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THE MYSTERY OF OUTDOOR ED REVEALED

by Emma Mustich ‘07
MANAGING  EDITOR

As you probably know, all
Upper “School students at
ooster are required to partici
pate in an_on-campus after-
school activity during at least
two of the three seasons that
make up a Wooster school year
(though sometimes students
petition to participate in an off-
campus “Independent Activity”

to fulfill this requirement).
There are three types of after
noon activities " offered to
Wooster Upper Schoolers: team
sports, “physical activities,” and
nonphysical activities (e.g. Art
Intensive or Drama). The
“physical activity” most shroud
ed " in mystery is Outdoor
Education.

Outdoor Ed has been part of
the Upper School afternoon
activity roster for the past eight
years, The program’s first facul

ty director was Mr. Jim
Westover ﬁwho taught science
in the Middle Schoog,

and when he left_the school
after having run Outdoor Ed
or one year), Mr. Mac Rand,
former Middle School Head and
science teacher,took over. Two
years later, Upper School
teacher and Assistant Dean Mr.
William Street ‘80 took the
position of director, and he has
retained this post ever since.
~What is Outdoor Ed?
According to Mr. Street, “The
fundamental  concept  [of
Outdoor Ed] is to have fun and
learn in the outdoors. The pre
ram is built around Wooster's

ow ropes challenge course, someeting the physical activity campus see Outdoor Ed as

members work together to meet
the_challengses of that program.”
While Mr. Street says that he

“begins each season of Outdoor Fox ‘04,” ‘Why g
Ed with a specific sequence of want to play soccer when he Ed's planned activities—often|

rope-course  challenges in
mind,” he adds that sometimes
he spends “more time thinking
about what to do in Outdoor
Education than [he does] think
ing about what to do in [his]
classes.”

He also says that the plan for
each day is “flexible,” and that
sometimes the nature of the
group’s activities is left to

chance. When staff members of heen the case. Although som

The General tried to take pie
tures of an Outdoor Ed meet
ing, the members of the group
switched from E!a ing Frisbee
on Tiedemann Field to chasing
after The General's reporters.

When asked why he thought
someone m|8ht Sign up for a
season of Outdoor Ed, Mr.
Street commented, “I think

people sign up for it as a way of

reéluirement in a way that some
individuals find fun. To q+10te

legendary Outdoor Ed-er Tony
would anyone

could do this?!. Clearly, stu

dents who enjoy physical chal
lenges in the  outdoors and
those who are drawn to ropes
course-style activities that fos

ter teambuilding are likely to
enjoy Outdoor Ed’s escapades.

It is notable that there are no
female members of Outdoor Ed
this year, although, as Mr. Stree

oints out, this has not alwayg

girls have been “successfull
integrated into the group” in
the past, Mr. Street explains tha
“a part of Outdoor Ed is that
Ehenpmenon known as ‘malg
onding,” so perhaps femalg

students, even if they were tq
join the group, might not find
its exploits as enjoyable as mal
students do.
Many people on the Wooster

kind of underground organiza
tion; sometimes participants in
other afternoon activities catch
a glimpse of one of Outdoor

just a flash of color in the

woods near Tiedemann—an
become intrigued.
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| CONSIDER MYSELF...
CONSERVATIVE - 13%
LIBERAL - 32.6%
PMoDERATE - 10.9%
SoclALIST - 5.1%
ROTHER/A PATHETIC - 38.4%

IN THE RECENT ELECTION ,

| SUPPORTED ...

JoE LEIBERMAN (I) - 16.8%
NEep LamonT (D) - 26.3%
ScHLESINGER (R) - 0.7%
OTHER - 10.9%

UNSURE/A PATHETIC - 45.3%

| CONCERNING ~ ABORTION |, I...

METAMORPHOSES OPENS IN WOOSTER THEATER

by Gretta Reed ‘09

StaFF WRITER

There was an air of excite
ment around those waiting out
side the Wean Performing Arts
Center (also known as the black

box theater) before the
Saturday night show of
Metamorphoses, Wooster

Drama’s fall play. The hallway
was packed with ﬁeople chatter
ing. This year, tickets had to be
reserved ‘in advance (and one
had to pay for them); Ms.
Gilson handed out tickets right
before each performance. Each
ticket had a number, the lower
the better. | had ticket number
11. | read the warning: “Please
Note, If you sit in the front row
seats to the sides of the pool,
you and the floor can get
wet...” This is when | began to
get really excited. The audience
was let in 20 people at a time
until the theater was_almost
bursting at the seams. Sitting in
seats surrounqlng the watery
stage, we waited with bated
breath for the production to
start.

The Fall Drama Tech had
been talking all season about
“the pool”. People envisioned

all sorts of things: a huge 8 foot Dillon Geyselaers ‘07 and Mike Murray ‘08 in a scene from Metamorphoses | Photo credit: Tim Fitzsimons *

deep Olympic style monstrosity
was obviously out of the ques

Wooster's. But Tech really
pulled out all the stops. An
eight and a half inch deep pool
was the stage for this produc
tion, with decks surrounding.

Teacher Len Leib was the mas
termind behind the construe

tion and management of the
ool, which_ took about four

ours to drain and another four
to fill each time. The pool was
truly a masterpiece. At one
Pomt a raft was even able to
loat on it. The backdrop of a
cloudy sky, desg;ned by art
director and_head of the Art
Department Deborah Chodoff,

also added to the mood of the
set.

. Director Mary Bracken
Philips was sick for the Saturday
night performance, but assistant
director/choreographer Ruth
Leibowitz took over to make
the introduction. She thanked
all the people that make drama
great, including Erin Murray
‘03, who recorded an entire
soundtrack of original music for
the production.

Metamorphoses was written

Mary Zimmerman. It is
based on the work of Ovid, a
Roman poet who lived from 43
BC to 17 AD. This play has
won a Tony and an Obie
Award, as well as getting praise
from all over. .

The Wooster production was
astoundlng. The script of the
play blends epic legend with
modern humor (the latter of
which was unexpected to some
one like me who had never
heard of this play). The pla¥
itself begins with” the tale o
King Midas as a modern father
without much time_for family
XJIayed_ by Dillon Geyselaers).

hilarious drunkard (played
by Mike Murray)wanders into
his courtyard and tells him of a
magnificent place where every
thing turns to gold. When
Bacchus, god of wine, comes to
collect his follower, he gives
Midas one wish. Midas asks for
everything that he touches to
turn immediately to gold; as the
story goes, his” daughter turns
to gold as he tries to embrace
her and then he wishes for
Bacchus

to take back his gift. He is told
he must go to the ends of the
earth to a lake, which, if he
soaks his hands in it, will reverse
his condition.

. In the course of the play,
eight stories are told, all of
which show transformations of
people, whether into bird, tree,
or adult in desperate need of
therapy (in the case of
Phaeton). . .

