, and for which there is no comprehensi
Wooster and all of its people; it's impossible for me sybstitute in prospect.”

not to — but | hope my sadness doesn’t keep me

Art School
Confidential?

by Kelly Macyntyre ‘08

CONTRIBUTING ~WRITER

have
t
e a

If you're considering applying to an art school,

Wknow that one of the most important things you will

Shilve to submit for evaluation is your portfolio. A

theditfolio is a collection of your most recent artwork —

Wenerally between twelve and twenty pieces. The

neBluirements for portfolios vary from school to
school; some schools restrict the entries to observa

&ional drawings, such as self-portraits using a mirror,
Uigure drawings, and still-life sketches. For instance,

Ubu may be asked to include a still life of a bicycle or a

s8itoe.

When William Swan, an Admissions Counselor at
aAd Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, spoke to students cor

ArgRjering art school at the Aldrich Museum in

MRidgefield on October 5, he emphasized that appli

9€4nts must be familiar with the specific requirements

BI¥6r the submission of a portfolio. He also said that it's

@8reshing to see certain things such as landscapes, the
interiors of buildings, architectural scenes, and streets,

M@ combination with the usual self portraits and figure

thisawings. He added that it's central that a student's

Yinterpretation of his or her subject be expressed in

Ughservational drawings; this way the admissions staff
can connect with the student and gain more perspec
tive on his or her life and development in art.

As you begin thinking about finalizing your port
folio, you may want to have it checked by someone
who knows what colleges are looking for. If you're a
senior or a junior and are looking to have your portfo
lio evaluated by various art schools, the Aldrich

ssMuseum is holding a Portfolio Day on October 23rd,

during which prospective applicants can have their
portfolios discussed by actual admissions representa
fdives from The Cooper Union, Boston University,

e Rhode Island School of Design and a dozen other
prestigious art schools. The admissions staff are there
to help you develop your portfolio and improve your
chances of being accepted into your choice school.

The rubric by which portfolios are ranked goes
from A to E, and then N — A being the best and E
being very weak. N means that the portfolio is not

f sufficient. The average portfolio that would be accept

eed is a C, but due to late trends in the influx of appli

| cants, a high C or even B is a more accurate average.

A misconception many students have is that art
schools want to see an artist's progress throughout his

| or her art career. Avoid sending schools any pieces
that are older than a year, because most schools are
looking for a snapshot of your art technique at the
present moment.

Most importantly, when sending in your art, never
send in the originals. Digital pictures on a CD are the

gformat of choice. Lighting, color, and picture quality
is key, so if you can’t control any of these factors on
your own, you may want to have photos taken profes
sionally.

As Mr. Swan reminded us at the end of his speech,

e most of the portfolio judging process is based on

g opinion. Don't get stuck with a school that criticizes

bryour technique or style of art. Some schools are only

looking for students who will blend into the image
bfhat their school already has, which is why it is essen
tial that you find a college that is a good fit for you.

SNEew US Heap continued from front page

ETG What do you think of the 8-5:30 day? Do you
think kids have enough time at home, with their fami

Slies, or even to complete all their work?

» AC My personal opinion is that it's a long day. |
would have to ask kids if they have enough time...this
would be part of the project.

' TG What do you think of the self-help program? Do

2 you have any changes in mind for the programs?

2 AC | love it — it speaks volumes about Wooster's ethi

? cal center and development of leadership. No changes
in mind.

O TG What do you think of the relationship between
lower, middle, and upper school?

€AC | think we can enhance this relationship through
Division Heads working as a team

STubenT Voice oF WOOSTER PAGE 2
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Books In
General

by Emma Mustich ‘07

MANAGING  EDITOR

The Foreword to the 2005 Edition of The Best 357

Colleges, published by The Princeton Review, begins

5

“Every year, about two million high school graduates
go to college. To make sure they end up at the rig
school, they spend several billion dollars [collectively’

on the admissions process. This money pays for . : S N
P Y pay “}uted student evaluations (and, this time, evaluation

countless admissions officers and counselors, a bun
of standardized tests (and preparation for them), an
many books similar to — but not as good as - thi
one.” However, it is my sincere hope that other cel
lege guidebooks are better than those published h
The Princeton Review, for although no college guiee|
book can truly claim that it says more about a partieu
lar school than a college visit could, The Princeto
Review has done a remarkably bad job of trying t
describe the schools it deems “The Best.”

One thing to be wary of in any college guidebook
is the concept of student evaluations. The Princeto
Review proclaims that its books include “the mos
revealing answers” from college students across t
country. But, as Wooster’s College Guidance
Department emphasizes and common sense confirm
a student can't measure the quality of a college’s pr
grams based on the opinions of anonymous evalu
tors. What The Princeton Review is suggesting is tha

high schoolers make “informed” decisions based op

the evaluations of unnamed people they have ney
met; clearly, this is ridiculous. If you, as a senior i
high school, are a serious musician who doesn’t wa
to play any sports at university, do you want to hea|
what the captain of the football team thinks about hig
school? If you are an introvert, do you want to heai
from extroverts about a college’s social scene? If yq
were looking for a good Modern Language
Department, for example, would you ask a Physict
major for his or her advice? Obviously the answers t
these questions, for most people, are “no” — but if you
read and rely on the books published by Th
Princeton Review and other companies who mak

“Best Quality of Life”, sent in their questionnaires,
while only very few students from other schools,
which may offer equally attractive lifestyles, complet
ed theirs. It is hard to gauge the meaning of ranking
(entirely subjective in the first place!) that are base
on statistics involving so many variables.

Part Three of the book consists of two-page pro

The profiles include four ratings — one each fo
Campus Life, Academics, Selectivity, and Financi
Facts — and each rating is done on a four-star scal
'Although this method does place each college on
tcontinuum — and provides an easy way to compal
them — it is hard to find out what the stars actually sig
nify. Not only are these ratings based on the often

completed by administrative officials as well), but the
L book’s editors are vague about their methods for judg|
ment: the explanation of the Academic Rating (found
in the first section of the book) begins, “[This mea
sures, o]n a scale of one to four stars, how hard st
dents work at the school and how much they get bac]
for their efforts.” The editors list more contributing
factors, such as “number of hours the students stud
ied,” but they are all quite clearly subjective. One
should remember not only that the student evalua
tions used were filled out by what is probably a miner
ity of college students, but also that these college stu
dents do not necessarily represent the norm for thei
individual colleges.
Colleges that | have researched in The Princetol
S h .
D Review’s books and subsequently visited have ofte
b proved to defy the content of the short paragraphs o
t“Academics", “Life”, and “Student Body” included in
each school’s profile. Overwhelmingly badly written
and often painfully imprecise, many of these quote
e - - A
heavy descriptions, while they do state (verbatim) th
mopinions of student evaluators and include some ge
erally accurate facts about individual schools, are f:
less useful than a productive visit to a university’s we|
site, a look at a view book or course catalog (The Be|
u357 Colleges admits that it tells readers nothing aboy
the strengths of individual departments or programs)
or, of course, a college visit. Reliance on books pul
lished by The Princeton Review — or, indeed, an
other such company — can lead to serious misinforma
|, tion; it is safe to say that nothing can truly serve as
efruitful substitute for a visit to a college or time spent
| investigating a college’s own materials. If you want t

y

n
D

h

€

S
D
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i

files of each of the 357 colleges mentioned in the titlg.

