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Dear France...

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT ,
Jack WickHAM '08
WRITES A FAREWELL MESSAGE

by Tim Fitzsimons ‘06

Neal Adams, Upper School head and beloved teache
and friend to many, will be retiring from his position as g
full-time teacher and administrator at the end of the schoal
year. Mr. Adams, who has been teaching at Wooster sinciPear France,

would consider signing on as Upper School head.

September 1996, will return in the second semester
teach World Geography and the American Presidency.
Mr. Adams first entered the teaching world in

September 1965 as a humanaties teacher at John Jay H
School, in Katonah, New York. His course, wrote the|

June 1996 issue of FOCUS, John Jay High School's st
dent newspaper, was a “dramatic exception" to the mu

dane classes of the mid-sixties high school curriculun

Humanities incorporated "history, literature, and art into

one class and often had teachers from other departmern

come in to speak."

After Adams left John Jay to teach at Wooster, hi
career quickly moved from being a part-time teacher to
full administrator. Just one year after signing on to teacl

| have a few things to tell you. As you may or may
not know, in a matter of weeks, | am leaving you. First
off, | want to thank you for everything: the friends
jiand family with which you have provided me, the lan
‘guage you have taught me, and, of course, the food
you have fed me. Secondly, | want to tell you that I'll
h miss you. Third, | must tell you that you changed me,
.and that | won't ever be the same again.
It's hard to sum up my stay here, mainly because it
t.has been so short. In a quick nine months, | gained
friends, a new family, and a glimpse at the other side
of the world. | quickly got used to playing roles that |
lahad never before played. | was a member of the
h Guéricolas family: playing with the dog on cool spring

(o

AP United States History, Russian Studies, and Americah €venings, going to the vacation house in Ardéche, and

Political System, Adams was approached by both Alvi
Hamilton and John Cheeseman about whether Mr. Adam
Adams agreed, and served in that position for nine years.

Mr. Adams is known throughout the student body for his impassioned speeches and his earnestness.

when he first arrived at Wooster, Mr. Adams has continued to appreciate Wooster and its values: "The mq

got to see this school...the more | saw the value of what is happening here." Outside of school, he and his | 1
enjoy vacationing and kayaking at their home in the Adirondacks, which is where the Adamses spend their suMontfavet by 163 points, losing to Les Angles by 1
mers. Coming home from upstate New York every autumn back to Connecticut was difficult, said Mr. Adams Point, and winning the regional cup. If anything, my
and also, in jest, "the only thing | didn't like about Wooster was having to leave the Adirondacks!"

Adams is "so happy to be able to go on teaching,” and also to “"end [his] career on such a high note." In

Mr. Adams looks forward to spending a summer in the Adirondacks with his wife, three children, two grandeh

dren, and Ben, his golden retriever. And, for the first time in a long time, Mr. Adams will be able to spend a |

autumn in the Adirondacks, enjoying the fall foliage, catching up on reading, and preparing for the courses
will be teaching next year. Though Mr. Adams will be sorely missed, his respite is quite deserved. Wooster

eagerly await his return in January 2007!

N AGIN RE-ELECTED
AMIDST THE RE-BUILDING
OF NEw ORLEANS

by Colleen Farrell ‘08

On Sunday, May 21, mayoral elections in Ne
Orleans were primetime news. For months after all
the destruction Katrina caused, the world had bee|
wondering how the famous Crescent City could
rebuild itself after such a great loss. Perhaps the el¢
tion was a symbol of hope for new beginnings. Th
city has decided to keep its old front man in charge t
re-construct its new beginning. And boy, does he hav|

an agenda.

According to the BBC, over 1,300 people died i
the flood and its aftermath, and less than half of Ne
Orleans residents have returned to their hometown
Mayor Ray Nagin plans, in the future, to use the city'
largest venues as transit points rather than shelter

N EW SPECIES
101

by Thea Goodrich ‘08
We humans are at the top of the food chain. If w

a single bomb or, with enough money in our pocket
cfly all the way to the moon. We are fascinated b
e everything from drunken celebrities caught on film to
why time seems to speed by when we have an upeo

actually in the waiting room. Yet we, the rather amaz
ing Homo sapiensare only 1 out of 1.5 million known

eing dentist appointment, then slows down once we're

I seeing the lovable (yet somewhat delusional) grand
s mother sing in her plays. | was a student at the Lycée
de I'Arc: taking the bus at 7:25 each morning, pretend
5iing to laugh at the Spanish teacher's bad jokes, and
ravoiding the principal at all possible occasions. | was
weven part of the Caderoussien basketball team: beating

stay has given me a taste of life as a teenager in this
caffluent European country.

i Coming to France, | was pretty vulnerable. | was
rdifferent from everyone here. | didn't know the area,
ididn’t know the culture, and didn't even know the lan
\guage. And all of that, France, you slowly taught me. |
learned how to communicate with facial expressions
and hand gestures alone, how to understand people
without comprehending the words coming out of
their mouths, and how to be patient and resolve any
problem (I also learned that those last two often come
hand in hand). | look at people in a different way.
They are just more real.

| know that you may not quite understand what |

mean by all this, and that's okay because it's not all
clear to me either. I'll just leave you with one last
memory, and maybe you will see what | mean: A
friend and | were sitting on the ruins of a chateau
upon a hill. From where we sat, every rooftop in

2 Orange (the nearest decently-sized town) was visible.

hso choose, we can demolish an entire city by droppingWe had just finished talking about our lives, our

thoughts, our problems, our questions. After a minute
of reflective silence, at the exact same time, we turned
to each other and said, "We're all the same, really."
mThanks for everything, and see you again soon.

--Jack Wickham

species on this planet—and that number is increasir

should another disaster strike. The use of these placg:Life As We Know It.

as a last alternative was a key problem in last yedr
evacuation. Places such as the Superdome stadium
the Morial Convention Center were chaotic and
packed, at the end of August, with those who hadn't
fled the oncoming hurricane in time. What mayor Ra\
Nagin hopes is that "there will be no shelter of las
resort." With the new transportation sites planned,
issue of transportation itself is also being reviewed.
Many of the people left behind during the hurricane
were those without a personal means of transporta
tion. According to Nagin, Amtrak trains will be avait

able as a means of evacuation if necessary.

continued on page

In Laos, a country settled between Vietnam an

remained hidden for so long mostly because the cou
try is very isolated and doesn’t have the most invitin
political environment for traveling biologists. The
the forests in which the frogs live are already in danger
and gold coloring was also found in the same regio
this species’ greatest threat is from collectors, a
apparently the salamander is a hot commodity in th
Japanese pet market.

continued on page

. every day as scientists discover more and more orgd
isms that previously, we had not even known existed.
isHere’s a rundown of some of the newer additions tg

arThailand, eight new species of frog have been diseay
ered in just the past two years. In this case, they

f
being cleared. In 2004, a new salamander with blagci

y

D 0

"I truly believe that if all schools could be like Wooster, we would live in a different world.Neal Adams
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NEw SPECIES continued from page 1

Last year an animal that was thought to have bee
extinct for 11 million years was also discovered livin
in Laos—it is a rodent that looks like a hybrid rat-
squirrel and is known as the kha-nyou.

Relatively close to Laos, in the Chinese province g
Yunnan, a new species of fish was also located—but
fossil form. The fossils found, four pieces of different|
skulls, are supposedly 400 million years old, and m
provide another clue in the search for hard evidence
the supposed evolution from fish to vertebrates, a
they have characteristics of both ray-finned (mos
modern fish) and lobe-finned (ancestors of today’s
land-dwelling vertebrates) bony fishes. Scientists ha
just recently gotten a step closer in the quest to prov
Darwin’s theory of evolution, by finding one so-called
“missing link” in northern Canada. Called a “fisha
pod” because it is neither a true fish nor a true tetra
pod, the Tiktaalik roseaefossil has the scales and fin:
of a fish, along with the lungs and beginnings of
neck, shoulders, and wrists that are associated wi
four-legged creatures.

The two locales on Earth that are thought to con
tain the most as-yet undiscovered species are t
rapidly disappearing rainforests and the massi
oceans that provide all life with vital water. In the
ocean near the rather mysterious Bermuda Triang|
researchers have so far found a dozen new specieg
marine animals that include fish, zooplankton, worms
jellyfish, and snails. (The DNA of the zooplankton is
currently being sequenced in an attempt to make
worldwide inventory of the many various types of the|
tiny creatures, and if all goes well, the project shoul
be complete in four years.) Searching for creatures at
depth of five kilometers (instead of the usual one kilo
meter) proved a great help in finding so many previ
ously undetected organisms.

What has ten legs and blond fur, yet isn’t exactly
“rock lobster"? The Kiwa hirsute found last year near|
Easter Island in the South Pacific, of course.

It is not simply a new species, but has been given i
own genus as well, though many seem to prefer simp)|
calling it the “Yeti Crab.” It has no eyes and is obvi
ously blind, which is rather a pity given its own bizarrg
appearance.

And apparently we haven't even found all of the
dinosaur remains yet! One of the more recent paleen
tological discoveries is interesting more so in ham
than in characteristics — thédracorex hogwartsiakull
fossil, found two years ago in South Dakota but onl
just put on exhibition, was indeed labeled in honor o
Hogwarts, the fictional wizarding school in J. K.
Rowling’s Harry Potter series. (There is also an alu
sion to the ubiquitous dragons in “dracorex,” which
translates from Latin into “dragon king.") It is consid
ered a new species within the pachycephalosaur fam
because its head is flat rather than domed.

The human race’s closest animal relatives are-p|

mates, and it appears there were (and probably stjimakes sense when one sees the organized notes|

are) a few gaps (which may, if we're not careful, sog|

be permanently empty) in our extended family trees|

The discovery of theRungwecebus kipunjnonkey in
Tanzania was initially thought to be the first reveta
tion of a new primatespeciesn twenty years—but
after a further examination of its skeleton and genes,
looks as if it belongs to a separate genus entirely, mal
ing it the first new primate genus to be found since
1907. The tree-dwelling creatures of this group ha
gray-brown fur with a “dual-directional mohawk” on
the top of their heads. The sad part? Reports are sg
ing that there are fewer than a thousand of these mo
keys left. Deforestation is destroying the only habitat]
of an animal of which, until last year, no living speci
men had been found.