The pool, which so domi

nates the set of the play, is also they all blew out their candles a
versatile; it is used to represent the” same moment. The effec
ﬁool, and cannot even be put into words.

an ocean, a swimming
even a therapist’s coucl

In case you were unable to
attend, highlights of the pIaP/

included ~an exceptional
performance by Katie
Silverstein personifying

Hunger, and a silly rewind 'seg
ment during the telling of the
tragedy of Orpheus and
Eurydice. Another funny scene
involved Cole Tucker-Walton's

character Phaeton, who beggedfrom last winter's productions

his father Apollo to let him
drive the sun chariot.

) y performance.  All
splashy shipwreck scene, a greatnvolved showcased the tremen

which exceptional lighting
added to the mood of the dia
logue. In the final ~ The beau
ty of this production was shown
in the final scene when thg
whole cast came onstage bea|
ing candles. And after Midag
entered again, washing hi
hands in the pool and then hug
ging his daughter as his curs
was revoked, the entire cag
spoke a magnificent ending
speech. At the final moment,

All'in all, the Wooster Drama.
Department has succeeded i
putting on another magnificent
actors

dous collective talent of
Wooster Drama. And at the end|
of their performance, after a
standing ovation, the cas
returned to the stage for anoth
er round of bows. After that,
“Run, Freedom, Run”, a song|

of Urinetown, was played, set
ting the scene for the winter
drama season to begin.

AM PRO-CHOICE -58.6%

OPPOSETHE PRACTICE OF
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UNSURE/A PATHETIC - 15.8%
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i
Fr
Onl te és.

I'm getting nowhere with all
this “"Common Application”
mumbo jumbo. I've had trouble
with it all along and | just feel
overwhelmed. 1 lost one copy;
and | messed up the other two:
on one of them | wrote that my
dad was a space cadet; with th
other, | fell asleep while writing
and drooled all over it. | just feel
like giving up, but know | can't.
-Sincerely, Frazzled in F period.

Cheére Frazzled,
Believe it or not | was once a
frightened little schoolgirl myself.

But my education only goes as fa]

km

as bartending school and loo
where that got me! I'm a total
celeb! But, I realize you really

want to go to silly little’college Souf 1y

here is" my advice: find

€it, send him a letter from you

important that your coach kno
your handwriting for this to
work.If he doesn't already kno

just, you know, saying "hi" and *
really love soccer,” etc. Then st
"anongmously" sending him littl
gifts.

etting more and more elaborat

hen the important thing with thg
handwriting comes into pla
end him a check in your uniqy
andwrmng for a large sum d
oney. | don't know your eeo
nomic standing at the momen|
but give whatever you can. Thin
s check as a check you wo
send to a charity, but this is a sg

mall at first, but graduall regret to inform you,

smartest kid in school - you cargig| ki : i

even go as far as having guditior?ﬁ'al kind of charity, a charity tha’
find th | kid elps you get ahead. If this cog

IIPh ind the truly smartest hl -ﬁgaatches on to your little gifts a
o Yo gayt € person wWho Igarge check(s), you're in, bab

"cast" fi ucks to fill out your,,q" i
application and your space cad 83rr§ctﬂgorl1!ew starting center f

and drool problems will disap

pear ﬁ' don't guarantee the Kidp s | think it is great that yo

won't lose jt, but that can all be i
sorted out in the contract.) Oncegegi\aeg;ec%qy started sucking up

you send these out, schools will b

crawling in your windows ani
the cracks of your walls to getz
to go to their school! You will

the one deferring them and rejef:!

ing them! See how they like it!
-Tiffany

Tiffan?/ Fromage, = .
| would like to begin this letter
saying that | smplz adore you|
and love your work! | have an
urg[;ent problem that needs to bq
solved fast! Just recently | got 4
irlfriend. She's swell and all
ut | don't know where to take
her out! We haven't been dating
long enough for me to know
her favorite places and favoritg
things to do. | want to take her
someplace fancy, but | don'
want to look like dork. Oh,
what shall | do?

-Unsure in Utah.

Darling Unsure,

Thank you, and | adore you toq

Well this is a sticky predicame iy

{ou'ye gotten yourself int
uckily for you, | have a friend
who was just in the same spot..
came to the person who advi
best: Me. | got him out of |
quicker than he could sg
jackrabbit! Here's how its gott
go down: first get buddy budd
with her friends, but not So mud
as to make her jealous. Then,
buy spy equipment and attach
into the friends’ purses while
guys are having a dialogue. Y
can buy whatever is in your prig
range, mini cameras, mini micrq
phones, whatever. Then spy
your girlfriend and her friend
while they are having a slumb
party or a girls’ night out or what
ever it is young girls do the
days. This way you will find ou
where they talk about going, whi
they talk about doing, and whe
they actually do go. Then you c
have the perfect date for her g
she will be so impressed.
-Tiffany

EUNDERHERADAF
MAPPINC
THEVUSIC
(GENOME

by Jane Timm ‘07
EDITOR -IN -CHIEF

The Music Genome Project?|
Sounds sort of familiar, right?
Your brain is probably directing
you back to the depths of tenth
grade biology class where yo
learned about the Human
Genome Project (HGP). HGP
was an international effort to
! map and sequence all humal
Mgenes; it was completed in 2003
‘The Music Genome Project,
Lihowever, is an attempt to cate
g3orize or “map” the essence o
music on a fundamental level |
ybased on the nuts and bolts o
pmusic—using characteristicq
Klike harmony and vocals. The
Project maps each song individ
QHally, musicologists spending
Bbout 20-30 minutes on eacl
ong to analyze the details o
e€ach song’s unique sound
recording almost 400 attributes.
b he Music Genome Project has
since their conception six yearg
Blago, created Pandora, an onlin|
radio dedicated to the discovery
POf new music. Simply enter &
aﬁﬂong or artist name, and the
eMusic Genome will find other
ongs of similar musical quality|
Inépr you to listen to. You can
express an opinion on the sug
gested songs, further guiding

Miss Fromage,

| have a problem. I'm on the .
soccer team at my school. The about Pandora
team is very big and I'm new, so

| never get to play in games. |
work hard in pracfice and | lis
ten to the coach and | try to
suck up, but it really isn't work
ing. | cry myself to sleep every
night.

-Teary Eyed in Tennessee

Dear Teary Eyed,

You have a special situation th
needs special care. It is very

the search engine to find youl
music more suited to your
tastes. Another incredile fact
it's completely
free. You can even create a
account, and save your “sta
tions” to revisit them later.

For the musically curious read
ers out there, those of you who
always on the look-out for new
music, obscure or popular,
check out the Music Genome
Project's online radio at
www.Pandora.com.

aappy listening!