a

PREFECT'S
PERSPECTIVE

by Chelsea Gilchrist ‘07
PHOTOGRAPHY ~ EDITOR

e. Lastyear, | thought that by this time I'd be starting

a0 become a complete basket case. | figured that the

ebrospect of the start of my last year at Wooster would
be enough to push me over the edge and make me all
sentimental and mushy. | imagined myself clinging

s tearfully to things and people, with the knowledge

that this September marks the beginning of the end.
But shockingly, I'm ok. While the nearness of my
graduation is always at the back of my mind, the con
cept of it is not dominating my thoughts as much as |
figured it would. Sure, it's still an uncomfortable topic

k for me to discuss, and I still completely hate that I'll

have to leave, but I'm concentrating on the present
and taking everything day-by-day, which is new to me.
Past Wooster graduates have said that senior year is
the best they've ever had at the school, and I'm willing
to let it be my best year, rather than spend it worried
and sad, anticipating the end.

Thirteen years is a long time to spend anywhere,
and | don't think anyone could spend that amount of
ihtime somewhere and then deny that she had some sort
nof deep connection with the place. By the time | grad

uate, Wooster will have been my home for more that
75% of my seventeen years. | was much too young the
first time | set foot on campus for me to remember
the moment today; | had a tiny Wooster T-shirt as a

4 baby. It seems like | was born to go to Wooster, as

corny as that sounds. It is undeniably my home, and
[its people are my family without question. The fact
jthat | have to leave it in a few short months is almost
stincomprehensible to me, for I've actually never had
t life without Wooster. And frankly, I'm terrified.
However, the idea of college has become much
more exciting to me. | used to dread going to a new
place, meeting new people, making new friends, and
getting used to new rules and a new way of life. Now,
pall of that seems like a brilliant new adventure in my
mind, albeit a daunting one. | think I'm ready for the
college part of it all—it's the leaving Wooster part that

similar claims, you are in effect doing all of thes
things.
Statistically, lists that rate colleges based on stude

4 | feel unprepared for. And, of course, the application
pProcess doesn't exactly seem like a barrel of laughs,
g but I've got a feeling that it will be over before | know

[ be happy with your college list, you have to mak
h decisions based on your own values, desires, and-p
ions, not those of anonymous college student

evaluations are also of questionable trustworthines:
Part Two of The Best 357 Colleges is titled, “School
Ranked by Category;” categories range from “Thg
Toughest to Get Into” to “Reefer Madness.” But there
is no transcendent truth to these ratings; the same sty
dent questionnaires discussed above are used in erg
ing the lists, and although the editors estimate th
number of questionnaires that were returned a
110,000, readers are not enlightened as to where thg
students are enrolled. For all we know, all 1,600 sty
dents at Davidson College, which tops the list for

SENATE RACES TO
WATCH

by Nick Allred ‘09

SraFF WRITER

As oxymoronic as it may sound, this is an exciting
time in the Senate. The Republicans are in power, b|
voters are dissatisfied. Pundits are comparing 2006
1994, the year in which Republicans surged int
Congress to end decades of Democratic control
However, recent Democratic campaigns have prove
ineffective— they failed in 2004 to defeat Presiden
Bush, despite his weak poll numbers. Here are some
the key races in the Senate, which the Democrats wj
need to win for the Senate to change hands:

Virginia : This was considered a safe seat f
Republican George Allen when Governor Mark
Warner chose not to run against him. But Democrati

candidate Jim Webb is a moderate and formg

Secretary of the Navy, and Allen had made himsej
vulnerable. His decline in popular opinion began whe

L cepti
5. y '
L and impersonal editors.

IsrRAEL: A TRAVEL LoG

by Mallory Kahn-Johnston ‘08
CONTRIBUTING ~ WRITER

a

b

. This summer | was lucky enough to travel to Israell
“I say | was lucky because my parents were definite
iffy about the whole idea, but, after my friends, my|
cantor, and | had done some serious convincing, | wa
signed up to go. | went to Israel with a program calle:
The National Federation of Temple Youth (NFTY),
and traveled with around 500 other Jewish teens. Ju
as my countdown in my AIM profile was reaching sin
gle digits, an Israeli soldier was captured and he
hostage in Gaza. | have to admit, | was scared at th
point. | talked with my friends who were going on the
trip and we all decided that it was still safe to go an
that we would probably just avoid the Gaza strip.
The first part of my trip was spent in Prague (or|
Praha, as the natives call it). We did some shoppi
[,and touring for four days and then we took a charte
cflight to Cyprus, where we spent the day at the beac
b From Cyprus we boarded The Magic 1, a cruise shi
and made our way to Israel. We docked in Haifa an|
akissed the ground of Israel, the Holy Land. From
it Haifa we went straight to the Negev, where we sper
pfour days and three nights hiking in about one-hun
jdred degree weather. After visiting the Negev, w
went to Kibbutz Tzuba. Everyone was having such
(great time that we all had forgot what had happene
in Gaza; we arrived at Kibbutz Tzuba on July 13th
one day after Hezbollah captured two Israeli soldier:
rand killed three others.
¢ The first night in Tzuba, two of my friends
knocked on my door and told me to come and watch

it.

Even though | haven't been spending every waking
moment thinking of next June, senior year has felt dif
ferent so far in comparison to past years. I'm not sure
whether to blame this on being a senior and having
graduation looming or just having small differences in
my daily routine. I'm taking five courses, which is less
than I'm used to, and having multiple free periods in

ymy day is somewhat strange. | don’t have gym class
any longer. | have much more responsibility than | am
saccustomed to, which comes with being a Wooster
senior and a prefect. | chose almost every single one of
my classes rather than being forced to take one toful
sfill a requirement. My classes are made up of people |
haven't had so much contact with in the past, which is
da great change, though | do almost miss my regular
acrew of classmates. I'm a techie in drama after school,
which | enjoy more than any other activity I've ever
d done at Wooster, and it exposes me to another group
of people | haven't known as well in the past — a huge
bonus. The days seem to breeze by, done in a flash,
gand while this makes me feel as if the precious short
time left is zooming by too fast, | also know that the
.time is passing quickly because I'm enjoying myself
,and making the most of my days. | don’t think | could
d have asked for much more.
As a class, we the seniors are the same as we've
t always been, and so far, nothing is all that different,
besides the added responsibility of senior leadership
e and the prospect of filling out college applications.
a Personally, though, I've noticed a few small changes in
dmy own behavior. I've taken to walking by myself to
the Science Building or Wellington Cottage rather
s than with a group of friends, and | pay more attention
to the sights and sounds of our wonderful campus.
I've upped my usage of the word “love” when talking
about classmates or teachers or other students.
continued on page 2

continued on page
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GLoBAL WARMING : THE DEBATE