Those are just some examples of the staggeri
level of biodiversity that surrounds us, and of which
our knowledge is expanding every day. Despite th
discovery of new kinds of prehistoric reptiles, micro

!]

f
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THAT 'SALL FoLks!
Wooster says Farewell to Mr. Chong,
Science Teacher Extraordinaire!

o

by Mary Eames ‘06

e

« "Folks, folks, please!", "Walk with your ruler, walk
with it!" Ask virtually any Wooster student, and he or
she could tell you who says these signature phrase
athe one and only Mr. Chong. Having taught
Electricity, AP Chemistry and of course, Conceptual
d Physics here for six years, Mr. Chong will be leavin
eus this June; he has decided to journey back to h
homeland of western Canada. Throughout the time h
has been here, Mr. Chong has made a positive impre
sion on many students, and will forever be remem)
abered by all who knew him here. As Jessica Hughg
'06, a big fan of Mr. Chong, says, "Who could forge|

tsand interesting science demonstrations? Mr. Chon

ywill be sorely missed by the Wooster community, but
everybody will have only fond memories of his time
here."

For some reason, Mr. Chong is just impossible no
to love, and is quite a favorite with the student body
When Wooster senior Jackson Coakley delivered h

e last "Random Fact of the Day" for the year, he gave
series of facts about Mr. Chong, the last being, "A lo]
of people wear Superman pajamas, but Superm
wears Mr. Chong pajamas!" The entire lunchroon
burst into laughter and applause. Everybody coul
identify with the notion that Mr. Chong is famous in
his own right. The question is, why? What makes Mr|
Chong the type of teacher that every student respectg

ihl think it's because he is 100% dedicated to his sty
dents and tries so hard to get everyone to understan
riscience. He practices and rehearses his lessons, wh

nputs on the blackboard. Mr. Chong has unconditiona|

classes in a professional manner. The view from M

Chong's classroom in that respect must be mutug

between teacher and students. He never multitask
t during class; he expects students to be focused; and
k focuses in return. This is exactly what students nee

to get something out of a class. Mr. Chong leaves ea
estudent with an impressive knowledge of the physic
(or chemistry, or electricity) of things.

Physics isn't an easy course, but Mr. Chong make
it fun with his diagrams, interesting demonstrations
and projects (especially the rockets!). He is alway!
ready and willing to spend time giving extra help an
working with a student until he or she understands
cconcept. His kind demeanor and engaging classes &

looked back on joyfully, even for those who have gon
eon to college. "I love Mr. Chong!" shouts Emmett
Coakley '05, now a freshman at RIT. “Mr. Chong gav

y

scopic plankton, and lobsters that could pass as me|
bers of Abba, the list of animals we know about is stil
seriously incomplete. We humans, with the larges
capability to protect other species (by preventing

human environmental misdeeds), just have to make

sure that we keep this shared environment in goo|
condition, for we certainly aren’t the only ones who
inhabit it.

n us the most interesting demonstrations!" says Mical
Frost (who also graduated last year and is now finis|
t ing up his first year at Lehigh University.) "I remem
ber really enjoying his class."
So, as Mr. Chong goes on to a new place in his lif
d | would like to say, on behalf of the Wooster commu
nity, that what he has taught us will never be forget
ten. Thank you, Mr. Chong!

<

D

) ( et early music spred|
his perfectly structured classes, endearing personality rapidly through

J websites

Saudiences singin
€along with their|

Bthough they had

?

respect for his students, and believes in teaching hi

5

WHATEVER
PEOPLE SAY | AM,
THAT'S WHAT I'M

NOT

by Ben Ross ‘09

Have you heard of the Arctic Monkeys? They're
probably the fastest rising stars in the indie music
scene today. Their debut alburWhatever People Say |
Am, That's What I'm Natreleased in February of this
year (in the US), exploded in the UK and has broken
records in album sale. Their two singles, when
released (10/17/05, 1/16/06), went straight to the top
of the UK singles charts. A spokesman for HMV (a
UK music retailer) commented "In terms of sheer
impact... we haven't seen anything quite like this since
The Beatles." The album sold 360,000 copies in the
UK alone during its first week, breaking the record for
the largest first week sales of a debut album. At the
2006 Brit Awards the Monkeys won "Best New Band,"
and they were the first band to win both "Best New
Band" and "Best British Band" at the NME (a major
UK music magazine) Awards.

But how did they get to this level of fame? Their
origins are even stranger than their unexpected suc
cess.

When the band was started in 2002, its members
were by no means seasoned musicians. The two-gui
tarists (Alex Turner and Jamie Cook), each only six

0 teen years old at the time, both asked for guitars for
$Christmas.
€ playing the drums so that he could be in the band.
SAfter a year they had their first performance and start

Their friend Matthew Helders started

ed gaining majo
fattention. Their|

likq
Myspace.com an
Purevolume.com
Before they kne

it, the Arctic
Monkeys had

songs, eve

n't released an album. After a long period of resistance
(they refused record company scouts access to shows)
they finally decided to sign with a record label
(Domino Records).

The Arctic Monkeys' rise to fame without a record
label is actually quite earth shattering. It is a major

fjchange from the way the record business has always
Iworked. This, however, is not what sets the Arctic

IMonkeys apart from other similar bands.
A combination of harsh wit, social commentary,
‘nonsensical banter, and cocky generalizations, their

Ilyrics speak to the feelings of a lot of young people.
| Combine this with their intricate and catchy guitar

Sriffs and you have musical gold. On top of that, each
Nof the songs on the album feels different and yet main
dtains the fresh sound that the Arctic Monkeys are

tfamous for.
The Arctic Monkeys have created a new and inter
esting musical sound and have broken the traditions of

Smost music success stories. Now the only thing that

stands in their way is that they must live up to their

B pop-god status and continue to produce the kind of
| material that people now expect of them.

They are scheduled to release a new single this
f'summer to support their US tour.

o

The Bottom Line: Definitely worth checking out; the

€ band brings something fresh and new to the table.
N The album definitely lives up to the hype.

Score - 9/10

e Standout Tracks - | Bet You Look Good on the Dance

Floor, A Certain Romance, Mardy Bum
Editor's Choice - A Certain Romance

Arctic Monkeys (Feb. 21 2006)
Domino Records - 13 tracks, Total Time [39:08]

STUDENT VoOICE OF WOOSTER PAGE 2
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THE CHAPEL DEBATE:

WHAT 1S APPROPRIATE IN THE SERVICE?

by Carl Wolk ‘08

Wooster's chapel program is something that serve
to educate the student body on spirituality, the Bible
and the basic tenets different religions. Many peopl
fear that chapel can become boring if it only deals wit
the aforementioned issues, and that students mig
feel as though it is a drag to go to chapel ever
Monday. One way of dealing with this issue is to dis
cuss something students may be interested in.

What, though, crosses the line? Can we discus
political issues? Political issues have had a place|
church services, but in this case, those are who g
being preached to are students, who may or may n
have made up their mind on any issue (or even se
both sides of the argument!). On April 24, Reverend
Robert Ross, Wooster's chaplain

e famous essay entitled “Letter from Birmingham City
h Jail.” It was an open letter to the ministers and clerg

ythat it was improper for Dr. King to pursue the civil

ptpeople to work with secular issues.

el

by Reverend Robert Ross

<

When Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was jailed in
Birmingham, Alabama in April of 1963, he wrote g

tof Birmingham. These church people had insinuate|

rights interests of African-Americans in the streets
through non-violent resistance. They encouraged hi
5<to hire lawyers who could work for the same goal
ithrough local and Federal courts. According to the
rBirmingham clergy, it wasn't appropriate for religious

The same thing is happening at Wooster School.

discussed global warming and ho
important it is to be aware of our
vehicles' gas emissions. We di
cussed global warming as a crisi
and how we must help reduce th
amount of pollution in the air.
Whether or not global warming is g
crisis at all is still ambiguous, an
many believe that it is a non-issug
In fact, the symptoms of global
warming can be attributed to man
other natural occurrences, such g
the increase in temperature of th
sun, the after-effects of recent vel
canic eruptions, and the fact that w

The opposing
article suggests
that discussing
the environment,
and the impact
that automobiles
have on it, is not
an appropriate
topic for Upper
School chapel.

find this odd
since | began the
chapel service in
question with a
very specific

are still exiting an ice age.

Global warming, despite its name, is not warming
the upper troposphere, where it is actually about 1.
degrees Celsius cooler than it was in the early 90
The only major (recent) geological or climatic change
are due to volcanic eruptions (El Chichon, and Mt|
Pinatuba); in fact, in the 1970's, there was a perid
during which many scientists believed that "globa
cooling" was occurring. In general, though, the eartl
has warmed over the past century by 2.7 degref
Fahrenheit, give or take 0.9 degrees. The cause f
even the existence of global warming is debatable, a|
whether or not this is a “crisis" is ambiguous.

The next week, we discussed Iraq and the Iragi W
in chapel. The sermon began with the Reveren
quizzing us on the religious geography of Iraq
Reverend Ross continued, saying that we need
know basic facts about the world to be educated vo
ers. From there, we moved on to sing "Give Peace|
Chance" by John Lennon. One person said, reflectin|
on the service, "I am glad Reverend Ross is educati
us on global issues." Others were not as content wiff
the nature of this service: one student stated, "It wa
obvious he was referring to the Iragi War, and we ga\
peace a chance for a decade and Saddam [Huss
slaughtered hundreds of thousands, something the U|
stopped.”

Such issues make for lively debate, but they mig
not be appropriate topics for chapel. Although they|

can be connected to the Bible in many ways, should . )
; Both articles represent the authors’ personal views ar|d

political views be preached to students who may q
may not understand the entirety of the issues or com
prehend other arguments that can be made?

y Hebrew and Christian Bible. In the book of Genesig
b it clearly states that we, as humans, are stewards o

5 ously and see this as a profoundly theological, ng

h called Sports Utility Vehicles) that do more than

reading from the

sall of God's creation. | take this responsibility seri
merely secular, question.

d  As a person of faith, | am stunned at America’s lovi

| affair with huge, gas guzzling trucks (humorousl

e:waste gasoline — they spew out tens of thousands
pipounds of particulate pollution each year, and this i
nicreating a green-house gas effect on our fragile plan
the planet that | have sworn to God to protect.
ar Are there issues that are off limits in today’s
dchurch? Dr. King put it well when he said “the con
temporary church is often a weak ineffectual voic
cwith an uncertain sound. It is so often the arch-sup
porter of the status quo. Far from being disturbed b
ithe presence of the church, the power structure of th
g average community is consoled by the church’s siler
nand often vocal sanction of things as they are.”
hwould hate Wooster Chapel to become that way.
s As a Christian | believe that some day | will have t

eaccount to God for my time here on earth. When God

2i asks me what | did to be a good steward of God'’s er
[Sation, this planet, | plan to proudly tell God about
how | tried to inspire about 140 Wooster Upper
t School students to take up the cause to care for th
gorgeous Earth.

not reflect the opinions or views of the Editorial Board|
THE GENERAL.