RuTpoW
HaviA

by Thea Goadrich ‘08
MANAGING EDITOR

“My Very Energetic Mother
| Just Served Us Nine Pizzas]
I now needs to be shortened tdg
hitMy Very Energetic Mother
bJust Served Us Nothin .'l’ We
uto,
lethat you're just” not good
enough to be a planet anymore

.On August 24, the
elnternational stronomical
if Union met in Prague to rede
fine the_characterization of
,planets. This act thus demoted
the small  (well, cosmically
lspeaking), icy sphere from itg
eposition as the ninth planet fur
thest from our sun to the rather
omore pathetic-sounding “dwarf
cplanet.” What do  those
astronomers have against th
berratically orbmn% ball'that has
lent its name to both a cartoon
dog and a radioactive element|
It just doesn't “clear the neigh
tporhood” (in Pluto’s case, the
Kuiper belt) around that orbit:
it intersects Neptune’s revolu
tions around the sun and isn’
zother planets. Since it meets th
other two criteria for “planet-
=ghip” (that it orbits the sun to

gin with and has a nearl
; u_nd_shapeg, Pluto escaped th
|nd|%n|ty of being relegated to

e bland state of “Small Solar

ystem Body.”
=" Pluto just can’t get a break|
First it's made fun of for being
rso tiny and far away, and no
mit's been stripped of its status a:
men actual planet and called
dwarf instead. And as if that
wasn't enough, to add insult to
extraterrestrial injury, it's only
the second-largest dwarf planet
Although still smaller than the
earth’'s moon, Eris (also called

Xena after, yes, Xena thd
Warrior Princéss) has Pluto|
beat by about a hundred kile

meters in diameter. Apparently
the poor celestial body had als:
been given false hope in th
form of a proposal for a twelve-
nﬁlanet_ solar system that would
.have included the other dwarf
planets Eris and Ceres alon
with Pluto’s moon Charon; the
opposite happened. Pluto ha
been having a rough eon. It was|
n't even given a consolation

prize. )
Of course, this now renders
man textbooks,  posters,

fourth-grade science fair proj
ects, and planetary mnemonic:
obsolete. Only eight planets...
What is our solar system com
ing to? Even astrology has take
a_hit. People born ‘under the
sign of Scorpio (between
October 23 and November 22
were thought to be influence:
Pby Pluto, but now those deter
mined, analytical, stubborn
individuals may revert to being
ruled by Mars. Despite the ex-|
planet's small size, Pluto ha
often been associated witl
power and corruption, as its dis
covery in 1930 occurred wherf
fascism was spreading through|
out Europe and researcher
began to test the use of nuclea|
weapons.

Well, Pluto, we're sorry we
never visited you while” you
lwere still a real planet. Now that
we've missed our chance an|
you're officially a minor_planet
with a numerical ID (134340),
maybe you'll finally be able to
straighten out that orbit of
¥ours. When all the publicity
ades, invite some little green
men over for a tour—then we’ll
be clamoring for your forgive
ness.

RROBLEM

FACEBOOK :
Today's Digital
Forum

by Jane Timm ‘07
EDITOR -IN -C HIEF

The social networking web
site Facebook.com has integrat
ed itself into almost every part
of student life here at Wooster.
The Wooster Chapter of
Amnesty International and the
Fifth Form Council both send
out invitations to their respee
tive events via the Facebook
email system, and many stu
dents have their own individual
rofiles in the site’s database.
he use of Facebook can fagcili
tate the starting or continuing
of discussions among_ class
mates, broadcast relationship
statuses (the “It's complicated”
choice is a convenient one), list
and explain political views and Another past student wrote,
Oﬁwons of music, and allow “Mr, Golding is an awesome
photography students to post headmaster. | had him as a pein
their “mosf recent npictures. cipal for fourteen years of my
Facebook is the most popular jife and | couldn't have asked for

photo-uploading website on the
internet: more than 2.3 million
L, photos are uploaded to it every
['day. The site recently played ‘a
art in the work of “the
h Headmaster Search Committee,
- when recent Wooster graduate

anyone better. He is always
there if you have a problem and
| definitely couldn’t have made
it through'life without him.”

Mr. Mustich, P ‘07 and ‘12,
said that Facebook gave the
committee “access to a vein of

and former senior prefect information that, in the past,
Hannah Reed ‘06 sent messagesyould have been rather difficuit
to forty recent grads of the two for a search committee to

even in the same plane as the

Headmaster candidates’
ular schools. The
Committee received fourteen
testimonials, all of which were
vital pieces of information in
the decision making.

, Since its conception in 2000 b
'a student at  Harvar
University, Facebook has

virtual  wildfire. Harvard
Undergraduate community was

Lthen to all colleges in the
United States. Soon after, it
became the first international
social networking site for col
lege students, and the sevent
most visited American website.
On Seg
Zucker| er'(__;,
creator of Fa ]
separate Facebook for hig|
school students, s.aym%.that [
was the “next logical f |n? to
do.” The two Facebooks latern
merged, creating an incredibl
large network of students. It
later opened to companies an
then to geographic regions
which effectively allows anyong]
to register. (And for you wor-
ried parents out there, eve
though anyone can register or]
Facebook, there are man
many safeguards, and only peq
ple "enrolled in a student’y
school or listed as “Mutual
Friends” can view a student’

rofile.) .

elatively late in  the
Headmaster search proces
Upger School math teacher Mr|
Leib, who has a hidden accoun
on Facebook, approached alum
na Hannah Reed and asked h
to seek out testimonials from
alumni of the schools where thg
candidates had previously bee|
principals. “The idea was for theg
question to be recent grad tq
recent grad,” Mr. Leib said. Ms

the now famous

within two days, she ha

received fourteen replies. The
[ varied in length from six hun

dred words to four words,
though most were detailed
informative, and well thought-
out. One testimonial said this
about Mr. Golding: “He loved

being involved at THS [Tower
Hill School] and generally loved
his students. You guys would bq
lucky to have him! 1 was alsg
involved in the search for head
master to replace Mr. Golding|
and | didn't see any candidate
that were quite worthy! We
miss him very much!” This type
of glowing praise was almos|
standard to the responses aboy
Mr. Golding.

artic uncover:
earch dents,no |

spread across_the internet like

registered. It was later opened
to all lvy League schools, and

tember 2, 2005, Mark Facebook

cebook, launched a

Reed sent messages to thoge,
graduates via Facebook, agd

the opinions of stu

' onger part of the can
didates’ communities, who have
relevant first-hand experience
of the candidates’ personalities
and professional performance.”
He also noted that “It is one of
the strengths of Facebook that
one can draw a composite
trait from the common ele
ments of many _different
reports.” Mr. Mustich also
emphasized the website’s
importance in the search for the
next leader of our school:
“Facebook was but one thread
in the complex fabric of inter
views, research, evaluation, and
self-study that comprised our
search ~ process [...] the
ok testimonials were
more reinforcing than revelate
ry; in other words, they served
to_confirm the direction of our,
thinking rather than change it

h

dramatically.” . .
The fourteen  testimonials
returned gave insight to the

Headmaster Committee’s
tl work. As online social network

ing is such an integral facet of

our generation, it is fitting that

the voices of so many students’

voices were heard amidst the

decision-making by virtue of
| such a website.