GLoBaL WARMING :

THE SOLAR CULPRIT
by Carl Wolk ‘08
EDITOR -IN -C HIEF

TIME recently declared to the world, “In the past

five years of so, the serious debate has quietly ende

Global warming, even most skeptics have conclude
is the real deal, and human activity has been causi
it.” This statement is the epitome of misinformation
thrown daily at the American public by the media and
those in power; not only has “the serious debate” cen|
tinued to rage on, but the arguments presented by th
skeptics are rock solid in their scientific foundations,
and should be closely examined.

To fully understand what factors are at play, it ig
critical to understand the behavioral cycles of th
Earth’s temperatures. Every 100,000 years or so, tl
Earth enters an Ice Age, only to reemerge into a war
period. Many environmentalists point to the fact that
CO2 levels and temperature follow the exact sam
trend, implying that the increase in CO2 levels that
the atmosphere has undergone will cause a jump
temperatures, just like it did in the past. Yet this ig
very misleading. This idea goes on the assumptig
that the Earth’s temperature is dependent on COZ2
concentration, when in fact, it is just the opposite. Icg
ages actually suppress CO2 levels, for colder ocea
absorb more CO2, and larger ice caps reduce CQ
exchange with the atmosphere.

During these larger cycles, smaller, less dramat
cycles occur. In the 1970's, scientists began to unde
stand the sun’s short-term cyclical pattern; 200-30!
years of warming will occur, followed by an abrupt 70
years of cooling. Between 1100 AD and 1250 AD, th
Medieval Maximum, in which the sun was especial
strong, brought about a worldwide warming period,
which was followed by the Little Ice Age (1650-1850)
The Little Ice Age was brought about by the Maunde
Minimum, which was encompassed by few sunspot
less irradiance, and low magnetism. Since then, so
activity has increased to its highest level in 8000 yea
(Solanki), producing the warming we have seen sin
1850. In fact, the Earth has seen 10 major cold pe
ods since 8700 BC, and some scientists are predicti
an upcoming period of global cooling, where the Sul
will hit another minimum.

When solar sunspots are at their peak, the plasn
solar winds around the Earth also increase in intensity
These solar winds block cosmic rays (rays of energ
from imploded stars), which enter the Earth’s atmes
phere and react with Nitrogen, to form radiocarbon
C14 atoms. These atoms liberate electrons, whiq
ionize other molecules that cluster together in a chai
reaction to condense water molecules, thus creatir|
clouds.

During the Medieval Warm Period, C14 levels hit 3
minimum, coinciding with a temperature and sola
sunspot maximum. During the Little Ice Age, C14
levels hit a maximum, and now during the moder
warm period, C14 levels have hit another minimum
this one about 40% more powerful than the minimum|
seen during the Medieval Warm Period.

This chain reaction has created a undeniable redy
tion in low-altitude cloud cover; over the last five
years, we have seen a 2% decrease in low-altity
cloud cover, which is estimated to increase the Earth|
temperatures by 1.2 watt per square meteg
(Svensmark).

continued on page ¢
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Alternative Fuel
Sources

by Luke Gilson ‘08

CREATIVE DIRECTOR

N

i

=

This past summer gas prices soared at the pump
£ a high of $3.02 nationwide on August 11. This cause
Yat public outcry and a true push for alternative fuel
was started in America.
E-85 became one of the main focuses of the dee
ening interest and it became the poster boy for th
8.new cheaper, greener approach to the oil solution. E
385 is a mixture of 85% ethanol and 15 percent gas
line. The mixture is supposed to be cleaner than it
€fuel dominated counterpart, according to the National
i Ethanol Vehicle Coalition, and it supports the domes
Nttic economy by using American crops for the produc
N tion of the ethanol.
However, the cleanliness claims are not fully sup
Néported by all researchers. David Pimentel of Cornel
/-University stated in 1998 "Ethanol produces less €a|
Ybon monoxide than gasoline, but it produces just a
much nitrous oxides as gasoline. In addition, ethang
adds aldehydes and alcohol to the atmosphere, all
hwhich are carcinogenic.” Statements like these she
N doubt on the true effectiveness of E85.
d  The American government reacted energetically t
the disapproval by the American people at the risin
gas prices. They did not and have not truly pursue E§
research however they did and are boosting financi
support of other non-oil energy sources. The
increased the funding for the Solar America Initiative
by $65 million. They hope this extra funding will
“accelerate the development of semiconductor mater
als that convert sunlight directly to electricity”.
COverall in the president’'s 2006 State of the Union he
announced a 22% increase in Clean Fuel technolo
dresearch.
S With all the money being pumped into researc
I'there has yet to be a major slowing of oil imports b
the U.S. Though the numbers fluctuate by year, ther
has been approximately a one thousand barrel a d

continued on page 2

THE PrROBLEM AT HAND

by Ben Leib ‘08
SraFF WRITER

“The debate on global warming is over.” Thus
writes Gary Stix, one of the editors of Scientific
American, in the introductory article to that maga
zine’s special edition on ways we can fight global
warming. Nowhere in the issue was there any argu
ment over the reality of global warming—its
inevitability was a foregone conclusion. Despite the
claims of a few fringe skeptics, the scientific comrau
nity has come to the consensus that increases in
greenhouse gasses, at least partially attributable to
humanity, has and will continue to lead to an increase
in the global temperature.

The science of global warming is grounded in the
idea of the greenhouse effect: the Earth receives radi
ated energy from the sun, of which about 70% is
absorbed; this energy heats the land, oceans, and
atmosphere, and is eventually reradiated back into
space. However, the Earth’s atmosphere, while rela
tively transparent to visible wavelengths of radiation,
is highly absorbent of infrared wavelengths of radia
tion. Most of the radiation coming from the sun is in
the visible wavelengths, and thus makes it easily
through the atmosphere, but most of the radiation
reemitted by the Earth is in the infrared wavelengths,
and is thus absorbed by the atmosphere. This results
in a net increase in the amount of energy in the Earth
and its atmosphere, which in turn results in higher
temperatures. The atmosphere’s absorption of infrared
energy is due to the so-called “greenhouse gasses,” the
Omost significant of which are water vapor and carbon
dgioxide.