UNDER THE RADAR : Last.fm,

by Jane Timm ‘07

A new website in the vein of social networking, Last.fm, has gained an internet fan base and significant-p

larity over the past few years. Last.fm was designed

records the most recent songs each user has listened to on his or her computer, compiling weekly popul
charts and suggesting new artists to each user based on his or her past music interests. Recorded data is
link similar bands to each other; type in any band name on the site's homepage and you are instantane
linked to hundreds of other similar bands. From there you can sample new music and read other users' ¢
ments. Users can "friend" other users by commenting on each other's pages. Charts detail favorite tracks
artists for each user, and provide HTML code for sharing purposes. Last.fm also provides a personalized str
ing radio, using filters to provide users with the best music listening experience possible.

To track music listening habits, the website offers

ators, "is a database that tracks listening habits and does wonderful things with statistics." Once you've -dg
loaded the software, simply open iTunes and start listening. Log on to Last.fm (no dot com on this one) fi

more information.

the Social Music Revolution

FACEBOOK .COM :

Friend or Foe?

n by Katie Asselin ‘06

5

Most of us know what Facebook is: a networking
website originally designed for college students to
keep in touch with their friends at other schools. Since
its creation, Facebook has added an option for high
schoolers to join and become friends with former
classmates (or even people in their own school), and
recently, Facebook introduced the merge of high
school and college Facebook, so that now high school
students can communicate with recent alumni from
their school. Facebook has grown tremendously since
2004 when it opened: according to Wikipedia,
Facebook is the seventh most trafficked website in the
USA.

Now, one might ask why anyone would want to
join a website where personal information is posted on
the internet, waiting to be taken and utilized against
us. But to most students, Facebook is anything but an
information free-for-all. If a stranger decides he wants
to learn more about you, he can't, period. The student
has control over how much a Facebook user sees, and
unlike Myspace, which has received a lot of bad pub
licity due to the accessibility of the profiles, Facebook
is made for students and students alone.

| have a Facebook account myself, and | can
frankly say that | have never encountered any spam or
tanything suspicious, and | don't anticipate anything of

the sort happening soon. The Facebook administra
€ tors are dedicated to their jobs and very astute when it
comes to running the website. They care about the
students involved, and this shows on the website itself
Pand in the features it offers.
B As a senior, | have been accepted at a college, and |
elam eagerly anticipating matriculating there this fall.
On May 8, 2006, | received my Bryant University
email address. | had long awaited this day because it
meant | could merge my Wooster Facebook network
€ with the Bryant University Facebook network. | have
since gained 57 Bryant students as friends on
Facebook, all of whom are in my freshman class, and,
e honestly, | find this quite comforting. As we all know
t— seniors perhaps most of all, college is a daunting
| step, taken with much trepidation. | must admit that
Facebook has (albeit temporarily) assuaged my fears
of not knowing anyone when the time comes for ofi
entation. And since my orientation is in June, this is
? greatly appreciated.
I'd like to take this opportunity to say that though

there is always the chance for too much information
Stold, | believe Facebook ultimately proves itself to be
the safest social networking website available. | also
believe that, at Wooster at least, if Facebook were
encouraged, there would be a lot of community inter
action outside of Wooster's social boundaries, which |
think is a good thing.

I'd also like to take this opportunity to bid adieu to
the General and Wooster. Although | will soon be an
alumna, it is comforting indeed to know that | can
keep in touch with my fellow Wooster alumni and
Wooster students through Facebook.

€

~

it,

to make finding new music as easy as a few clicks. Tt

an "Audioscrobbler” plug-in, which, according to the-ci

@
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N EPAL’'SN EW
PARLIAMENT CONVENES
WITH MIXeED RESULTS

by Luke Gilson ‘08

Nepalese citizens took to the streets again on Ma
16 after Nepal's newly-instated parliamentary govern
ment delayed the effect of their resolution (made onl
the day before) to check King Gyanendra's power. |
the resolution is acted upon, it promises to bring ne
power to Nepal, whose government is nearing anal
chy.

This failure has not been the new parliaments' on||
attempt to regain control after their ousting fifteen
months ago during a military-backed coup led by the
king; the parliament has drawn up ten suggeste
changes to the constitution, as well as having recallg
ambassadors (appointed by the king) from twelve dif
ferent countries. Also, on May 12, the new govefn
ment arrested five senior ministers of the old govern
ment. At the same time, the parliament suspended th
chiefs of the three main security forces, including the
Armed Police and the Central Intelligence|
Department.

The current trouble began over fifteen months ag
when King Gyanendra gained total control over the
government saying that the Parliament was not pro
tecting the country from Maoist rebellion.

Since the coup, there have been protests in t
streets of Kathmandu, Nepal's capital; the protest
reached their climax in April, with thousands of
Kathmandu's citizens taking to the streets to protes
the corrupt monarchy. During these large and some
times violent protests, the mobs came within yards o
the royal palace, forcing the police to stop the mob'
advances. Reports estimate that between sevente
and nineteen people were killed during the protests
On April 24, the king finally bowed to the crowds and
reinstated the parliament.

The Maoist rebels who were the original reason fo
the military coup have agreed to a cease-fire as long
their demands for the drafting of a new constitution
are met. However, Washington is wary of Maois
promises of cease-fire, citing the past decade
bloody rebellion, according to a U.S. Diplomat
(Reuters).

SENIOR | NDEPENDENT  Stuby
MORE THAN JUST AN INTERNSHIP

by Hannah Reed ‘06

Senior Independent Study (SIS) is defined by Mr|
Korb Eynon as "experiential education.” Before seniq
send-off, | thought this was a cliché and cheesy way {
describe an internship. However, now that | am full
immersed in the process, | couldn't understand thi
description better. | have learned so much about kid
and education through my time at Veterans Par
Elementary School, and it has been invaluable to n
life and future.

Besides just helping me to learn about kids an|
education, SIS has been a great way to begin t
process of letting go of Wooster and the high schoo
experience. It is perfect to come back to Wooste
everyday only for tennis practice, or to drop Gretta|
off in the morning. | am recognized as a member of
the community, but | am also comfortable in the time
apart. | have stepped out of the "Wooster bubble" jus
enough to look forward to college, and not be afraid
of transition. The step has not been great enough
however, to make me feel alienated or weird abol
coming back.

SIS has been fun. | have loosened up and lost muj
of the "end of year stress" that is typical to this time in
the spring. | feel like a kid again, playing on the play|
ground at recess with my class. Kids are funny; th
amount of laughing | do on a daily basis is astounding
| am seriously considering becoming a teacher, aft
seeing the impact that can be made in a classrog
after only a few weeks.

The bottom line is that SIS is much more than if
appears. It is a chance to step back while remaini
connected, and to experience something truly new an
exciting.

EXAMINATION
SECURITY

ARE THESE MEASURES
EXTREME OR NECESSARY?

by Emma Mustich ‘07
Anyone who has taken an Advanced Placemen
(AP) examination, or any of the SATSs, can attest tg
the strength and thoroughness of exam security theg
days. Many of the measures in place are clever g
effective (or just forceful) ways of stopping any sort
4 of cheating, but it seems to me that the testing compd
gnies go a little far when it comes to regulating exam
pcand post-exam - conditions. Do people really try to
cheat on standardized tests - and have they ever bg
caught, or reported by other students? When do cer
tain kinds of exam security cross the line, and begin t
einfringe on our rights of free speech? Do the measure
imposed by the College Board really prevent cheating
These are the kinds of questions that were runnin
through my head as | unwrapped my AP exams fron
their sealed plastic packages, sealed my multiple cho
booklets with white stickers, and repeatedly signe
statements (almost reminiscent of the Great Loyalt
Oath Crusade in Joseph Heller'€atch-29 certifying
ethat | would not cheat, had not cheated, and was ng
5 cheating at the moment.
The administration of AP tests goes something
like this: students enter the room and sit down in|
front of a sealed package. They are given answer she
f and "AP Student Packs" with labels that display the
& "student numbers," devices used to link all the tests a
estudent takes in one year, and to ensure that no part
any exam is lost. After a tedious process of identifyin
"oneself, in which one must bubble in one's namg
address, school, AP number, etc., and after one h
r signed a statement in which one agrees to adhere
5AP rules, the proctor announces that it is time to open
up the vacuum-packed test booklets. Inside, in th
case of most of the AP tests, are four things: a multi
piple-choice question booklet, a sheet of plain white
stickers, a pink booklet with paper on which one mus
answer any "free response” or essay questions, an
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elive with the spirit of Wooster.

PREFECT’S
PERSPECTIVE

by Sarah Szen ‘06

“Gratitude is one of the least articulate emotions,
especially when it is deep."Felix Frankfurter

t  Wooster has a way, without our even knowing it, of
moving and molding us. Just being a part of this com

emunity is enough to transform each of us; the ethos of
nWooster has certainly given me an opportunity for

growth and happiness. But to truly take advantage of
the lessons Wooster has to offer, we have to be open

- and willing to be a part of it. We must consciously

take part in Self-help, abide by the Honor Code, and
You can go to
Wooster School, but you can also experience Wooster

p School. The choice is yours.
§
2as my classmates and | plunge into the "real world", |
g truly recognize the impact that Wooster has had on

I'm glad that | chose to experience Wooster. Now,

me. No matter where we go, we will always have

cstarted here. Wooster has provided us not only with

an academic and intellectual foundation, but it has
given us the tools to be good people. What | have
learned here about trust, respect, challenge, and excel

t lence will always be with me.

| simply love it here. | have fallen in love with the
community, camaraderie, respect, and love that is fos
tered on this campus. | cannot even begin to describe

ethe gratitude and appreciation | have for this place. It
r will always be my home, and the people here my fami

ly. I hope that each student who walks into Coburn,
fwho attends Chapel, who sits in the Dining Hall, will
be able to feel that same incredible love that | feel. |
,hope they can experience it the way that | have. It has

abeen a gift.
1t

Maybe this is intended as a Thank You. Each of
you, whether you are faculty, administration, or stu
dent, is a part of this amazing place, and have there
fore been a part of my experience. By being here, you
have touched me, molded me, and inspired me. So,
thank you.