Outpboor Eb continued from
front page

When asked to what extent
Outdoor Ed really is a “secret
club,” Mr. Street showed this

It reporter the following passage
| from John Barth’s™ “Water-
"Message™:

. And the secrets were the
ﬁomt of the thing. When Peter
"had mentioned one evening that
he and the fellows were starting
a_club, Ambrose had tossed the

night through in a perfect fever
f imagining. It would be a
secret club— that went without
saying; there would be secret
handshakes, secret passwords,
secret initiations, But these he
felt meant nothing except to
remind you of the really impok
tant th|n? which was—well,
hard to find words for, but
there had to be the real secrets
known to none but the mem
bers. .
Mr. Street explained that
although Outdoor Ed'’s “activi-
ties are open, for all to see,” its
| members—and probably even
P non-members, prefer the
delight that comes with the idea
of something secret. When
asked if there was ankjlthmg else
the would like to add, Mr. Street
remarked, “Yes.”
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A VIEw FROM THE ToP

by Sarah Szen ‘06
WOOSTER ALUM

My senior year was a whirlwind of excitement and stress. Whefe

was quoing to go to college? Would | ever find a school | liked?
looked and looked and then haphazardly put together a list g
schools that seemed mildly interesting and had the qualities
thought | was looking for. o

As time passed and acceptances (and rejections) came, | bef
to worry about which school was perfect for me. | was consum
with fear that | would choose the wrong school and pass up th
school of m 1 3 C |
already recklessly crossed it off my list after reading a blurb in a-:
lege book? . )

At decision time | still hadn't figured out the school for me. |
went on some visits and thought that Dickinson was that place. |

my head it was, essentially, a larger version of Wooster: small g

community oriented.

It is clear to me now that there is where | went wrong. | was g
reluctant to leave high school that | yearned to replace It, instead
finding a place that truly fit my goals. Of course, this is all
blatantly clear in hindsight, but the truth is, there is no way |
could really know what | wanted. Some people are lucky to g
through the collegefprocess and find the school of their dreams.
didn't, but I'm grateful for the opportunity Dickinson gave me to
learn about mﬁself and prioritize. | was able to figure out what
want to do with the rest of my life and where | want to be for the|
next three years with much more clarity than when | was
Wooster.
goals, and needs in a school and a home.

Most importantly, | learned that the college process doesn't e
when you send in your deposit; it continues long after that. Fo|
me, it still continues as | keep searching for a college thatm
serve me just as well as | will serve it. The lesson is this: don't bg
the frame of mind that this is the final decision. Your college dec|
sion remains open-ended until you find a place you are conte|
with. Amid the piles of applic fions, envelopes, and essays, y
must realize that you are the final decision maker. The process
never over.

dreams. Furthermore, who was to say that | hadrt;

e new environment put into perspective my wisheg,cadence, “Hi, are you new?” A

WOOSTER...MASSACHUSETTS?

by Liz Broder ‘08
StAFF WRITER

“Wooster. . .is that in

Recently, | was chatting with
Reverend Ross regarding con
munity service requirements
o Something that he said regard
fMassachusetts?” was a cem jng the Honor Code struck me.
Imonly asked question when | was told that | did not need
people found out | was going to 4y documentation of my hours|
86 attending - the  WOOSIer it | had already done. Having
e§°h°°|- _“Nope, it's a private gpent part of my previous night
School in Danbury,” I must gathering and” collecting m
articles and letters as proof o

|have replied a thousand times.
You can say something as much ny community service hours, |
as you want, but it does not yas confused at the fact that h
hmake it real. It did not hit me  gig not even want to see them
nahtil Ei-45 AM, August ﬁlv when Reverend Ross has enough tru
Lmy alili"“ s_oundedﬁ that | was jn me and in the rest of the stu
%Ctua y going to the Wooster gent population to believe you
chool. Not knowing what t0  \hen you say something; thig
expect, | went in open minded, a5 something | had not expei
hoping people would be friend onced pefore. In my pas
y, but what | got was so much gncounters, adults have nevé
more than friendly people. jst trusted the words of an
| The first day at lunch, sitting by entire group of kids. | realized
myself, scared and embarrassediat the Honor Code is not just
tl suddenly heard in exact 5 scode” (a set of standard
enforced), but it is a huge rea
son for Wooster's uniqueness|
The amount of trust, self-reflee

h

r

boy and a girl were smiling at
'me looking genuine and eager

jito sit down. From that moment (o and honesty promoted by
ihknew Wooster was different, the Honor Code seem to make
or teenagers to voluntarily go g ot of sense; its effectiveness
hout of their way to welcome a )
pmew member to the community
is astounding. The people at
Wooster are different than
those at any other place | have
ever been.

Not only is everyone we}
coming and friendly, they are
encouraging at the same time.
The typical adolescent does not
go out of his or her way for any
one, so those who do are proba
bly atypical — Wooster com
pletely disproves that assump
tion. The kids here are just as
cool as at any other high school
they invalidate any “private
prep school, snobby” reputa
tion of prep school students.

S
motivated by a sense of selff
respect and confidence that
have never known to exist in ar
educational setting.
Naturally, when you are in the
same environment for a while,
you take its unique aspects for
granted because it is what you
have gotten used to; it is all
you know. But the second you
leave Wooster, it is impossible
not to notice a difference in
your environment and the way
people are.
> Wooster is a very special and
 uncommon place. If you are
» able to realize that while still

here, you will be able to make

. the most of high school and

After a few weeks of going to ey appreciate Wooster for
Wooster, | realized what a truly \what it is
special and unique place it is. It ’
really is.

HowrHEBC S5 GHEATINGLLEA®OTBAUEAM

by Patrick Brady ‘08 The elite teams (determined by

while USC, ranked third, played irresponsible method and will

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

College football is one of the
most popular sports in America.
Perhaps one of the most appeal
ing aspects of college football is
that all of the players are ama
teurs, meaning they do not play
for money, but for the love of
the game and a desire to win.
However, these players (and
their fans) are cheated by the
Bowl Championship Series
(BCS) and the National
Collegiate Athletic Association
NCAA).

It is infeasible to create a
schedule to show accurately

the BCS) play in the four major the fourth-ranked Michigan.
bowl games, which can award aLSU and USC both won their
school up to seventeen million games and were both named
dollars, just for participating. champions, despite the fact that
Since the system's establish there was no evidence to skg
ment in 1998, flaws
have been identified
and calls for reform
have been made.
Controversy swirls
around the BCS almost
every year. In 2003, the
teams from six univer
sities—Oklahoma,
Louisiana State (LSU),
Southern  California
(USC), Miami (in
Ohio), Boise State, and

which team is the best, becauseTexas Christian—tied

that would require all 119 teams
to play each other. The BCS was
developed to assist in the

process. By this system, college However,
football teams are ranked, and athese teams had playea game between Texas Tech and the Naval Academy

champion is then selected. It
was designed to objectively
determine the best team in
Division 1-A college football,

which is the most competitive
collegiate division. The  BCS
uses a mathematical formula to
give each team its rank, but is
still heavily dependent on sub

jective polls taken by the sports
media, and coaches to deter
mine rank. After the eleven-

for the best record in
Division 1-A with only
one loss each
none of

each other; therefore,

there was no way of

knowing which team was the gest USC was better than
best. Miami, Boise State, and Oklahoma (or indeed, any of
Texas Christian were eliminated the three beaten teams left out).
from BCS bowl contention In 2004 a similar event
because of biased voters in both occurred. This time USC and
the Associated Press and the Auburn University were both

coaches polls. The voters undefeated, and both won their
believed that those teams were respective BCS bowl games.
not worthy of a BCS bowl However, USC was crowned
because the conferences theychampion and Auburn was

week regular season, certainplayed in were considered weak. denied the title of victor, even

“bowl eligible teams” (teams
with six or more victories)are
selected to play in one of thirty-
two special postseason games.

only continue to spark more
controversy in the future.