Global warming is caused by an increase in the
amounts of these greenhouse gasses in the atmos
P phere. Water vapor, while accounting for the largest
? percentage of the greenhouse effect of any atmospher
“ic gas, does not play a significant role in global warm
Ding. This is because the amount of water vapor in the
Sair is determined by the temperature of the atmes
phere—increased amounts of atmospheric water vapor
is an effect, not a cause, of global warming. In fact,
this effect creates a feedback loop, in which increased
temperature leads to increased water vapor, which in
turn leads to a stronger greenhouse effect and further
| temperature increases. Note, however, that this loop
cannot start with increased water vapor—some other
B stimulus must cause the initial increase in temperature.
This brings us to consider the next most important
Odgreenhouse gas, carbon dioxide. Unlike water vapor,
tmospheric levels of carbon dioxide can vary indepen
dently of temperature. Figure 1 clearly shows the tight
D correlation between carbon dioxide levels and global
U temperature. While some skeptics may point out that
Scorrelation does not imply causality, in this case, the
Bltundamental science behind the greenhouse effect,
which is not disputed, tells us that the logical conciu
sion is that carbon dioxide levels do in fact affect gleb
al temperature. Indeed, this data shows us exactly
what we would expect from our knowledge of the
greenhouse effect.

All right, so far we know that increased carbon
Ydioxide levels lead to increased temperatures, and we
have the empirical data to back this up. So why all the
current concern over global warming? Well, it turns
out that carbon dioxide is one of the biggest products

? of the Industrial Revolution.
ay

continued on page 6
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“Eco-Friendly”
Students Start Clul

by Will Julian ‘07
CONTRIBUTING ~ WRITER

Upon hearing the word “eco-friendly”, most pic
ture either Alan Greenspan or a hippie sitting in a tre:
with the words “free love” tattooed on somewhere on
his or her body. As President of Wooster's Eco
Friendly Club, | feel compelled to clear up some o
the misconceptions about our mission.

The easy way to do this is to tell you what Eco
Friendly is not. Eco-Friendly meetings are not a time
to check your stocks and see how well the S&P 50
did. Nor is membership an excuse to grow your hai
long, never shower, and plant trees.

Eco-Friendly strives for more than this. Students
are focused on changing the ways our society beha
in order to conserve our environment. For our first
task, the Club took on the use of styrofoam in our
lunchroom. Said member Dora Rice, “| was disguste
by the amount of styrofoam we use and throw awa
considering the fact that it is non-recyclable.” So, with
the help of head chef Michael Reale, the school w
not be ordering any more Styrofoam.

The preservation of our environment is no smal
task. It is very easy for mere students like us t
become overwhelmed and give up. This is why
strive to get students involved on a personal level. T|
club will be putting up posters that list ways individuall
students can help the environment. All in all, | think
the Enlightenment philosophe Voltaire said it bes
with his phrase, “We must cultivate our garden.”

If there is one thing Eco-Friendly is, it's versatile.
We are always open to suggestions. Whether you're
member of the faculty or a student, you don’t have tq
be in the Club to be part of the change. Being ecoleg
cally friendly is not just limited to a club --it is a
lifestyle that | hope you all embrace.

MAKE LIKE A TREE AND LEAVE

By Dorothy Rice ‘08
SrarF WRITER

Every second, a section of trees the size of two football fields is being cut down in the rainforest. The rainfor
est holds more than eighty percent of the world's plant population, and one out of every four ingredients used in
modern medicine also comes from the rainforest. However, at the rate at which the rainforest is disappearing, an
estimated nine thousand species of plants and animals are becoming extinct each year. There is a great chance
that by 2060 there will be no rainforests left.

The rainforests are being destroyed for many reasons, for example, to create pastures for cattle, to produce
charcoal and paper, and to make lumber.. The waste that results from tearing down the rainforest is atrocious;
the litter left by the workers piles high; and fumes from the machines needed to clear trees adds to the ever-
growing hole in the ozone layer. The Amazon Rainforest produces more than twenty percent of the earth's oxy
gen; each hour an area roughly 700% larger than the New Orleans Superdome is destroyed.

It seems inconceivable that we encounter the rainforest in everyday life, but some major companies finance -
and profit from - the destruction of this ecosystem. For example, Bob's Discount Furniture uses the wood to
make cheap products; some of the companies funding the destruction of the rainforest are the Mitsubishi
Corporation, Georgia Pacific, Texaco and Unocal.

The rainforest is one of the richest habitats in natural resources on the face of the earth. One hectare (2.47
acres) has roughly 750 types of trees (more than the entire range of tree species found in the United States) and
1500 different species of plant. A study shows that the U.S. National Cancer Institute has 3000 plants on file
that help fight cancer cells; more than seventy percent of these plants are found in the rainforest. A shocking
twenty-five percent of the dominant ingredients in today's cancer-fighting drugs come from organisms found

})nly in the rainforest. If every month we lose an area of the rainforest that is the size of Belize, as is the case
today, we might lose these resources and possibly lose, for example, the one plant that hasn't been discovered
that could cure cancer (or any other number of diseases). The problem with the large number of cancer fighting
plants in the rainforest is that an equally large number of people are going into the forest to get these plants.
While the harvesting of plants is not as violent as the complete destruction of acres in the rainforest, it is hurting
the forest's ecosystem all the same.

L In the time that you spent reading this article an area fifty times as large as the Pentagon has been cleared

I from the rainforest. Stopping this destruction seems impossible, but it is not. Purchasing acres of the rainforest
is one way to help stop the damage; another is to buy locally or United States-grown fruits, vegetables, and
grains. While this sounds irrelevant, it's not: the majority of the cleared areas in the rainforest are used for-farm
ing crops that are used by large countries like the United States. In 2060, people of our generation will be well
into their seventies, eighties, and nineties, and our chance to do something about this destruction will be over.
Our grandchildren may live in a time when no rainforests exist; every year we lose an area twice the size of

o Florida to rainforest destruction and it's up to us to do something about it.

3

Oll Spills Plague Environment

by Katie Silverstein ‘07
MANAGING EDITOR

es

d

Oil spills happen more frequently and in more
diverse locations than many people imagine. They alsc
occur for many reasons, ranging from accidents to
deliberate attacks. The latter was the force behind the
oil spills this past summer in Lebanon. Bombs struck a
p power utility in mid-July, causing oil to leak out and
espill into the Mediterranean Sea. Approximately 150
€km of coastline have been affected. An International
Assistance Action Plan has been written up, but, as of
now, the extent of the damage to the environment is
unknown.