a

"Section Il booklet" or insert (or, in some cases, twdg
or three), in which the free response questions apped
Before even reading the directions for the multiple
choice section, each student is asked to sign a sta
ment certifying the date, time, and proper administra

to share any detail of the multiple choice questiong
even with their AP teachers. It is perhaps strange th3
students should be basically forced to make sug
r promises - without signing the statement, a studen
iocannot take the test, and without taking the test, a stu
dent loses the chance of gaining college credit @
§ recognition in that subject. But how many people ca
s honestly promise never even to allude to somethin
that was in one of the multiple choice questions, o
ynever to discuss them, even with fellow students whq
far from wanting to cheat, would only like some cor
idroboration, from students with whom they have

| The College Board presents students with an interes
I ing choice: either not to sign (this is obviously not &
commonly chosen option); to sign and then break 3
f promise - even by making the slightest mention of
question or answer; or to sign and never, for the reg
t of one's life, discuss any of the problems with anyong
The third, and obviously expected, choice implies thg
,not even as grandparents or centenarians will any of
tlet slip that, say, the AP Calculus exam had a questid
about the derivative of 4x-3 (it didn't), or that the AP
clEnglish Language and Composition exam had a real
ing from To Kill A Mockingbird (another hypothetical
situation). It's easy for the College Board to ask stu
edents not to discuss the questions, but can anyon
_really promise never to bring them up?
br After the multiple choice section, which has a dif
nferent number of questions depending on the subjec
is over, each student is asked to seal his or her qu
tion booklet with three identical stickers, in marked
(places along the edge of the book
d
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Exam SecurITY continued from previous column

(in some cases in which there are multiple sections to
the multiple choice portion, students must seal each
section before moving on to the next). The booklets
are then collected, and later sent with the answer
sheets and pink free response answer booklets back to
the College Board, which shreds them. The free
response section of an exam is typically just as closely
protected (although, 48 hours after test administra
tion, students are allowed to discuss free response
questions, which are never, unlike multiple choice
questions, reused from year to year - | imagine

P because at that time the test has been taken by-stu

dents all over the world, in every time zone). On the

' Calculus AB exam, part of the free response section is

even sealed with stickers, inside of its plastic package.
Before writing the free response portion, students are
invited to initial their free response booklets in pen.
But haven't the students already promised not to
cheat? Is a student likely to change his or her mind
halfway through the test - to say to himself, "no, actu
ally, now | rather feel like cheating"? Like Captain
Black with his Great Loyalty Oath Crusade, the
College Board is willing to wager that the only safe
way to ensure what in Black's case is called patriotism,
"and in the case of the AP tests is integrity, is to make
students sign statements again and again. It is of
course possible that this is the only choice that will
ensure real security - and | certainly do not mean to
suggest that | want other students to be getting unfair
advantages over me, my peers, or other high school
AP students.

But why all this security? Is the College Board
convinced that the best way to deal with crime is to
prevent it? Or are there real examples of cheating
“upon which the present rules are based? | wondered as

| took my AP tests whether anyone's scores had ever
been cancelled, not due to use of cell phones or other
obviously suspicious acts, but because he or she had
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SNack Foob
REGULATION ?

by Jonny Svenningsen ‘08

During this past month, the selection of succulent

treats and drinks in the vending machines wer
changed drastically. All the candy in the vendin

machines, such as the M&Ms and Swedish Fish, we

taken away and replaced by healthier snacks. All t
soda in the soda machine was replaced by wat
Arizona Iced Tea, three different types of Gatorade|
and Welch's Fruit Punch and Kiwi Strawberry Juice

This change is the second of this year, the first g

which was a price hike that occurred at the beginnin
of the school year.

This has brought about interesting reactions from

various students. Freshman Brian Carr believes thg
"we should be able to moderate our own diets, esp
cially considering we're in high school we're aware

the consequences, and if we don't drink it in school w|

just go home and drink it anyway." Sophomore Sard

Newman says that "even though | know it's unhealth
its really nice to be able to buy soda and snacks th
we want." Carl Wolk, also a sophomore, says that

don't mind the fact that we no longer have the option

of buying sodas and candy. It is something s
insignificant that I'm sure that it's doing more good
than harm."

Ron Hutchins, the person behind this change

informed me about the reasons for this decision. | in what would happen. Luckily. over the next fe diate aftermath of
was not because of the recent state law passed, bu eeks after we car?f; b‘ack gylearned how best tKatrina). According to
because of Mr. Hutchins recent research project. He w w W w qiEMA, over 80 million

did a study of obesity, which gave him the idea of ge
ting rid of the incredibly sugary food in the vending
machines.
get rid of the fatty snacks before the state did for al
public schools. Mr. Hutchins also informed me that

the Gatorade, which is currently sold in the vending

machines, is not allowed in public middle schools an
more because of the high sugar content. According tf
Mr. Hutchins, "The reality is that vending machine
companies take advantage of students' health to li
their own pockets."

Books IN GENERAL

by Emma Mustich ‘07

For this edition of Books in General, | asked memberg

of the faculty to recommend some of their favorite
books; here are the responses | received: hopefully
some of the following suggestions will make it onto
your summer reading lists!

MR. CHONG
Sky Burial: An Epic Love Story of Tibdty Xinran
MRs. MAXWELL
Angela’'s Ashéy Frank McCourt
MRs. TCHOURILOVA
Portrait in Sepiaby Isabel Allende
MRs. MazzuLLo
The Color Purpleby Alice Walker
MR. HACKETT
The Name of the Roslyy Umberto Eco
Ms. Dumoski
The Final Encyclopediély Gordon Dickson
DR. Srunt
Perfumeby Patrick Stiskind
MR. EvynON
The Tin Drum by Gunter Grass
MR. HAMILTON
Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human
Societie®y Jared Diamond
MR. MACELHINEY
The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for Our
Time by Jeffrey Sachs
MR. CATALDO
My Sister's Keepéwy Jodi Picoult
Ms. OSTENDARP
"Something long!"
MR. STREET
"Everybody's [summer] goal should be to read his or|
her height in books. If | can do it, you can do it."

In fact, | learned that Wooster decided to

WHAT MAKES AT EAM
SO StrONG ?

Yy
I

Y

f
o by Colleen Farrell ‘08

On a chilly March day, the prospective girl’s|
osse team met for what would be the first practic
of many. It wasn't exactly a pretty sight, but first days|
never are. A lot of us (me included) spent more timg
chasing the ball around the gym than completing sug
cessful passes. But, every team has to start somewhg
éTechnicaI stuff aside, the hardest thing about th
.Itbeginning of any season is getting used to one anet
er. No one is quite sure how people work best, an
styles definitely vary. After we were all handed a pret
ty intense workout schedule for March break (looking
back, I'm pretty sure most of us didn't follow it) and
sent on our way, | admit | had doubts about the tean
chemistry. With so many new members, it was unce
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I work together, and although wherever you go therg
will be groups, this team as a whole survived a lot bef
ter than | thought we would in a group that has five
years between some of the players. So all in all,
weren't shaping up too badly for the beginning of the
season. For a Wooster team that lost seven seniq
from the year before, that's quite a feat.

We were perhaps deceived by the first few gam
and how they came pretty easily to us. However, out]
side our tiny league, we were faced with much mor
intimidating prospects. And needless to say, we didn
always fare well. In somewhat typical Wooster fash
ion, we usually beat the other team by a lot or go|
beaten pretty badly. Then, right amid this mid-seasof
uphill battle, our head coach left. The first week aftel
he was gone was almost like the beginning of the s¢
son again. Players that had gotten comfortable in ee
tain spots were now shifted around, and we had t|
learn about each other some all over again. Our ne
few games weren’t so great, but the spirit that th
coaches always encouraged in us and the fearless
of our rookie goalie helped to carry the team. We fin
ished with a winning season despite all the rockines|
and while it might not stick out as one of the most
memorable of my career, | think the growth we’ve
experienced despite the adversity is pretty special.
you asked me in a few years what team | would’
most wanted to spend my last spring at this schod
with, I'd still definitely say this one.
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NEew ORLEANS continued from page 1

Residents' - and Nagin's - hopes for a stronger city
are apparent. This was proven especially by the fact
that approximately 24,000 absentee ballots (according
to CNN.com) of the total 113, 591 voting ballots
were sent in for the election from residents that had
been relocated to other cities and states. The state has
also been given $3 billion for levees, $8 billion for
incentives, and $10 billion for housing.

An interesting factor in Nagin's re-election is the
way in which the city's population has been shifted
around. Nagin's victory over Lieutenant Governor
Mitch Landrieu was impacted pretty decisively by
demographics. Before the hurricane, the ratio of black
to white people living in New Orleans was 2 to 1, and
a white mayor hasn't held office since 1974 (when
Landrieu's father was mayor). The predominately
black areas were the hardest hit by Katrina, however -
| including the Lower 9th Ward and New Orleans East,

I and many residents haven't been able to return to
these areas. Nagin made clear that he didn't want race
to be an issue; he said, "It's time for us to stop bicker
ing. It's time for us to stop measuring things in black
hd white and yellow and Asian. It's time for us to be
one New Orleans." In light of this goal - to create one
New Orleans - FEMA is
finally making a strong
response (many peoplg
were angry with the
government agency an
its reaction in the imme

cubic yards of debris|
have been removed fron
the Gulf Coast and
operations for Louisiana
are 80 percent completq
those  for
Mississippi are 96 pei

Nagin was re-elected May 2006

cent complete). Most of the remaining debris is on
private property. And, according to whitehouse.gov,
by June 1 (the beginning of the next hurricane season)
all 169 miles of damaged levees and floodwalls (there
are 350 total miles of levees and floodwalls) will have
been restored to their design height (all errors in pre
vious construction will have supposedly been fixed by
this date, too).

So, while there is doubtless still lots of time and
effort needed to go into rebuilding one of the coun
try's greatest cities, a good start has been made. It may
have taken nine months for this happen, but hopefully
the country and government is now fully aware of the

€8struction that natural disasters such as Hurricane

Katrina can cause; hopefully we will be more mindful
‘of the precautions that must be taken to prevent so
much destruction, and the recovery options that need
to be available should something like Katrina happen
again. If New Orleans residents and Nagin are hope
ful, then | guess the rest of us should be too.
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Many of these photographs (and more!)
can be seen in the Dietel Linear Arnt

Gallery . Tim Fitzsimons’ Gallery will
open on June 9th at 7 pm.

The Dietel Linear Art Gallery is located

directly outside the Wean Perfromin
Arts Center.

DiA SN INMIGRANTES

by Tim Fitzsimons ‘06

On May 1, International Workers' Day, thousands of people across the nation took to the streets to express
their support for all immigrants, and also their disapproval of House Resolution 4437, or "The Border
Protection, Antiterrorism, and lllegal Immigration Control Act of 2005", which was passed on December 16 of
last year by the House of Representatives. The protests were one part in a growing movement of immigrants’
rights marches, which seek to demonstrate the popular power of immigrants - both legal and illegal - living in the
United States, and to reemphasize their crucial role in the nation's economy and workforce.