A simple and logical
solution to this problem has
been proposed but is yet to be

reviewed or even|

acknowledged: using
the BCS to seed team
in an eight- or sixteen-
team tournament to
more accurately deter
mine a winner. This
system would end the
controversy that
seems to ruin the col
lege football seasor]
annually, and defini
tively confirm the best
team in college foot

Ban Ki-Moon
Named Next
Secretary-
General of the
United Nations

by Luke Gilson ‘08
CREATIVE DIRECTOR

Ban Ki-Moon was unani
mously named the next secre
tary-general of the United
Nations (UN) on October 13.
He is scheduled to take office
on January 1. He will replace
Kofi Annan, the current

tSecretary-General, who will be

stepping down after his second
term in the position.

Prior to the General
Assembly’s vote, Mr. Ki-Moon
was accepted by the Security
Council in a vote where all five

ermanent members endorsed
im, as well as nine out of the
ten non-permanent members.
The tenth abstained from vot
ing.

Mr. Ki-Moon is currently
serving as Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Trade of the
Republic of Korea. He has been
Minister_there since early 2004
and J)rlor to that, he was
Presidential Advisor of Foreign
Affairs for the same country.

_ Mr. Ki-Moon has been an
integral part of disarmament
talks with North Korea. He
states that this experience has
given him a “deep understand
ing of the complexities of the
issues,” as Bloomberg.com
reports.

_ Mr. Ki-Moon seems well-
liked by member nations of the
UN; even John Bolton, the U.S.
Representative, states that he is
“highly respected” by the
United States. .

_ As far as Mr. Ki-Moon's
beliefs are concerned, he seems
to realize that the UN's job as a

eacekeeper has become more
important. This implies that he
will more readily use UN forces
in crisis regions. He also seems
to have deep faith in the
achievement of the UN
Millennium Development
Goals, as seen by his govern
ment’s increased aid to Africa
and his own devotion to the
als he outlined in his address

0
ﬁthe GA on October 1, yet he

es see the challenges in reach

ing those Goals and calls for a
redoubhnF of efforts. ~ Mr. Ki-
Moon will replace Mr. Annan,

whose second five-year term
ends_with the scar of the Oil-
For-Food Scandal. He was
accused of aiding his son, Kojo,
in receiving a contract for the
rogram. Annan’s name has
een cleared but it is still a
blemish on the diplomat's
record. He has also been
accused of being too inactive
during the Rwandan 3en00|de,
when he was head of UN peaee
keeping operations. .
However, not all was negative
for Mr. Annan. He has instigat
ed reforms at the UN; most
notably, he set out the principle
that UN intervention is neces
sary if a country does not pre
tect its citizens. This has not
been fully implemented as of
yet, so carryln%[ that out will
be le

ball. The playoff sys | most likely up to Ban Ki-
tem would then deter | Moon.

mine a winner by

direct  competition

instead of an indirect  and The University of

and incomplete mathe
matical formula.

The reason the NCAA has
ignored the proposed system is
simply to earn a profit from the
bowl game sponsors. The
NCAA is paid large sums of
money for the naming rights of
the bowl games, such as the
“Meineke Car Care Bowl!” and
the “Chick Fil-A-Bowl.” The
NCAA is also paid money by
the networks that televise these

Michigan, and USC) in the
primetime BCS bowls.

These teams are also opposed
to a playoff system because of
the millions of dollars they
would lose were that system to
be implemented.

The subjectivity and inaccura
cy of the BCS system has been
criticized and acknowledged by
many fans, members of the
media, players, and coaches, and

et the system has not been

In what was considered the BCS though both teams had an equal bowls, and thus the association changed. In the end, the smaller,

Championship game,
ranked Oklahoma played sec Using the BCS to name a cham
ond-ranked LSU, pion is an incomplete and

ular teams who always have
high ratings (like Notre Dame,

first- right to the championship. has extraincentive to place pep |ess popular teams and the loyal

fans of college football are the
ones who lose out.
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MURDER CONSPI

b% Carl Wolk ‘08
ditor-in-Chief
The Former Russian sp

Alexander Litvinenko has die
in a hospital in London.
Scotland = Yard is currently
mvesngatmﬁ a_food-poisonin
attempt on his life that involve
polonium-210, a radioactive
chemical used in nuclear explo
sions.  Litvinenko was taken ill
while investigating the murder
of a Russian journalist, Anna
Politkovskaya, who was investi
ating crimes committed by
ussian troops in Chechnya
before she was killed. She was
strong critic of Vladimir Putin,
a former KGB officer himself
and the current president of
Russia.

RACY IN RussiA

. Gazprom was formed from
similar takeovers; Oil tycoon
Mikhail Khodorkovsky, former
head of Yukos, the larges
Russian oil company, was preg
ecuted on bogus claims, and th
company fell into the hands of]
Gazprom.

This combined state-run oil and|
media ) C >
supportive of Vladimir Putin.
Gazprom was handed over ti
Alisher Usmanov, the former
head of the Communist Party’s|
Youth Confederation, good
friend of Putin’s spokesperson,|
and billionaire, who installed g
assupporter of Putin as Editor in
Chief of the media wing of

Gazprom and declared himself

loyal to the state. Valery Yako
has reported that the 'smaller|

giant is also completely

Litvinenko was supposedly at independent news agencies af
a secret meeting with a source atheckled by the state and persg
a sushi bar in Condon when he cuted for” overblown reasons
ingested the radioactive materi such as fire or health hazards.
al. He was reportedly receiving _The corruption and chaos in|
secret documents that warned Russia even floods over intd
of a possible murder attempt on Ukraine. Russia involved itself

him and many others.