On the other side of the world, in Loreto, Peru,
Amazonian natives are in the process of protesting the
adaily contamination of their river. According to the
Federation of Native Communities, five barrels of
contaminated water result from every barrel of oil pro
duced. The Achuar people, already devastated by
poverty, have noticed the toll this pollution has taken \.40n should not be allowed to happen, especially
on the ecosystem. The pollution is also linked to can gince much of it is easily preventable. Many people
cer and deformities in humans. Leaders of the Achuar 4ot see how oil pollution can affect us. Consider
people traveled to Lima to bring their case to the gev
ernment, but the issue remains unresolved.
Apparently, putting a halt to oil production leads to o gpills—they get oil on their feathers and die after
economic problems. . . grooming themselves. Fish and birds alike go blind

Oil spills aren't simply a foreign problem that we m this pollution — but it doesn't stop there. When
can ignore. Last March, a section of & pipeline in j3i4er animals eat sea creatures, and we eat the larger
Alaska’s Prudhoe Bay disintegrated, leading to theanimals, we are exposing ourselves to all kinds of
spillage of 270,000 gallons of oil. This led to investiga ,opiems that can result from oil pollution. Oil pollu-
tions of the company BP, who owned the pipe system. yi,n can't he stopped—some of it is accidental. It can,
BP is being chastised for letting its pipes corrode; however, be reduced with closer attention and better

their former practices may have been in violation of strategy both from world leaders and ordinary citi
the Clean Water Act. zens.

Twenty-four oil spills occurred last year alone. This
is a preposterous figure. This kind of global contami

this: when water is contaminated, sea animals are
immediately affected. Birds are prone to dying from
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I sRAEL continued from page 2

We went into their room and turned on CNN. The

three of us sat in shock. A bomb had hit Haifa afte|
Israelis had bombed bridges and other strategic plag
in Lebanon, in order to get their soldiers back. M

friends and | looked at each other. We had been

Haifa four days earlier. We started to freak out: Wh
hadn't the counselors told us? Did they even know|
Were we safe?

From that night on, watching the news became
nightly ritual. The only news stations that were broad
cast in English were CNN, Sky News, and the BBC
news. Every time we watched, we found ourselv
yelling at the TV. CNN almost always showed storieg
of injured children and families in Lebanon and out o
all the times we watched it only twice showed a famil
who was broken apart by Hezbollah's civilian target
ting Katyushas. BBC was worse than CNN, and ofte|
after we had watched Sky News our voices we
hoarse from screaming. Sometimes the news wou
call Israel the aggressor, when it was clear to us th
Israel was just defending herself. And gradually m
friends and | found ourselves saying "we" instead

“Israel" and saying "America" instead of "we." Orje

night we caught ourselves and started to tear up; Isrd
had really become our home, and we didn't want an
thing bad to happen to it.

One part of the trip that was really hard on a lot of
us was when one of my Israeli counselors was call
up to the Reserves. In Israel, men must be ready
serve in times of need until they reach the age of fort
My counselor Yoav, whom we all loved like a bi
brother, got a phone call and came over to tell us th
news, and within thirty minutes a car was there to pic
him up with all his stuff. In complete shock, we said
our goodbyes and a lot of us cried because we did
know when, if ever, we would see him again. No on
would mention the main question we were asking ou
selves: What if he is killed?(before it was what if h
dies...I think it has more meaning if it says what if h
is killed...). Knowing someone who was actually fight|
ing made the war ten times more real to everyon
Every time we heard on the news that an Israeli soldi
was
killed, we would listen for Yoav's name, hoping an
praying that we wouldn't hear it.

For the last week of the trip we had Israeli teens
most from the north, come and stay with us. It wag
such a great experience to see how they viewed eve

thing that was happing. One boy named Shay said th;

a Katyusha had hit the fields right near his house. A
few of my friends and | were talking to him and we
asked him if he was okay, and if he was scared. He s

something along the lines of: "Why would | be scared
I'm only a little disappointed that | wasn't there

too see it, it must have looked cool.” We all gaped

him. “In Israel it is different from America.” He
explained. “In America you think about what could|
have happened and how horrible it would have been
it had happened, in Israel we thank God that it didn’
happen and move on with our lives. In America yo!
dwell on the past, in Israel we think about the future.”
| left Israel with a new perspective on life and a sp
cial bond to a country | had only visited for four
weeks. | now check the newspaper every day for a
news, bad or good. | left Israel on the twenty-fourth|

day of the war, with feelings of love | never thought ||

could have for a country, or for a group of people. A
| was walking off of the plane and onto American soil
I turned to my friend. “I want to go home,” | said.

“Me too.” She replied. “Me too.”

Mr. Street fights off the cold during one particularly
eventful Outdoor Educaton

GLoBAL WARMING continued from page 4

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Changg
claims that the Earth has undergone a 1.4 watt p
esquare meter increase in heat since the beginning

the Industrial Revolution, and all of it can be attrib

Nuted to the CO2 increase. Yet, it seems as thoug|
Solar activity can account for 1.2 watt per squar
" meter of the warming. [See Sunspot vs Temperature

CO2 Concentration Graph]

Estimates for a completely perfect “greenhouse
environment project that human emission of CO2
could be responsible for 45%-100% of the warmin
f'that we have seen. (Lindzen, Charnock & Shring
Kondratjew & Moskalenko) Unfortunately, it is not
that simple.

Such a simple calculation does not account for ne

~

g

Negative feedback mechanisms are what keep t
Earth from having a runaway climate, much like thal
I(on Venus, where the planet continues to becom
3\armer and warmer. If these negative feedback meci
Y anisms did not exist, then he annual northern summe
31heating cycle would never end, and would continuall
warm.

An important issue with data currently under con
Y sideration is the inadequate account for UHIE (Urban
Heat Island Effect). In and around cities, air-surface
temperatures can be considerably greater than in tl

€

e

e

Cother heat-trapping surfaces and shapes. The conce
‘is that GISS, the most-used global temperature dai
U set, is very inaccurate because its censors are loca
Chear cities and airports, and only measure near-surfaj
temperatures, which means that the cooling in th
stratosphere is being ignored.

An alternative data set is MSU, which uses a spaq
©pased, satellite-employing technique that eliminate
UHIE and accounts for tropospheric cooling. The
P difference between the two data sets is astoundin

h

L between MSU and GISS, leading many to believe th,
[ 'a portion of the warming the Earth has seen has n
Pleven occurred.