The "dia sin inmigrantes”, or “day without immigrants”, was designed to be a national walkout of all immi
grants from work, schools, businesses, etc. The economic power of the walkout en masse was supposed to
demonstrate the important role immigrants play in the workplace, but all did not go according to plan. Many
workers did not boycott work entirely, and instead chose to take half days off of work for the marches, so the
crippling of the domestic economy did not exactly happen as organizers had planned.

In New York City, the main rally took place in Union Square. Around noon, there were a few protestors,
and at least one very vigorous counter-protestor, whose arguments were being filmed by ABC news.
Telemundo, the Spanish-language channel owned by NBC, was also filming a group of protesters, away from the
counter-protestor.

By 6:00, the rally had

grown to enormous size, and
every available bit of standing
room in Union Square was
packed with people. Flags
from many Caribbean,
Central American, and South
American countries were
being waved by the protes
tors, with most holding

American flags along with
those of their respective
home countries.

Members of the Socialist
party, too, were there in full
force, trying to recruit the
agitated workers to their
cause, but it seemed that they
were very unsuccessful. One

of the platforms had been
erected by the Socialists, and
very little attention was being paid to their speakers, who were, for the most part, simply ranting. One of the
most active areas of the rally was just north of the subway entrance, where people were standing on the raised
garden around the dog run starting chants and giving speeches.

The protest grew so large that the planned march down Broadway started early. An immense mass of people
slowly began to make its way towards the thoroughfare, and a band began playing towards the front of the
parade. Supporters lined the streets and hung out of apartment windows, shouting words of encouragement and
throwing tickertape.

So what was gained from this national show of strength? In Los Angeles, between 500,000 and 2 million peo
ple demonstrated, and several hundred thousand were thought to have taken part in the marches in New York
and Chicago. Though the anticipated economic blow did not come, the sheer show of strength on the streets of
this country allowed Americans to see, once again, the force of the immigrants' rights movement. And maybe
the choice to go to work first and then protest was the right one-early polls showed that American people did
not support children skipping school and workers missing work.

Right now, the issue of immigration is in political limbo. No matter what happens in Congress, it is likely
that the flow of illegal immigrants into this country will continue. How best to address the issue has not yet
been determined, but perhaps continued political demonstration from the immigrants themselves will lead to
ultimate, accessible, and long-awaited legal recognition.
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BROKEN BOY
SOLDIER

by Ben Ross ‘09

"A new band of old friends" - that's what The|
Raconteurs have dubbed themselves. The band g
sists of Jack White (of the White Stripes), Brendal
Benson, Jack Lawrence (of Greenhornes), and Patri
Keeler (also of Greenhornes). The Raconteur
formed shortly after Jack White finished Get Behind

Me Satan (the latest White Stripes album) when Jagk

and Brendan Benson collaborated to write the son|
Steady, As She Goes, the first song on the albu
This inspired them to create a full band. They adde
Jack Lawrence and Patrick Keeler from Greenhorng
(a band that Benson had previously produced). Alon
they all had successful careers, but together the
became The Raconteurs.

The word "raconteur" means a person who tells stq
ries in an interesting and entertaining way. This is th
aim of the band, to weave a story made up of differin

musical backgrounds, sounds, ideas, and views of life

This goal is what makes the album so distinct.

This weaving of varied styles produces a ve
strange sound; full of almost Beatlesque harmonies,
echoes the feelings created by many other artist
However, you can still make out Jack White's distinc|
vocals and creative influence on the band's soun
White's contributions to the band have been differen
from his past projects. No longer limited by the con
straints of The White Stripes, he is free to simpl
make music. It's also nice to have a more tradition
drum and bass track on the album (in contrast to som
of White's other work with his ex-wife, Meg White).

While White does play a major part in the band"
music, so does Brendan Benson. Benson and Wh
were friends before they began this project, but both
have very different creative styles. Benson comg
from a pop background and is the source of some g
the catchy riffs and harmonies. He and White make
perfect pair; White brings harsh, introspective lyrics.
strong guitar playing, and distinct vocals, and Benso
adds his harmonies, guitar riffs, and song-writing
skills. With strong musicians like Keeler and
Lawrence, the band has created a strong first aloum.

It remains to be seen whether or not the band wil
keep it together. Each member has other projects t
go back to, so this may just be a small side effor]
Most "super-groups" like The Raconteurs don't las]
very long; often each of the members is pulled back tj
his own career. For now the band seems to be taki
their identity seriously, pouring every ounce of cre
ativity into this strange combination of music. This is
a good sign of things to come. We hope to see mo
from The Raconteurs in the future.

The Bottom Line: Fans of The White Stripes will love
this album but others may just want to stick with
Steady, As She Goes.

Score- 9/10
Standout Tracks - (Steady, As She Goes, Hands
Together, Call It A Day)

The Raconteurs (May 16 2006) V2 Records
10 tracks, Total Time [33:40]

N UCLEAR NON -
THE DEBATE

by Carl Wolk ‘08

As the western world is fighting in Iraq against ter
rorists and thugs, a much greater danger is brewirn
just across the border in Iran. Iran's leader, Mahmou|
Ahmadinejad, is developing his nuclear program, ma
ing threats to the U.S. and Israel, and indeed, mena|
ing the non-Muslim world in general. Although a
country like Iran would logically seem weak in the
face of the U.S. and its allies, its dictatorship has th
ability to mobilize, to become a sizable power with 3
monumental ability to create death and destruction.

As the world watches and waits, Iran is gettin
closer and closer to the development of a nucle
weapon. There is substantial evidence to support th

belief and it is taken seriously by the internationa
intelligence community. Iran has been found attempt
ing to purchase materials needed to create a nucle
weapon from experts in Eastern Europe and Russ|
(the latter especially); the state also continues t
advance its missile technology (such advances coy
eventually allow it to hit Europe with a nuclear
weapon).

r Iran has consistently refused to allow the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) full
raccess to its military sites, and states that its nucle|
 program is for energy and fuel only. This is of cours
absurd, as the country has one of the largest o
deposits in the world, - a fact, which raises anothe
important issue. The world runs on oil, and oil priceg
gcontribute to the vitality of the world economy. Iran
d‘is the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries' (OPEC's) second-largest producer of ail,
holding 10% of the world's oil reserves. Iran also hg
the world's second largest natural gas reserves (af
Russia). This gives the country the ability to greatl
affect world markets and thus to blackmail the rest o
the world. If we were to strike Iran militarily, it could
cut off part of the world's oil supply, forcing us to

compromise with a dangerous dictator.

Ahmadinejad's behavior and threats toward Israg
the U.S. and Europe have led many politicians t
i){describe him as “irrational." While Ariel Sharon wa|
K unable to run Israel, Ahmadinejad publicly stated thal

‘he hoped for the Israeli prime-minister's death. He hal
dalso advocated moving Israel into Europe; denied th
occurrence of the Holocaust, calling it a myth;
accused the U.S. and Israel of supporting the no
famous attack on the Shiite Askariya mosque in Iraf
ilthat brought Iraq to the brink of civil war; and pre
Bdicted that Israel will eventually be "wiped off the
map."

Worst of all, a senior Revolutionary Guard com
(mander, Rear Admiral Mohammad-Ebrahim Dehgan
stated, "We have announced that wherever Ameri
| does something evil, the first place that we target wil
f‘be Israel." This statement puts America in a poor pes
tion, and once again Iran has the U.S. blackmailed.

How, then, can the world go about displacing thig
regime, without causing harm to Israel, and whic
countries are willing to involve themselves militarily?
How this is handled rests with the governments of the

world powers, but not the U.N., which is known to be
unreliable and will most likely not take action agains
Iran until it is too late. Already, however, China and
Russia have condemned American and Israeli threa
"against the Iranian regime.

Many options are being examined by governme
officials. While diplomatic discussion continues, it
must be assumed that Ahmadinejad will not cooper
ate, and that this conflict will boil down to a military
one. Since a regime change like the one achieved
the U.S in Iraq is off the table because of limited
resources, a military strike by either the U.S. or Israg
is perhaps likely. This attack would probably involve
the destruction of nuclear targets, and would draw th
ire of many allies if it were not sanctioned by the U.N.

Whether or not the world will admit it, we are run
ning out of time; we must stop Iran before it developg
a nuclear weapon. Hopefully, the Western world cai
unite, and take action, instead of watching and wai
ing, as Iran moves closer and closer to being th
gravest threat to world peace since the former Sovi
Union.
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PROLIFERATION
CONTINUES

by José Espinosa ‘07

A hot issue in the news during the past few
cmonths has been the controversy over Iran's nuclear
d program, which Israel's Prime Minister Ehud Olmert
says is only months away from being able to produce
c nuclear weapons. The United States maintains that

Iran's program is a threat to Middle Eastern and inter
national security, calling for Iran to immediately halt
ework on the enrichment of uranium or face sanctions
by the United Nations' Security Council.
Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of State, cites Iran's
"international obligations" as the reason that they
rshould submit to United Nation's inspectors and
scooperate with the world powers. These “obligations"
come from the 1968 Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty which stated that only the five permanent
zmembers of the UN Security Council - the United
icStates, United Kingdom, France, China and Russia -
p would be allowed to possess nuclear weapons and that
lithe spread of nuclear technology was to be prevented
all costs. Since the treaty was signed, other countries
have gained the capability to produce nuclear weapons,
including Israel, India, and Pakistan. While these
countries would seem to be in clear violation of the
alinternational agreement, the United States has only
e once before been so vociferously opposed to a ceun
iltry's nuclear ambitions - when North Korea
rannounced they had developed nuclear weapons, in
February of 2005.

The fact is, the United States is only opposed to
the spread of nuclear weapons when they are sought
after by a non-ally. This past month the US signed a

sdeal with India, a country that did sign the Nuclear
eNon-Proliferation Treaty, allowing for joint coopera-
tion when dealing with nuclear technology, in effect
condoning India's violation of their “international
obligations." How can our country with a stockpile of
over 6000 nuclear weapons turn a blind eye to nuclear
programs produced by our allies while we so hypoecrit
|,ically crusade to rid the world of nuclear weapons?
p The answer is, the United States does not support
s world peace or the containment of nuclear technolo
gy: it supports unopposed strength for the western
s powers and their allies, striving to keep its enemies out
eof the exclusive "nuclear club" and therefore on an
unequal footing.

t

h

et

Nicholas Schmidt reviewing the Treaty in 2005
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CoMMuUNITY NEWS

ON MAY 28TH, THE "JUNIOR MOVING -U P CEREMONY "
marked the beginning of the Senior Class’s 'Seni
Independent Study' projects. Each senior hugged
junior and left the Chapel amid roaring applause fron
all grades.

ON MAY 30TH, ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL PROMENADE
was arranged by the Fifth Form Council at Fox Hill
Inn. The theme was ‘Wonderful Tonight' by Eric
Clapton.