At the time of his death,
Litvinenko released a statement
in which in which he attacked
Putin and claimed that Putin
had ordered his murder.
Addressing Putin, he said, “You

may succeed in silencing one against corruption in Ukrainian

man but the howl of protest
from around the world will
reverberate, Mr. Putin, in your
ears for the rest of your life.”
Since Litvinenko's death,
traces of polonium-210 have
been found on two British
Flllanes that made flights from
oscow to London, several
more people have tested posi
tive for radiation, and the FBI
has become involved. The
world is in an uproar, and the

story has become a media sersator.

tion. But not all believe that
Putin was involved in the mur
der; Patrick Buchanan, a well-
known conservative, has sug
ested that Putin is being
ramed. Buchanan mentions
how Litvinenko is “more of a
nuisance than a threat” to Putin,
as Litvinenko has lost much
credibility, especially since his
claim that there was KGB coop
eration in the 9/11 attacks.
What has happened to
Litvinenko and Politkovskaya is
not unique though; Litvinenko
is the thirteenth” Russian jour

fiercely in backing the pro-
Russian Prime Minister|
Yanukovych over the Orangel
Revolution  leader  Victor
Yushchenko durin% the elec
tion. In the Orange Revolution,
the Ukrainian people protested

politics, along with Russian
involvement in Ukrainian poli
tics. Shortly before arriving in
power, Yushchenko was pei
soned with Dioxin, a toxin
most-likely given to him
t_hrou%h food-poisoning. =~ At
first, the former prime minister
aﬁpeared to have won, but afte]
charges of the election bein
rigged leading to a second ele
tion, Yushchenko, to the dis
may of Putin, came out the vie
Allegations have been
made since that Putin wa:
involved in the rigging of the
first election, and that the
Kremlin ordered the poisoning
of Yushchenko.

Russia is obviously in disar
ray; corruption seeps through
the government, police, mi
tary, and, of course, businessej
or at least whatever is_left of
them. Hit-men can be hired by
any corrupt official to take out |
any target, the Russian mafia i
a strong force, and ex-KGB|
officials” dominate politics.
Neither capitalism nor freedom

nalist murdered since 2000, and of the press can exist safely i
not one of the murder cases has Russia, where the governmen
been solved. On September 22lashes out at its critics, ang

of 2000, Russian reporter
Iskandr Khatloni was attacked
in his apartment in Moscow by
an axe-wielding assailant. After
Khatloni was “struck on the

seeks to control all sources 0]
media.
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CleID_EﬂTTKAEBLE
ENNIS
“GHONBONEONS EROIDS

by Jose Espinosa ‘07
SPORTS EDITOR

In 1988, after a successfy
importation of the game to the
United States and Asia, tablg
It's a lazy Sunday afternoon tennis was introduced to the
in Jul%/ and a motley ‘assortment Olympic Games in Seoul, Soutt]
of a few dozen people is busy Korea. By that time the popular
hitting and chasing around a sandpaper paddles of the 195(
small white ball. No, it's not had evolved into the modern|
baseball, ) r
pastime, but rather table tennis, Top-of-the-line paddles are sold
the world's largest racquet game for as much as $500.
and the fastest growing sport in China, with its population of
the world. The scene is a senior over one billion and with table
center in Fairfield, Connecticut, tennis as the national sport
one of two locations for the dominates the competitive
Connecticut Table Tennis tournament scene, having sweq
Club, a loose organization that the medals at the 2004
attempts to provide a tourna Olympics in Athens. The
ment-like atmosphere for aspir  American game, however, i
ing players, young and old. picking up steam as more an
“We're trying to teach the sport more Americans have come t
of table tennis, much different embrace table tennis as a spof
from recreational ping-pong,” Over 104 colleges and universi
says Dave Netty, owner and ties have an active intercolie
founder of the club and former I%‘lat.e team, according to thg
ESPN commentator. ational  Collegiate = Table
Created in the late nine Tennis Association, an organi
teenth-century as an after-din zation founded in 1992. While|
ner game  for wealthy “Chong Pong” and other
Victorians, early table tennis makeshift creations might reach
was exactly what the name sug back to the history of table ten

America’s national day rubber sponge paddleq.

gests: a replication of the tradi
tional outdoor game in an
indoor, constrained environ

nis, the sport itself is growing in
a different direction, becoming
ever more mainstream and comy

ment. The forefathers of mod petitive. ) .

ern table tennis used household For more information on
and ordinary objects to play; competitive table tennis, visit
books were often set up in lieu the United States Table Tennid
of nets and a champagne cork Association at www.usatt.com
was frequently used as a ball. %ggll Dave Netty at (203) 692-

NYC B ANS
TrRANS-FATS

by Carl Wolk ‘08
EDITOR -IN -CHIEF

The New York City Board of
| Health voted unanimously to
ban trans-fats from )
restaurants—a  controversial
decision that has sparked fierce
debate throughout the country.
The implications of the ban will
snot take effect immediately
though; restaurants will not be
allowed to use trans-fats in fr
ing oil in July, and by July 2008,
restaurants will be banned from,
using trans-fats in all foods.
Trans-fats are _commonl
used because of their long shelf-
life, despite their unhealthy
it nature. According to the Food
and Drug Adminstration, the
average American eats 4.7
ounds of trans-fats per year.
i Trans-fats are believed to raise
bad cholesterol, thus contribut
[,lnq_to heart disease.
he decision to ban trans-fats
has_drawn the ire of many, and
instilling fears of the “food-
police.”™ Many have suggested
that the ban has no science to
stand on. Critics point out that
this decision was based on the
research of Harvard
University’s Alberto Ascherio
and Walter Willet, who have
also released many supposedly
dubious reports. In addition to
scientific criticism of the deci
sion, there has also been signifi
cant criticism of the restriction
of freedom that constitutes this
ban: and the “food-policing”
idea behind it.

head, he stumbled into thq
street, where he was found by
pedestrian. He died later tha
night in a hospital. Khatloni
worked for a news service td
ﬁ;_rq_vl_de news pro?rammlng fo
ajikistan, a small Asian coun
try near Russia. He was work
ing on a story exposing humat
rights abuses committed by thg
Russian m_|I_|tagy in Chechnya.
Sound familiar? .
But anti-Putin journalists
aren't the only targets; Yevgen
Gerasimenko was_murdered i
2002, while investigating possi
ble corporate corruption. The|
list of journalistic targets goes|
on, with a total of 261 murdered|
Russian journalists since the fa
of the Soviet Union. Some]
onlookers believe that thel
Kremlin is backing some of|
these murders, which would bq
a testament to the truly back
ward nature of the Russian goV|
ernment.

Russia has become a vefy

unfriendly place for journalists;
“The state has taken control o
the media,” said Vladimir|
Voronin, one of the last opposi
tion candidates to Putin, “and
so0 no information gets through
to a majority of Russians.” Five]
months” aftér Putin came into
office, Vladimir Gusinsky, the
country’s most famous “medig
businessman was arrested, a
his media company was take|
b?/ Gazprom, the sfate monop
oly on natural gas.

™
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Iraq: Students Debate Possibilities

WHY QUITTING IS NOT AN

OPTION

by Carl Wolk ‘08

(both our allies and enemies) if
EDITOR -IN -CHIEF

we were to withdraw from Iraq.