UHIE is important because it is responsible for
j some of the 0.3 degree Celsius warming that we thin
’may account for some warming, but another theor
exists and is still under consideration. The post-WW.
-aerosol load of Cold-War booming economies an
2 atomic bomb testings may have added to reflecti
particle loads in the atmosphere (albedo), whic

I

3Many believe that the warming the Earth is currentl

I undergoing is a “catch-up” from a clearing atmes
tphere.
g Another misleading trend that has become oh s

_circumstantial evidence. For exam

i ple, Greenpea

released images of a retreating glacier in Argentina,

U

L four of the six glaciers in Lake Argentina are relativel
unchanged, and the other glacier has actually grown

60%.

n

ing claims such as this one made by Discove
Channel “99.9% of scientists say we know what i
going on.” Yet, more than 17,000 scientists, includin
2,100 climatologists, signed the Oregon Petition stat
ing, “There is no convincing scientific evidence tha

future, cause catastrophic heating of the Earth’
atmosphere and disruption of the Earth's climate.”

ping global warming, maybe it should consider whaj
evidence it is acting on. The impulsive, over simplis
tic, environmentalist movement uses inflamed an
consistently inaccurate models, with dubious model
within the models, based on flawed data, while igno
ing negative feedback elements, albedo, UHIE, an|
solar strength to support an alarmist movement i
Western culture.

Journalism is the ability to meet
the challenge of filling space.
--Rebecca West

ative feedback mechanisms that are in place on Earth

'surrounding area because of cement, buildings, a d

? there is a 0.9324 degree Fahrenheit disagreeme

that we have seen since 1975. Surely, co2 emissip

masked warming from an increase in solar radiang

popular among environmentalist activists is the use g

an attempt to show the disastrous effects of globg
warming on nature. Yet, Greenpeace left out the fag

The media further perpetuates the hysteria by mak

human release of carbon dioxide, methane, or othg
greenhouse gasses is causing or will, in the foreseed

So, before the Earth’s economy is invested in stop

ProBLEM AT HAND continued from page 4

Put all these facts together, and the only possible con
clusion is that anthropogenic (meaning caused by
®Mhumans) global warming is a definite reality.
OT " As | mentioned at the beginning of this article, the
vast majority of the scientific community support the
htheory of anthropogenic global warming. | could
£ begin to list the scientific organizations which support
Sthe theory, but I'm limited in the length of this article.
, However, Naomi Oreskes did a survey of 928 peer-
reviewed papers, of which not one disagreed with the
consensus in support of global warming. In research
ing opponents of the theory of global warming, only
several names come up. Many of these, including the
two best known, S. Fred Singer and Robert Lindzen,
have known ties to corporations with a vested interest
J in denying that fossil fuels are causing global warming.
Lindzen received $2,500 a day while consulting for
& xxon Mobil, and wrote an article opposing global
warming which was underwritten by the Organization
Eof the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC).
hSinger is also listed as a consultant to several oil com
" panies. Is it a coincidence that the few dissenters from
the scientific consensus tend to have ties to big oil?
Global warming is a reality. Anthropogenic global
warming, despite what many people may want to
think, is a reality. Skeptics say that some studies have
errors, and this is probably true. However, while these
skeptics may point to a few problems with several
tudies, they ignore the vast body of undisputed work,
"Il of which leads to the same conclusion. Specific
3details of global warming are up for debate, and per
tQ’i’aps the skeptics are right about a few points. Global
C&arming is a theory, and as such, it's not set in stone,
? but the fundamental science and data behind it is
indisputable. Global warming is occurring, whether we
Clike it or not, and it's time for us, like the people at
B Scientific American, to stop wasting time arguing
about what we already know and start thinking about
Jr;]\{vhat we can do to rectify what we've already done.
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Jack Orr ‘07 sets up for a game-winning goal. Boys
Varsity Soccer went on to become HVALchampions
in their final game on November 3rd with a final score
of 5-0
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faculty and students inquiring about our safety; we
have class, but everyone’s mind is more on the unfel
ing war than on learning Arabic. That night, we arg
awakened often by bombing of the Southern suburb
of Beirut, only three kilometers from where we are
Israel also bombs several bridges all over Lebanon,
well as towns in the South of Lebanon, where forty:

June 29th- After a brief placement test, | begin four civilians are reported killed.
classes at the Lebanese American University in Wes  July 14th - We get a phone call from our twenty
Beirut. One hundred foreign students are divided up Year-old son, Sami, who has been dialing for hours
into classes ranging from beginner/elementary to 9et in touch with us. He isn't eating or sleeping wellj
advanced. It is a challenge to place someone like m¢/Vhen we reassure him, he retorts, “Tell me what i
who speaks and reads fairly well but has difficulty with f€ally happening, stop saying there is nothing to worr
writing. As my goal is to be confident teaching apout!" That night, Isrgel bomps the actual Bewgt
Wooster's new Intro to Arabic course, | opt for a Airport, the country’s pride and joy, as well as the air
lower level, hoping to improve my writing. Tamer, POt fuel(depot,( and otherltarggtg all over the country|
our twenty-four year old son, is in a beginner's class. _Be|rut airport is closed indefinitely, and Israel ha:

July 9th- Our friends Hasan and Rajaa Khalil drive iMposed a naval blockade of the country. Everyon
us South to Tyre for lunch. We've been friends since Who has come to vacation in Lebanon is now trappe
1979 when we were two newly wed couples living in here- ) o
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. The next year | had Tarek, and  July 15th - Israel is now targeting infrastructure;
month later Marwa Khalil was born. My husband Many buildings in prgdommaqtly Shia South Bellru
Mohamad and | would have two more sons, Tamer &€ destroyed, and Hizbollah fires more rockets intg
and Sami, and the Khalils would have two more !Srael. Hasan Nasrallah, the leader of Hizbollah
daughters, Rouba and Sara. In Tyre, Hasan shows uthreatens to send rockets even further into Israel if
the ancient Christian neighborhood with its Byzantine etaliation. Clearly the conflict is escalating rapidly
style church and narrow streets. We park and walk The widow of Mohamad's brother Said calls to sal
along the old fishing port, past the wooden fishing that she and her children and two grandchildren ar

BEIRUT

by Vera Fakhouri
CONTRIBUTING  FAcuLTY WRITER

boats to the Phoenician Restaurant. At a table under90ing to stay in a chalet the family has in Zarour

an awning, we sit facing the port sampling delicious nglve people will crowd into athree—bgd.room chalet]
mezza (appetizers) while we wait for our fish to cook. having been through the Lebanese Civil War, and
Hasan, whose family is originally from Tyre, points Previous Israeli invasion, they are all very frlghtgned.
out that the fishing boats, many named for Christian We sit helplessly in front of the television, witness
saints, are tethered to a dock that sports many tiny ing the destruction of the country’s infrastructure, and
Hizbollah flags. “The Christians and the Hizbollah countless civilian deaths. A park in Beirut fills with
party live side by side here in Tyre,” he points out. refugees from the South, and shelters are opened up
July 12th- On our way home from classes Tamer all of Beirut's schools. In an internet café | find an
and | hear the news: Hizbollah has taken two Israeli @Mail from my son Tarek disparaging me for using th
soldiers prisoner in a raid into Shebaa Farms, an are@djective “surgical” to describe Israel's bombing, esp

Lebanon claims as theirs. An Israeli tank that follows Cially since it is now widespread and indiscriminatg.