THE FOURTH ANNUAL ARTS AND LETTERS EVENING
rsaw many performances including the a number by th
acast of Urinetown: The Unfortunately Named But

Humorously Uplifting Allegory, the Jazz Ensemble,

and the Madrigals. Tim Fitzsimons ‘06 received th

prestigious Cordelia E. Manning Award for Service tq
the Arts.

e

Y

WoOSTER SOPHMORE , CHRIS WICKHAM '08, wAs
selected for the prestigious All-State Orchestra. Chris
played in the Viola Section several weekends ago.

FOUNDERS DAY, AN ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF
WoosTER's heritage celebrated Mr. George Schmidt!
long career at Wooster. Guest speaker Lyons Grey '6
spoke of his time at Wooster. Mr. Grey was recentl
appointed CFO of the United States Environmental
Protection Agency

=

FOUNDERS DAY MARKED THE BEGINNING OF THE
Spring Reunion weekend, which nearly 200 alumni ar
guests attended. The H. Korb Eynon Award “for
enduring commitment and service to Wooster School
was awarded to George Schmidt.

ON THURSDAY NIGHT , MAY 25TH, PARENTS,
students, and alumni congregated in the Foreveg
Young Gym for the fourth annual Athletics Banquet.
Each team presented awards to their players, and fo
major ‘Senior Awards’ were given out. Previous win
ners of these five awards helped to give them out, a
each award was given to standing ovations from th
entire room.

a

SENIOR ATHLETE AWARDS

J. WiLLiam N YSTROM , SENIOR -SCHOLAR
ATHLETE AWARD :
Jessica Hughes ‘06

EpbwarD W. ROBINSON AWARD :
Collin McLoughlin ‘06

THomAs WILCOX ScHOOL SPRIRT AWARD :
Hannah Reed ‘06

ALvAH JESSUP O UTSTANDING ATHLETE
AWARD :

Jackie Goulding ‘06
ATHLETIC COMMITMENT AWARD :
Jackie Goulding ‘06

The Wooster School was also honored by three eu
side organizations. Head of Athletics, Dave MacNultt,|
wrote this about the honors:
HuDpsON VALLEY ATHLETIC LEAGUE
(HVAL) C HAMPIONSHIP TEAMS:

This year the varsity girls lacrosse team earned the t
HVAL honor and each member of the team was pre
sented with a trophy. The girls lacrosse team finishe|
the season undefeated in league play for the seco|

=

S O

ON MAy 30TH, MIiDDLE AND UPPER SCHOOL
students, teachers, and for the first time parents cen
gregated in the Forever Young gym for the last time
this year, but this time to celebrate the academic
achievements of the students. Midway through the
awards ceremony, a victory lap was taken by students
and faculty as May 30th also marked the last day of
classes for Middle and Upper school students.

THE AWARDS

Wells Brock Memorial Prize for Creativity in Writing-
Sophomore Class
Thea Goodrich ‘08

The Scholastic Art and Writing Award
Thea Goodrich '08

The Joseph S. Grover Award for Excellence in Junior
Class
Samantha Pious ‘07

Scott Adam Margolin Scholar Award
Katie Silverstein ‘07

Society of Women Engineers
Chelsea Gotch ‘07 and Will Rosenstein ‘07

Bausch and Lomb Science Award
Caitlyn Sommers ‘07

New Undergraduate Math Award
Natasha Tchourilova ‘07

Drama Award
Dillon Geyselaers ‘07

Music Award
Kate Hampilos ‘07

Art Award
Emma Mustich ‘07

Wellesley College Book Award
Caitlyn Sommers ‘07

Cornell University Book Award
Alyssa Schechter ‘07

Harvard Book Prize
David Becroft ‘07

Donald G. Schwartz Scholar Award
Elizabeth Bingham ‘07

consecutive year, posted its best record in the last 1
years, and was ranked the #5 Class C team in Ne
England.

J}

The Victory Lap

NEw ENGLAND TOURNAMENT TEAMS:
The New England Prep School Athletic Conferenceg
(NEPSAC) is made up of more than 200 independen|

THE SPRING CONCERT ALSO MARKED THE END OF THE
year. All the musical groups performed, and many
declared it the best concert of this school year.

schools, covering parts of 7 different states. It i
indeed a distinction to be selected to play in the NEP
SAC end of season tournament. The members of th
varsity girls basketball team were recognized for thil
honor. This was the 12th time in the last 13 years thg
Wooster's girls basketball team has received such
distinction.

@

—

SPORTSMANSHIP AWARDS:

For the eighth time in the last nine years, Wooste
School (covering all players, coaches, and spectatol
earned the most prestigious honor that the HVAL hag
to offer. Clearly, Wooster continues to do things the
right way, as well as continuing to raise the bar i
regards to sportsmanship.

h
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WoRLD NEWS

AL JAZEERA AIRED AN AUDIOTAPE OF OSAMA BIN
Laden, in which he discusses lIraq, Sudan, a
Palestine.

THE US RESTORED FULL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH

Libya, which the US now believes is active in the figh

against terrorism. This follows a twenty-five yea
break, during which the US and Libya's Colone

Muammar Gaddafi, who has no official title but ig

called by Libyans "Brotherly Leader and Guide of th
Revolution," were not on good terms.

"THe DA Vinci CODE", A FILM DIRECTED BY RON
Howard, opened in theaters, creating tremendous col

troversy. The Vatican went so far as to speak out ) . ! k
hd haksin Shinawatra, who is accused of corruption ar

against the movie, describing it as blasphemous al

irresponsible. Other groups who were offended

include Opus Dei.

MONTENEGRO DECLARED ITS INDEPENDENCE FROM

Serbia, forming the Republic of Montenegro. Thg
country has been recognized by the European Unior

due to its voter turnout and the voters' approval of itg
secession. A Muslim region within the former
Yugoslav Republic, Montenegro was one of sever
regions vying for independence.

FRENCH PRESIDENT JACQUES CHIRAC GAVE HIS
approval to the law that would make it legal fo
employers to fire young workers during their first two
years on the job without express reason - measur
which could also contribute to lower unemployment|
This law spurred riots throughout France, especially i
and around French universities and has now be
withdrawn by the French government.

AN OUTBREAK OF MUMPS STRUCK THE MIDWEST,

especially lowa, in which state there have been o

600 reports of Mumps. In previous years, lowa hg
had an average of 5 cases per year.

HUMAN TRANSFER OF AVIAN FLU IS SUSPECTED IN
Indonesia. Seven people in the same family are repd
edly infected. This mutation of the disease, whic!
would allow humans to pass the flu on to othe
humans, has long been feared by the medical comm)
nity and could result in a pandemic.

IRAN HAS CONTINUED TO FLEX ITS MILITARY MUSCLES,
ndaunching missiles and testing torpedoes.
Ahmadinejad, president of Iran, continues to threater

lation that would force all non-Muslims to wear &
patch in public identifying their religions.
Ahmadinejad, having announced that Iran had su
cessfully enriched uranium, stated that Israel is "hea

t
I

P ple of the recent flow of anti-Israeli and anti-US

rhetoric coming out of Iran.

THE THAI ELECTION WAS CALLED THREE YEARS EARLY
due to the citizens' discontent with prime minister,

misuse of his authority. On April 2nd, explosions
rocked Thai voting stations, as the people went out t

to heal divisions in the country.

, ISRAEL STATED THAT |RAN HAS ACQUIRED A WEAPON
from North Korea that can hit Europe. The missile in
question, BM-25, can carry a nuclear payload and is

alimprovement over the Shihab-4, which was only cap:
ble of reaching Israel.

Coca CoLa Co., Pepsico,
Cadbury Schweppes PLC, and tt
American Beverage Associatic
“have agreed to pull all sodas fra
h public schools, in an agreeme
with the Clinton Foundation and
the American Heart Association
Soda (in vending machines
reportedly served about 35 milliol
students, yet the companies wi
e not lose much business; othe
s drinks, such as diet and unswes
ened teas, diet sodas, spoil
drinks, flavored waters, seltze
and low-calorie sports drinks, will still be available.

e

or

MFORMER ENRON CEOS KENNETH LAY AND JEFFREY

N Skilling were found guilty of conspiracy to commit
securities fraud prior to the collapse of the forme

Uenergy giant in 2002. The CEOs' sentencing is sche
uled for September 11, 2006.

Mahmou

the U.S. and Israel and to work towards the develop
ment of nuclear weapons; he has also pushed for leg

ing towards annihilation," which is a only a new exam

cast their votes, and on April 4th, Shinawatra, who haj
won the controversial election, resigned in an attemp

SATELITE IMAGES OF THE ZIMBABWEAN COMMUNITY
dPorta Farm have been released by Amnesty
1 International. Using images taken in 2002 and 2006, it
has brought attention to the internationally con
isdemned forced eviction program, in which an estimat
ed 700,000 people have been forced to leave their
homes. In the town of Porta Farm, the people were
given 24 hours to leave their homes, and in the chaos

d that followed, it is believed that several people were
killed.

A U.S. INVESTIGATION HAS CLEARED THE U.S.
military allegations that soldiers killed a family and
then hid the crime by calling in an air strike on the
Iraqi town of Alshagi. The Iraqgi prime minister Nouri
al-Maliki has rejected the conclusions found by the US

dprobe, stating, "This report was not fair for the Iraqi
people.”

D

d|n INDoNESIA , AN EARTHQUAKE STRUCK THE ISLAND

tof Java,, killing over 3500 people and injuring many
more. The magnitude-6.3 earthquake struck at 5:54
AM, while many people were still asleep. The worst
destruction occurred in the town of Bantul, where 80
percent of the houses were destroyed, and over 3000

Aipeople were killed. The U.S. has allocated $500,000 to

2 aid the victims.

Tom DELAY HAS ANNOUNCED THAT HE WILL NOT SEEK
another term in office as a Representative. This comes
after his resignation from the position of House
Majority Leader. Delay has been accused of participa
tion in a money-laundering scandal.

"SCooTER " LIBBY, VICE
President Cheney's former|
Chief of Staff, has told
investigators that
President Bush authorized
a leak of information per
taining to Saddam's efforts|
to develop nuclear
weapons. This informa
tion was found by special
prosecutor Fitzgerald,

who is investigating the
Valerie Plame case, in
which the administration

is accused of releasing clas

d sified information for political gain.

Libby in 2005

SPRING SPORTS

Photos by Chelsea Gilchrist ‘07

SPRING RECORDS

BV BASEBALL- 3-7
GV SOFTBALL - 2-7
GJV TENNIS- 2-5
BJV TENNIS- 1-7-2
GV TENNIS- 7-3
BV TENNIS- 6-2-1
BVLACROSSE 7-7
GV LACROSSE- 9-4
V GOLF- 6-4

Varsity Baseball Team May 2005
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Farewell Madeline, Hello Tiffany!