Secondly, a U.S. loss in Iraq

Whether or not one agrees would provide the greatest vic
that the U.S. should have invad tory Islamic extremism could
ed Iraq, it is undeniable that we have ever asked for.
are now tied up in a war that we though any events tantamount
must win, or there will be dire to an American loss and with
consequences. To discuss thisdrawal would involve civil war
issue, It is important to undefr between Shiite and Sunni mili
stand exactly what losing the tants, Al-Qaeda and the rest of
war would amount to. In this the fundamentalist Islam would
case, a loss would constitute acontort the situation in an
series of events involving civil attempt to show how their
war and chaos to an unmanage efforts, not civil war between

able extent, forcing the U.S. o various religious sects, drove

withdraw. A loss in Iraq would out the evil
be devastating for four reasons. force.
Firstly, it would prove to the  Thirdly, chaos, bloodshed, and
world that America_can no all-out civil war would follow a
longer wage war. Giving up withdrawal. As it is now, the
sends a message to our enemiestragi government under al-
“If you fight us for more than a  Maliki ~ would probably be
few years and you manage tounable to maintain ‘order.
kill several thousand soldiers, Currently, members of the Iragi
we quit.” This is not to say that army and police force are
nearly three thousand™ dead desérting and taking part in sec
Americans is not a terrible state tarian violence, andgtﬁose patrol
of affairs, but with the attitude groups are not nearly ready to

estern occupying

that the United States seems to take over the management of

have n]ght_novy, we are not capa security in Irag. The subsequent
ble of fighting any major Iraqi bloodbath would thus be
war,which ‘would become very the direct fault of the United
clear to the world States, and what is occurring

Timeline for Irag:

Even most

N ECESSITY FOR A S.OwW

WITHDRAWAL
X

As of December 15, 2006,
America has been fighting in
Iraq for 1,366 days, has spent an
estimated 350 billion dollars on
the conflict, and has lost 2,845
soldiers. In the process of
“Operation lraqi Freedom,”
over 50,000 Iraqi civilians have
been killed, according to the
Iraq Body Count. The crisis
there is out of control. The
United States cannot unite a
very culturally and religiously
divided country by itself. We
have already accomplished two
of our major goals: we toppled
Saddam ~ Hussein’s corrupt
regime, and we establishe
democratic government. Now
that we have laid a foundation
for Iraq, we must let Iraq take
over the situation itself. Our job
must be to plan how to get out
of the circumstances before we
are sucked in even farther; the
war is irrelevant and costly, and
we are only bringing instability
to the region. )

.~ Whenthe U.S. invaded Iraq,
its purposes were to topple a
corrupt regime with an evil die

tator ‘and to promote freedom
and democracy in the most
volatile area in"the world. We
have achieved both of those

Jon Svenningsen
EWS DIRECTOR

1 s-charges the whole situation
goals already: Saddam Hussein®
was captured on December 13, €Vel more.

2003, and Iraq now has a paria
mentary democracy. What else
is there left to do? "We are now
fighting a war against terrorists
hailing from all over the Muslim
world, who %I(\)l to Iraq to fight
against the West. We met the
aims we set out to acheive; now
we should leave it up to the
Iraqi government to run their
own country. If Iraq isn't actu-
ally meant to be a free govern
ment, then we Americans
shouldn’t be continuing to fight
and to risk so much for an unat
tainable goal. It is very likely
that Iraq will fall into a civil war
between the various cultural
groups, even if we continue to
occupy the country—some
already deem the violénce there
a civil war, even if the Bush
administration does not define
it that way. We should start to
pull out now before we get too
involved in conflicts that don’t
include America.

aregime, the situation in Iraq_is

FROM |RAQ

The war is costing our coun
try so much for something that
doesn't in fact concern us. As
stated earlier, the U.S. has sperj
around 350 billion dollars on
the war, and has lost 2,845 se
vicemen, while almost 50,00(
more have been injured
According to costofwar.com, a
website run by the National
Priorities Project, it costs an
estimated eleven million dollars|
;])_e( hour to finance the war.

his, alongside the fact that ¢
majority of Americans (61%, to_
be "precise) o;])pose the war, i
reason enough for us to pull out|
from Irag.

After the initial success of
toppling Saddam Hussein'q

becoming worse and worse. Th
optimism that immediately fol

lowed the deposing of
Hussein's_rule has now turned|
to pessimism, as more Coalition|
soldiers are killed each day. Th
new “free Iraq” is now facing
mass insurgency and the poss
bility of civil war. A gradual

removal of U.S. soldiers would
get them (and by extension, thel
entire American nation) out of

a situation that has been brew
ing for many years. Our occu

pation cannot heal long-running
ethnic and religious tensions; in|
fact, our occupation only

A slow, planned withdrawal
from Iraq would be most bene
ficial for the United States
because it would bring our
troops home from a fight that
we should not be involved in, it
would help our economy by
lessening the federal tax mone
we spend on it, and it would
allow the new Iragi government
to take charge of the situation
that is affecting their own coun
try. Specifically, the govern
ment of Iraq “should be in
charge of curing a deepl
entrenched cultural division
that is tearing its people and
nation apart. However, the
removal should not be an imme
diate one, which could causg
even more instability and throw
the whole situation” into more
chaos. If the withdrawal is a
slow one instead, there is holp(
that Iraq will become stable
without Coalition troops there
being constantly endangered
while fighting a war they should
not be involved in.

currently in Iraq is incompara
ble to the potential bloodshed
Ira%.would experience if we left.
. Finally, many fear that if Iraq
fell into chaos, Iran would take
advantage of the opportunity
and roll ‘on through, s&readlng
its influence into Irag. Nothing
would be in place to stop this
advance into the weakened
country, and Iran, one of the
angerous countries in the
world today, would suddenly be
much stronger. .
Ahmadinejad, the president
of Iran, might take brutal con
trol (just what the U.S. has
refused to do), murdering those
who oppose him and wiping out
entire sects of people, essential
ly creating an Iraqgi satellite
state. Not™ only would those
murders constitute yet another
massacre, but Iran"would then
grow to be immensely more
powerful, controlling much of
the world’s oil and spreading its
influence  throughout the
Middle East. Iran and Iraq bor
der Syria, which would then,
after_seeing the United States’
inability to stand ground in
Irag, no longer fear American
intervention, and the Middle
East would become dominated
by a very dangerous, radical dic
tatorship—as %reat as any we
have ever fought.
. Iran, as it stands today,
is much different than Iraq was
at the time of our invasion. It is
a country united, with a strong,
modern military, and a massive
threat to world order. If Iran
took control of Iraq, the West
would be faced with a very
strong enemy in a situation

An American soldier helping an Iraqi child after a bombing in Baghdad

where waging war would be
impossible. The situation in the
Middle East would be that
much more complex, and any
attempt by the U.N. to step in

to retake” control or end vie

lence could be countered by
Iran (or whatever government
takes hold in Iraq).