the raiding tank hits a land mine and He asks me to call Nessreen, a fellow medical stude
Israeli soldiers are killed. Tamer is quite worried but | from Michigan who is visiting her family's village in
assure him that this is nothing out of the ordinary the Bekaa Valley. She has not been back there si
because Hizbollah has an ongoing border dispute with She left at age seven, and is now trapped in an area
Israel in South Lebanon. Early that evening, Mohamad 9€ted by the Israelis. A lighthouse in West Beiru
and | drive up to Broumana, a beautiful mountain that has been out of service for years has been hit,
resort town. Tony and Samira Farhat, also friends has the Liban Lait factory in a Christian sector of
from our Jeddah days, have invited us to meet at theirBeirut. This dairy processing plant is far from the
apartment and then have dinner; Tarek and NadiaSouthern suburbs, and its owner is a Lebane
Jaber, also of the Jeddah group, join us at our table Or(;hnsnan. | promise myself(to describe this destruc
the verandah of the restaurant overlooking the moun tion @s | see itin further emails. )

tains. The warm company of such long-standing  Today Israel hits the Jiyyeh power plant in Sout
friends makes me regret living so far away. Nadia's-€banon, causing a 15,000 ton oil spill, the worst th
cell phone rings. It is her daughter Nada, whose two Mediterranean has ever known. | tell my son that thi
children are staying with Tarek and Nadia in the War is not as frightening for me as the Israeli invasio
Chouf mountains to escape the oppressive heat of the0f June 1982 was, because at that time | had two he
Kuwaiti summer. less infants to worry about. During that invasion, we
Nada is nervous and asks, “Mama, should you be ouWere all visiting from Saudi Arabia, and when news

tonight?” the invasion came through, Mohamad and | decided f
“There is no cause for worry,” Nadia reassures her90 down to Beirut airport and try to get out of the

daughter. Twenty minutes later, another daughter, country. We waited for hours in a very hot airport
Mona, is on the line, also worried. with the two infants until we finally got a plane to
“Everything is fine,” repeats Nadia. “We are going to Athens, and then another one to London. As we
see Feyrouz sing at Baalbeck this weekend. entered the flat in London, the phone was ringing. |
(Obviously, this annual concert was cancelled. Was Mohamad's eldest brother, Said. “The radio

Feyrouz would not sing her poetic songs about reporting that your brother Hassan and | were both|
Lebanon until September.) killed in a bombing but this is untrue. Hassan got hif

That night, we are awakened when Israel bombs theWith shrapnel but he is alright,” he said.’ )
runway at Beirut International Airport, several _July 16th - Both Israel and Hizbollah's actions hav
bridges, and targets in villages in Southern Lebanon Killed many civilians on each side of the border.
This retaliation is much more widespread than we hadfinally reach Nessreen. Her family tried to escape t
expected. Syria, but turned back as the bombing got close to th
July 13th- At nine o'clock in the morning, | meet area they were in. They are lying low in the hous
Tamer and the other students and teachers in the stu Waiting for a chance to get out of Lebanon. Roub
dent resource center of our program at the LebaneseKhalil calls us. Her parents, Hasan and Rajaa, le
American University. My heart goes out to all these Lebanon a few days after our lunch outing to Tyre
young Americans and Europeans. Having been awak Her sisters are wq_rklng in Paris and in Tangiers; thi
ened by the bombing at night, they have faces drawnleaves Rouba terrified gnd trapped here alone. She
from fear and lack of sleep. Dr. Mimi Jeha, the pro 9ONne up to the mountains to get away from the bomb
gram director, tells us she has a meeting with theind @nd wants us to help her get out of Lebanon. B
University’s board to decide whether to keep the pro this time, we have decided not to wait for the Embass
gram in Beirut, or to move it to L.A.U.’s Byblos cam [0 evacuate us — we plan to flee through Syria, an
pus. An American student who has contacted the Mohamad promises to bring Rouba out with us.
Embassy says she was told to “sit tight.” She tells us _ July 17th — After downloading all of her father's
how to register with the Embassy in case there is anOffice files onto her laptop so that he can conduc
evacuation. | send an e-mail to my sister and ourPusiness remotely if necessary, Rouba joins us
neighbors in Brookfield to say that we are safe, and Hassanah'’s apartment. She is so frightened that she

that thus far the Israeli bombing has been “surgical”. | Unable to eat, or sleep. We do all we can to make f|
begin to receive emails from friends and Wooster feel comfortable. Talal Fakhouri, Mohamad’s cousin

continued on page

' WORLD NEWS

Democratic newcomer Ned Lamont defeated the
8hcumbent Senataor Joe Lieberman in the Connecticut

Democratic Senate primary election. Lieberman has

announced that he will be running as an independent,
0giving rise to his nickname, “Independent Joe”.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
downgraded its global warming estimates for 2100.
The new estimates entail a 2 - 4.5 degree Celsius
increase in temperature.

IS

In a show of military might, North Korea threatened
e to test long-range missiles in the Sea of Japan. The
dincreased tensions came as the U.S. was preparing to
test its missile defense shield, which successfully shot
down decoy missiles a few months later.

War broke out on the Lebanon-Israel border when
' Hezbollah militants captured two Israeli soldiers. The
invasion into Lebanon was halted due to poor execu
tion and international condemnation, with the excep

tion of the U.S. and some moderate Arab countries.
e

Italy won the 2006 World Cup, beating France in
apenalty kicks by a score of 5-3. The final was high
lighted by Zinedine Zidane's, captain of the French
team, head-butt of Marco Materazzi, who was report
edly making comments to Zidane about Zidane's
mother and sister.
n

e Oil prices rose to a summer high of a little over $78
¢ per barrel. Since then, they have fallen below $60.

nt

Edvard Munch’s famous paintings The Scream and
CRladonna were recovered by police in Norway after
aBeing stolen in August of 2004.

as
Pluto was demoted to a “dwarf planet” after the
International Astronomical Union redefines what a
lanet is.