THE GENERAL SAYSGOODBYE TO COLUMNIST MADELINE Lo

Dear Madeline,

I'm about to leave for college and although I'm very excited | have no idea what my major will be!

knowing what I'm going to do for the rest of my life is really freaking me out and I'd be really interested on yo|
of some interesting job opportunities!

Sincerely,

Majorly Lost in Minneapolis

Dear Minneapolis,

The most important thing that you can know in life is that happiness is all that matters. The key to
success is doing something that you love. And nothing spells love for to me than a Gucci sweater and a dial
nis bracelet! Listen; don’'t waste your time with some silly little courses in Psychology or Philosophy! Get you
ties straight; pick a job where you'll end up counting your money on a mink lined beach chair in Fiji while wej
Swarvoski studded bikini!

Now, first know that | believe that schooling is overrated. | am a firm believer that people can learn
need to know by travelling the world and having many scandalous affairs. If you are dead set on getting an ¢
there is only one thing worth majoring in, falconeering. Just think of the endless possibilities! You can be the|
first fabulous falconeering expert! You'll be a huge superstar, loved and adored by the world! Plus, you can
an adorable little catch phrase to call your falcon to you! If | may suggest, “ Falcon, let us take on the world!
at a time!” Your falcon will be your ultimate protector, and when properly primped a wonderful accessory! Yo
falcon sales boom when teen queens become jealous of your head turning falcon!

Just doing what | know.
Madeline

Dear Madeline,

You need to help me out! | have this new boyfriend who | really like but | know my friends will hate!
very awkward in social situations and makes the nerdiest jokes! In spite of this, | really do like him, but my
approval is very important to me. Any thoughts?

Sincerely,
Without a clue in Colorado

Dear W/Out a Clue,

Although this guy doesn’t seem like someone | would personally consider making my #1, | do have
that will ensure that your friends find him irresistible!

Al right, here’s the ingenious plan. Invite your best gals to a luncheon. Before your boy toy arrive
them some background information about him. Begin to be very secretive and tell them you need to config
thing in them. Tell them that although you are very into this guy, it is very hard dating a superhero. | mean,
him while hanging off the building from one foot was very romantic, but his need to constantly reenact it for
pleasure is just damn irritating! Between the speedy exits, baby saving, and bad guy killing, you're beginning
der when you're going to get some ME TIME! Although the late night flights over the city are quite beautiful,
beginning to realize your desperate fear of heights. Tell them that despite all of this, you respect him not
man, but also as a crime-fighting machine.

After this your friends will have no choice but to love him! Besides being a world saving manly man,
hero films are all the rage with the kids these days! You will have all of your girlies loving your new man, by
sure that you tell them that he doesn't like to talk about his job, that would ruin this faboo idea! Any unfq
action or joke that he makes you can blame on his wanting to maintain his secret identity through keeping-a|
file! Your friends will inevitably begin to see the man behind the glasses and become enthralled with this uns
man!

Mwah! Best Wishes!
Madeline

Well, my adoring fans, unfortunately for you | must sign off! | feel as though | have guided you through your ¢
ly tragic lives, and given you something to aspire to, moi! If you need me, I'll be vacationing on a beach on
Tropez with my Argentinean lover Ramundo!
Ciao!

NG VANDERTRAMP

Greetings From Tiffany...

Hrtak8elio, allt | am Tiffany Fromage, the successor to
Madeline Long Vandertramp! | know you were all
very keen on her but, too bad. | am the new advice
columnist and | have learned advice-giving from only
the best, Ms. Long Vandertramp. She has taught me

fiad#gthing she knows, and | hope | can live up to her

M@swhisn Before | start answering your letters, | would

fAn@ito tell you a little bit about myself.

aring 8 was born in Cranbury, NJ under the name

Esmeralda Cracker. | had more glamour in my pinky

altdeethan the whole of Cranbury. For as long as | can

dueat@ber (until | was twelve), | had dreamed of a

wedlds change. One day | was having a tea party and

ma@gitny brother as the servant when it hit me, THE

Diaftap Tiffany Fromage. | finally convinced my stub
'bsee mother to have it changed. | have been Tiffany
ever since.

My life was very boring in Cranbury. No one could
compare to my class. | finally got out of there when |
was accepted into the American Bartending School in

Hwse other than Tampa, FL. Finally some other glam

riafus people! It had been very stressful trying to carry
all of Cranbury's glamour on my back. | could finally
relax! Now don't let the name fool you, | learned a lot
more than just mixing drinks at that school. | learned
how to get a perfect tan all over. | also learned how to

aRY id an alligator attack. These turned out to be very
useful tools in "the real world."

s i\,lbéfter graduating | met the love of my life, Max. He
small town guy with a lot of class. We were a
made in heaven, until we got bored with each
nd divorced. My current husband is Harvey.

the love of my life. He buys me anything | want.

y Nehave a lot in common. But off the top of my head,
ngﬁgg'taactually think of anything. Along with Harvey

e

i
t

me in our mansion lives Dipsy. She is my coeka
i nd my pride and joy.
fﬂﬁf@ few years ago Ma.deline and | met, and | have
GYEY been the same since. She took me under her
1o oand showed me the ways of the Advice
,0%;9 ist. | try to think of how my life was before |
et her, and it brings tears to my eyes. She is a great

friend and teacher and she will be dearly missed by me,

and hopefully by you, the readers of The General. But,

| will do my best to make her look good. Wish me
Xi{RRe
Saint

-Tiffany <3

For his part, the president maintains that the pro
gram is not against the law and affirms its value b
reminding the nation that it has prevented further ter
rorist attacks on U.S. soil. The officials in charge o
the program defend it by insisting that no names ar|
recorded, merely numbers-what number called wh3
number, at what time, and for how long. Computers
can then process and analyze the numbers, looking f
patterns such as a large number of calls made fron)
single phone to a suspicious location overseas. Th
data is useful in locating suspicious activity and i
partly responsible for the increase in suspected terro

Uists listed in a CIA database. And as for wiretapping
Mthe NSA is still legally required by the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 to obtain a wal
rant. Some worry that this act might not hold up, con
sidering that many of our personal liberties havi
already been taken away by the Patriot Act, an a
dwhich the ACLU maintains threatens six constitu
Ntional amendments, including the rights to freedom of
speech, freedom from unwarranted searches, and t|
right to equal protection of the laws. The Patriot Act
makes it legal for the government to obtain records o

OUR FREEDOM
FOR OUR
SAFETY ?

by Katie Silverstein ‘07

After the attacks of September eleventh, Presider
Bush secretly authorized a surveillance progral
through the National Security Agency (NSA). This is
a fact that has only recently been brought to light b
USA Today. The program, which involves keeping
records (without warrants) of domestic phone calls
has brought mixed reactions: many call the allege
spying outrageous and unconstitutional, perhaps eve
reminiscent of the McCarthy era, but there are other
who think that the safety of our country outweighs
privacy rights.

A survey conducted by Belden Russonello &
Stewart Research and Communications in Februa
shows that fifty-four percent of voters disapprove of
warrantless government monitoring of calls thal
Americans make overseas. Many regard this monito|
ing as a serious invasion of privacy, and the Americg
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) is even suing the NSA
for its actions.

Ylibrary holdings.

Some Americans do not have a problem with th
surveillance program because they feel that they hal
nothing to hide. Others worry that the government

"will take further steps down its present controversial
path. Many wonder if protecting our country from

For now, the situation is what it is. What happens i

continued in next column the fyture is up to us.

everything from one's use of the Internet to one's

outside harm can lead to undesirable internal damag

—

D

’

o

o

THIS AND MANY OTHER PHOTOGRAPHS BY
TiM FiTzsiMONs ‘06 WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN
e THE DIETEL LINEAR ART GALLERY (OUTSIDE
&’HE WEAN PERFORMING ARTS STUDIO ) JUNE
9TH.

Gallery Opening is June 9th 7-9 pm.

e

see also: www.tfitzsimons.com
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Goodbye
Mrs. Farrell!

WOOSTER SAYSFAREWELL TO
LONGTIME TEACHER AND PARENT

by Dillon Geyselaers ‘07

If any student has been at Wooster for a long time
chances are good that he or she had Lower Schq
teacher Ann Marie Farrell in either kindergarten on
first grade. This year, after nearly eleven years at tl
school, Mrs. Farrell and her family will be leaving the
community that they have been a part of for so long.

Back in 1995, Mrs. Farrell was attending Mount S
Mary's for her Master's degree in education, includini
special education. It was required for Mrs. Farrell tg
be a student teacher for a full semester at the end
her studies. Mrs. Farrell's mentor, Dr. Lucy Calkins|
(mother of junior Evan Skorpen) arranged the job af
Wooster with a professor from Mt. St. Mary's. Mrs.
Farrell started work in the first grade with current sec
ond grade teacher, Cathy Grimes. Mrs. Grimes taug
me, along with eight or nine other students in the
junior class. We all welcomed Mrs. Farrell and her gu
tar playing with open arms.

Once her student teaching job was over, she le|
the school and went on to earn her master's, but sh
soon came back. Mrs. Grimes was on pregnancy lea!
and a long-term substitute was needed to fill the pes
tion. Lower School Head Beth Hamilton called on
Mrs. Farrell to fill the gap from April to the end of the
school year. From what | can remember, she helpe
improve my reading and writing skills greatly. At the
end of the year, Mrs. Hamilton offered Mrs. Farrell &
job for kindergarten. Beginning in the fall of 1996,
Ann Marie taught the kindergarten class for eigh
years. Last year ('04-'05), a few positions changed, aJ
she moved back up to the first grade. She will finis
her job in the very room where it all began.

So what kept Mrs. Farrell coming back year afte
year? When asked, she replied saying she valued
sense of community, and that people value her as we
She has made great friends and says that Wooster |
very close-knit group. Farrell recalls one instanc
where her students were readingathes and the Gian
Peachby Roald Dahl. That Halloween she dressed u
as Aunt Spiker, James's mean aunt. Her students lov
it! She also values the professionalism of the facult
and she loves that she has the ability to teach her-st
dents the way she knows is best without being tol
how to teach them.

If you recall your Lower School experience al
Wooster, you will probably remember Mrs. Farrell's
singing and guitar playing, which she incorporates int
her teaching. She explained that music makes learni
easier; it's a better way of learning our languag
Students need to read the lyrics, sing, and gesture wi
their hands simultaneously. Lower School musi
teacher Barbara Maisonpierre has told Mrs. Farrell th
the music learned in the latter's class has helped-si
dents progress in Mrs. Barbara's music classes.