In the Swedish General Elections on September 17th,
Ethe conservative Alliance for Sweden won over the
leftist Social Democrat party that has been in power
[ for 12 years.
P

f

01n early September, an E. coli outbreak kills one per
son and causes over one hundred to become sick. The
outbreak was traced to California raw spinach.

sOn September 4th, Steve Irwin was stabbed and killed
by the barb of a stingray while filming a show about
the Great Barrier Reef.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average, a stock index that
is representative of part of the American economy, has
smashed its all-time high of 11,722.98 points. The

i’ Dow is now threatening to break 12,000 points.
i

h
I
D
e
b

B Tony Blair, Great Britain’s Prime Minister, will resign

hasext July and leave the Labour Party next May. Tony
Blair has been a staunch supporter of the War on

y Terror, including the War in Irag, and has supported a
liberal economic agenda at home.

d

On October 8th, North Korea claimed that it test a
nuclear weapon in an underground facility. Although
@it is known that North Korea did test a nuclear
I§veapon, it is unknown whether or not it was success
€ful. Negotiations for sanctions against North Korea
have begun in the U.N., without the support of China
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SENATE continued from page 3 tough re-election in a moderate conservative stat
Allen called one of Webb’s campaign workers aHis opponent is well-liked Democrat Sherrod Brown.
“macaca,” a derogatory Moroccan term for a dark- The Ohio Republicans have imploded after corrup
skinned person. Still reeling from allegations of Governor Bob Taft's criminal conviction and
racism, Allen made another major blunder. He denied impeachment. This race will be one of the first indiea
his Jewish heritage and acted as though the mere-suctors of the Democratic Party’s strength in Ohio,
gestion was a personal attack on him. It turns out he iswhich was a key state in the 2004 electio
Jewish, which has led to accusations of anti-Semitism Connecticut : You probably all know the story by
Most recently, a former college classmate claimed thatnow: Joe Lieberman lost a narrow primary tq
Allen made racist comments while he was attendingunknown antiwar challenger Ned Lamont. Liebermal
the University of Virginia. Allen counterattacked, cit  is running as an independent, and he is favored to wj
ing an article Webb wrote in the seventies against-let based on his popularity with Republicans. But Lamon
ting women into the naval academy as proof of has been on fire, and he’ll be even stronger with th
Webb’s sexism. However, the momentum is clearly whole weight of the Democratic Party behind him.
with Webb at this point, and Allen will have to strug The winner will certainly not be a Republican: Alan
gle to hold on to his lead. Schlessinger is an exceptionally weak candidate, taki
Pennsylvania Incumbent Rick Santorum has been a the Republicans out of play for this seat. Who wing
vocal supporter of the Bush administration, and in this this election will be a referendum on the war, and o
“blue” state he is running behind his Democratic chal which accounts for recent Democratic success: th
lenger, Bob Casey. Santorum has been attacking CaseDemocratic Party message resonating with voters, g
via advertisements, and it works: Casey’s approva simply dissatisfaction with the Republicans.
rates are decreasing. However, negative ads have nc  Washington: Incumbent Maria Cantwell would be
yet helped Santorum pick up more votes; it seems hisvery vulnerable in a normal year. But this year is ng
strategy is to bring Casey’s lead down far enough thatnormal, and so she is the favored one going into thi
the formidable Republican “get-out-the-vote election. She has not particularly inspired liberal
machine” can do its work. But Casey is willing to sling because of her support for the Iraq war, but in a yeg
the mud too, and his damaging ads are not helpingwhere the Democrats have momentum it is unlikel
Santorum’s high unfavorable ratings. This one will that GOP candidate Mike McGavick will pick up this
come down to the wire, but as of now it looks like the seat. Still, this is among the GOP’s best chances fi
Democrats will unseat an important incumbent. and upset, and so it McGavick will receive plenty of
Montana: Montana is an overwhelmingly “red” funding.
state. Yet Conrad Burns, a powerful Republican, i
perhaps the most vulnerable incumbent in the natio
this year. Burns took more money from convicted
lobbyist Jack Abramoff than any other senator, an
has often been cited as an example of congressio

GSA CHAPTER continued from front page
An exciting event is coming up on Wednesday, Apri
18th, 2007, the National Day of Silence. On thig

h:day(we may do it on Thursday because of sports

2.BEIRUT continued from page 7
finds a driver to take us to Damascus; he will also help
us get temporary visas at the border. We plan to leave
in the morning. | send word to my family that we are
leaving, that | will send word from Damascus.

July 18th- We say tense good-byes to Mohamad’s
.brother Hassan and sister Hassanah, who hands us
sandwiches she has made. We are all aware of how
dangerous this journey to Syria will be. Upon our
arrival to Damascus, | send this email from the hotel:
rDear Friends and family,

We awoke at 2:00 a.m. to bombing that sounded very
eclose. We got up at 4:30 a.m. to get ready for our
journey to Syria. Outside on the balcony, the smell of
gunpowder and phosphorus from the bombs was per
nvasive. The fires from the bombing have created a
cover of smog over Beirut and no clean air can get in.
n We kissed our relatives good bye and got into a 7 pas
esenger van for a high speed and very harrowing ride
rover the mountains to the Syrian border. God was
with us, as the very road we traveled was bombed by
the Israelis within hours of our passing along it. Upon
tour arrival here in Damascus, we learned that British
le Airways had canceled all flights from Damascus. We
swill be flying from Aleppo tomorrow morning.
rBritish Airways will transport us by bus from
Damascus to Aleppo tonight. We leave Damascus at
1:00 a.m. We are grateful for our safety, but of course
rbroken hearted for Lebanon and the Lebanese people,
f who had just begun to live normally again and to enjoy
travel to various parts of the country, and to have their
relatives from abroad come back to visit again. It was
very difficult to leave our relatives behind. Mohamad
and Tamer join me in thanking all of you for your
thoughts, prayers and support.

Love, Vera et al
e

corruption. He barely won re-election in 2000, and is
facing an even tougher race now. His opponent, ce
trist Democrat Jon Tester, was president of the stat
senate, and his attacks on Burns to highlight Burn

corruption have been successful. Furthermore, Burn

blasted firefighters, saying to a group of them tha
they had not done “a goddamn thing"—another inei
dent that sullied his reputation. Burns has started ren|
ning his own attack ads, but his integrity has been pe
manently damaged. Tester has a slim lead in the pol

issues), allies and anyone who would like to participat]

will be voluntarily silent to protest the forced silence
g of the estimated 1 out of every 10 person who i
» GLTB. This event needs lots of participation, and cal
s be extraordinarily powerful if enough people partiei
pate.
The GSA meets every Monday during labs, and h
6 active members, and Vannessa Courchene-Roy °
and | are co-presidents. If you are an ally, feel free tf
|<come and join in any of our activities, we don’t judge

There is an email list in the student center for peopl
whom would like to be informed of upcoming GSA
events. We would be happy for the support of ong
more ally.

but Burns has quite a war chest and will fight for hi
life.
Ohio: Republican Mike DeWine is running for a
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| The Wooster Evacuation Plan was recently tested. In

P case of an emergency that requires students to leave
the area, students check-in with advisors and then

walk as a group up to Tiedemann field.
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Question: What do you think Outdoor Ed does?

Ben Ross ‘09 KATHRYN KocH ‘07 GRETTA ReeD ‘09 DorotHY RIcE ‘08 MR StunT
They practice ancient Wicca  They knit. Badly. They have Civil War reenaet ~ They play Quidditch! ...Who gives?
traditions on Tiedeman. ments!

STubenT Voice oF WOOSTER PAGE 8