Within the Wooster community are Mrs. Farrell's

children, all five of whom have attended the school.

Her oldest daughter Katie graduated in 2003; her so|
Jack, last year. Daughter Maggie Farrell once attend
Wooster but now attends Immaculate High School
and twins Patrick and Colleen are in ninth and tent
grade at Wooster, respectively. Husband John com
periodically to the school to play concerts for the
younger children alongside his wife. When asked wh
it was like teaching in the same school where her eh
dren attend, Ann Marie replied saying that she liked t
be a part of their education without being involved too
much in their experience here at Wooster.

Mrs. Farrell and her family will be moving
upstate New York sometime this summer. She plan
on finding another teaching job, while substituting in
the meantime. She also said she will help her husba|
work on a children's book, calledBridges of Peac
Activity. Mrs. Farrell and her family would love to
stay in touch once they leave. They'll miss us, and
will certainly miss them.THE GENERAL wishes the
Farrells luck in their future endeavors..

0 one thing that these thirty-two students have in com
mon--they are all new to Wooster's Upper School.
PfPeople react to new situations in different ways. Fol

ON BEING
H ERE

The following article was written for Vol 11,
Issue | of the General four years ago. .

by Tim Fitzsimons '06

ol

Of the thirty-two students in the class of 2006,
€Fourteen are male; eighteen are female. Of these eig
teen females, four are named Katie, and three nami
Sarah. (Very confusing.) Some are from New Yor
- and the rest are from Connecticut. There is, howeve

some, being new passes right over their heads; for -of
ers, it hits them straight in the face. Overall, it seem
that the class of 2006 braced for the shock quite we|
"I was really nervous before the new student orientg

ttion," says Mary Eames, '06, "but once | saw how ni
everyone was, | was more excited than anything el
about my first day at Wooster."

Although the initial shock didn't seem to faze
ftmany, some students are anxious over the long-ter
€effects of certain policies. The dress code, for instan
&oncerns Katie St. Germain who answered, "jean

emphatically, when asked what she didn't like abo
being new. Others have problems with the food peli
cies. Collin McLoughlin ‘086, thinks students should be
dable to bring their lunch. Overwhelmingly, however,
the feedback has been positive. Students say they wi
shocked initially by how nice everyone was. The fa
that upperclassmen help ease new students' adju
ment is noticed. Everyone is always willing to lend
nthand, says Jessica Hughes '06, and "unlike my
N school, [older students] are friendly and helpful."
Many freshmen also enjoy the extra privileges thg
I come along with being in the Upper School. "You
théon't have the same responsibility as some of th
llupperclassmen, but you have some of the same pri
5 l@ges," says Katie Asselin, '06. "You get much mqg
€ free time [than in Middle School] and you don't
always have teachers supervising you. You can go
P to lunch, and the free labs period is definitely bette
edhan middle school break." A unique and appealin
»element of Wooster, new students report, is its seng
Uof community. Wooster is a very small school, an
being such, maintains certain qualities not possible

into a family," one student said. What makes Wooste
a community is the friendliness and mutual respe
that defines the culture of the school. Students sa
Nghat they can walk down the hall and easily know ha|
.of the people they see. In most cases they greet eg
hother as they pass, and walk around with smiles g
€ their faces. They meet, make new friends, bicker, mal
tup, hold doors for each other, help one another ou
Uand quiz each other during study halls. All of thes
things, students say, fit together to make Wooster fee
like a community.
According to the "newbies", "freshies", or whateve
None chooses to call them, this school has many ure]
echected effects on its students. Wooster affects the wa
its students view the world, solve trigonometric equa|
tions, and ponder the words of Shakespeare. But
2Salso affects their personal development and helps the|
become better people. Over the course of the comin)
atfour years, Wooster will play a vital role in the lives o
| its freshmen. And when you're new here, that's on
thing you can't help but notice.

thirteen are new to Wooster and nineteen are nof.

larger schools. "Coming to Wooster was like coming

ON BEING
THERE

Tim Fitzsimons ‘06

THE GENERAL is the Upper School reincarnation of
The Patriot, a former Middle School publication.
THE GENERAL's editorial board first met on Monday,
September 10, 2001, with Elizabeth Caris '02 and
Rachel Jordan '04 as editors-in-chief, to plan their
hdebut issue, to be published in October 2001. A few

ehours later, the biggest news event of our generation

crashed onto television screens and newspapers world
,wide. And so our little newspaper was christened.
Given the world it was born into, it is fitting that we
continue to mix important international topics with
timely community-oriented ones, so that we do not

h forget the age that we live in.
3

My first article for THE GENERAL was called "On
|.Being Here"(see previous column), and it was proba
bly one of the truest things | have ever written (before

ceit was edited). | had just arrived at Wooster, and the
Searticle was just about the best thing | could write to

describe how | felt about all of the new and foreign
things that were becoming parts of my everyday life.

min my first draft (a rambling, disorganized, and con

€fusing piece of writing), | wrote about the bizarre
"Wooster quirks that continued to take me off guard-
tthe holding of doors, random smiles from intimidating
upperclassmen in the hallways, the overall intimacy,
and so on, and so on. Of course, my perception has
changed since then, as it inevitably has had to do.
erThose initial shocks-the good kind-still happen today.
t Wooster is something | will never take for granted; |
Bltry to venture into the outside world as often as possi
a ble, and every time | do | am reminded of the goed
Iness of this place.
Since that first article, the newspaper has been one
t of the main elements of my Wooster education. As a
freshman, the newspaper introduced me to the inner
eworkings of the school, interesting upperclassmen,
iand a lot of new ideas and debates, and grew from
rcthere. For two years, | worked from the planning
stage to final production with Kyle Riseley, then
LDirector of Communications and THE GENERAL'S
original advisor. The newspaper became even more
gimportant when | was named editor-in-chief, under
eSam Sommers '05, at the end of my sophomore year.

o] With Mrs. Riseley's departure in 2004, the newspa
nper staff was very suddenly forced to reorganize and
redesign its workflow from the ground up. We had to

rfigure out how to produce a paper without, among
t other things, a computer, and we had a new faculty
advisor, Dr. Stunt. We also had to figure out a way to
f make editing not just an afterthought in the rush to
C publish, and ended up with a very slick web-based sys
Ntem, run by our two managing editors, Katie
€Silverstein '07 and Emma Mustich '07. The paper is
, now able to sustain itself beyond the rotation of edi
2 tors and advisors, so, with a lot of hard work and a-lit
| tle good luck, it will continue for years to come.
So, on being there... Being there, with “there"
r being Wooster, has been the greatest four years of my
X life. | have learned everywhere and from everything,
yand this only occured because of Wooster, and the
opportunities it afforded me. | don't feel like | can
itproperly convey my gratitude and my reverence for
this place, its people, and its philosophy, but, rest
0 assured, it is something | will never forget. Thank
you, Wooster.
e
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DD You KNnow ?

YOU CAN READ THIS AND OTHER ISSUESOF
THE GENERAL ON THE WOOSTER WEBSITE!

www.woosterschool.org/publications/thegeneral.php
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THE MENAGERIE

Written by Ryan Eick ‘09 and lllustrated by Cole Tucker-Walton ‘09

MONACIELLI

It is perhaps not surprising that wine-loving crea
tures like the Monaciello frequent places like Calabri
(in southern lItaly) that are famous for their wine. In
the Italian dialect spoken in Calabria, the word
Monaciello means "little monk;" the Monaciello doeg
look a lot like such a character, except that he wears
a completely red robe with a scarlet hood. Monaciel
are always drunk, but nonetheless very friendly. The|
can only be found in Calabria, since no other areas
Italy have good enough wine for them. Any Calabriar
wine collector is bound to find his cellar serving as th
home to a Monaciello, who will guard his host's wing
(and undoubtedly test some). It is also known that
every Monaciello has a secret treasure hoard that
guards. Italians believe that a Monaciello will tell an
body who can steal his hood where his treasure i
since he will die if doesn't get his hood back. Besidg
drinking, a favorite hobby of the Monacielli is to steal
human clothes.

THE GENERAL

Student Voice of Wooster

Editors in Chief:
Tim Fitzsimons ‘06 and Jane Timm ‘07
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Campus Beat: A forum for sharing opinions,
stories, folklore, legends, cultural morés, and true
confessions.

BrROWN MEN

Although not very well known these days, the|
a Brown Men were once the inhabitants of the Scottis|
highlands and protectors of local animal life. The
look like little men with short legs and long arms,
clothed in withered brown leaves, and with bright red
athair. Every single Brown Man despises humans with
i passion, especially those who hunt for sport. Eve
humans who need to hunt are intensely disliked by th
nBrown Men, who are zealous vegetarians. If an
hunter comes into the highlands with the intent of
e getting some food for his table, he is required to mak
an offering of nuts to the Brown Men, or risk their
wrath. If the hunter neglects to do this, or enters the
hthighlands to hunt for sport, he will be found the next
morning right outside of the woods, with his throat
& slit, and his body laid neatly on the ground.

n
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CAMPUS BEAT

N AGAS

The Nagas are powerful, mischievous creatures
who live in India, and are said to be human from the
waist up and snake from the waist down. Despite their
unusual appearance, female Nagas are supposedly very
beautiful. They live in the rivers of India in magnifi
ecent underwater palaces, which humans are strictly
n forbidden to enter. They are passionately protective of
e snakes, and any person stupid enough to kill a snake in
lyan unprovoked attack is bound to end up facing the

wrathful Nagas. Like vampires, Nagas drink human
e blood (but only very rarely). Besides being blood-
suckers, Nagas have power over the weather. Even
today, some farmers in India make offerings to the
Nagas for good weather. Their king, Karkotaka, has
complete control over the rivers and the rains in India,
which he manipulates to scare the local peasants into
submission.

THE GENERAL
Student Voice of Wooster
is published by the students of
Wooster School
91 Miry Brook Rd
Danbury, CT 06810
www.woosterschool.org

Wooster School is an independent, college
preparatory, coeducational, day school for
students in K-12.
Founded in 1926.

Please feel freeto contact THE GENERAL at:

the.general@woosterschool.org

For this Campus Beat, we ask8#NErAL staff
members where they saw long-time staff member
and graduating Editor-in-Chief, Tim Fitzsimons
'06, in 20 years...

SaRAH SZEN ‘06 CarL WoLk ‘08
A well-dressed international Leading a Commui
nomad. rection in China.

Luke GiLson ‘08
CEO of the first Unionized
Chinese Man Bag Company

nist insur Running

JaNe Tivv ‘07

Nick ALLReD ‘09

Google! Republican.