If we lose in Iraq, the results
would be disastrous, and our
actions would come back to
haunt us, which is why we must
ensure our victory. John
McCain, a Republican Arizona
Senator who has been suppert
ive of the war, but a staunch
critic of the administration’s
handling of it, said, “Victory can
be our onle/ exit strategy.” We
can either fight this war until we
win or withdraw and admit
defeat. There is no in-between
boint, and there is no use in
ighting (and ultimately losing)
a war if you can only do so ten

contemplated—our  primary
concern should be reestablish
ing security in Irag. If an
increase in troop levels is need
ed, so be it. o

Anything less than remaining
in Irag until the job is done—
including a slow withdrawal on
a timeline—would constitute a
loss for America, a tremendous
win for radicalism_around the
world, a_country-wide humani
tarian crisis of an_unpredictable
size, and possibly a much
Istronger, much moré dangerous
ran.

Is this America too frozen
from partisan divisions to fight
for Ilberty,Hustlce, and security?
Have we forgotten the struggle
for freedom at the core of
America’s roots and what
America has grown to stand
for? If America backs out of
Iraq, freedom will have lost to
oppression, and on the day

tatively. Yet we have come to a America loses its will to fight
stage ‘where concerns over our for justice, may God help us all.
image should no longer be

. THE IRAQI SoLuTioN : Immediate Withdrawal

by Jack Wickham ‘08
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

_ Amidst the current situation

in Iragq, the United States is
frantically searching for a solu
tion to stabilize the Iragi gov

ernment, strengthen its econe
my, and put an end to the fer
vent ongoing religious violence.
However, if the past few

months can serve as any logical

example, it is clear that the
American
forces in
the Middle
East haw
done noth-
ing to ame
liorate the
L worsening
I civil condi-
tions, and
have eve
directly
c on -
tributed to
the risin
amount O
civilian
deaths
Thus,
there s
only ~one
solution to

this prob- U.S. casualties arriving at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware.

lem:  the
immediate withdrawal of the
United States Military.
. Since the U.S. invasion of Iraq
in March 2003, our troops have
been on duty for almost four
ears. A national election was
eld in the Middle Eastern
country in January 2005. Since
then, a republican government
has been established to run it,
yet there are still tremendous
numbers of deaths occurring on
a daily basis. These deaths ar
not just those of Iraqis, but of
American soldiers too. Many of
the casualties are due to violent
religious conflict, while others
stem from opposition to the
American occupying forces.
Just since the January election,
1413 troogs have been killed.
October 2006, though relatively
late after the date of the inva
sion,

was the fourth most damaging done nothing to stop such mas
month in American casualties sacres.
during the war, leaving 105  Many might point out that as
American troops dead. These we got ourselves into Iraq‘, it is
numbers show no Slﬁn of our job to stay there until the
diminishing. It is clear that in national government has been
this respect, the U.S. has done stabilized_and peace has been
littte to end the fighting and restored. But the question must
violence. X be asked: how much longer will
The deaths of Iragis are not that take? After almost four
relenting in number either. This years of occhation, civilians are
ast September, approximately dying monthly by the thou-
340 citizens were killed. Most sands, and "the number of
American troops
being killed gives
no indication of
lessening. It seems
impossible  that
our = forces are
helping to quell
the sectarian vie
lence, and the mis
sion of strengthen
ing a central gov
ernment remains
stagnant. ~ What
more is there for
us to attempt in
trying to bring
peace and unity to
the region? The
prospect of reli
gious civil war
appears inevitable
whether  we
withdraw  or
. stay in Iraq, as
of these deaths are attributable our forces seem to have done
to insurgent religious and poli¢  very little to subdue the rel
ical forces such as the Ba'athistsgious rivalry. So why must we
(supporters of Saddam subject our troops” to more
Hussein’s former government), harm, especially if their peace
Jaish_al-Rashideen (a militant keeping efforts make no differ
Sunni group seeking to end U.S. ence? Even though pulling out
occupancy and gain control of might cause a full-fledged yet
Irag), and the followers of unavoidable civil war, it will
Shiite cleric Mugtada al-Sadr. save the lives of many U.S. men
Though the end of the Shiite and women.
oppression_commenced at the  In dealing with the current
me of Saddam Hussein's situation in Irag, the only logk
downfall, the regime change set cal solution is an immediate
off a wave of religious violence departure of the United States
in which Shiites are trying to military pressence. The
take control of the Iragi govern ~ American forces seem to be
ment and the Sunnis are oppes making little  difference in
ing them. Not only are these reducing the violence and stabi
types of conflicts causing lizing the Iragi government. As
eaths, but they are also the so manF/ soldiers are dying
root of horrific atrocities such seemingly needlessly each’ day,
as torture and decapitation. the only way to réduce the
Though U.S. troops have been amount of lives lost is to pull
in Iraq for well over three years, the troops out of the Middle
they have apparently East.

Sru
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Outbreak of Stealing
Troubles Campus

The Great Wide
World of Podcasting

us who tune in. Some of the

Upwards of five iPods, two
hundred dollars in cash, numer
ous credit, debit, and gift cards.
All have ?one_ missing—pre
sumed stolen—in_the past few
weeks. Not only is this entire
incident just morally wrong, but
it is an affront to the sense of
trust the close-knit Wooster
community provides.

It is safe to say that almost
every single Urg)er Schooler
uses the Student Center,
whether as a daily hangout or to
simply grab a friend to work on
a project with—we alll trust that

space. The seniors, however,Code: “I will actively support

who do not have lockers,
implicitly put the most faith in
their peers: their cubbies cannot

be closed, locked, or sealed. Asnot condone the disregard off

personal items first went miss

Ing, the consensus seemed to bebers of the Wooster communi

that they had just been mis
placed—after all, iPods are get
ting smaller and smaller, and
money can fall out of pockets.
But the “lost” things grew in

number, and a pattern started to

emerge. The targets of these
now apparent thefts are leaders else’s possessions—especiall

of the student body—seniors
who have lived in the Wooster
environment for quite some
time now and never before had
to think twice about Ieavi_n%
their bags where others might
root through them. Episodes of
theft have occurred

efore, but destructive ways to gain atten

If we cannot feel safe while wq
are learning or relaxing, there i
something wrong. Stealing ma
fulfill an immediate urge to take
a few unearned dollars from
someone else’s wallet, but i
contradicts all that Wooster
stands for.

Given our schedule, there arg
few times when someone coulg
commit frequent acts of theft
without being seen (or without
skipping a school-wide gather
ing such as lunch or chapel). W
thus remind you of the final
point laid out by the Honor

the community of trust embod
ied in this Honor Code. | will
not condone dishonesty. | will

the Honor Code by other mem-

ty.” Mr. MacElhiney has
appealed to the entire studen
body to tell him_if they know
anything pertaining "to the
thefts; the editors of this news
paper add their pleas.
Additionally, taking someone

valuable items, but that is besid
the point—is categorically dis
honest and unethical. If things
do not belong to you, you have|
no right to take or use them ag
%ou please. As Reverend Rof
as said in chapel, there are le

by Thea Goodrich ‘08
ANAGING EDITOR

Nowadays, everyone and his
uncle owns an iPod. Apple hit
the jackpot with its palm-sized
media player that brings cheap,
pick-and-choose music to the
youth of today in a streamlined,
user-friendly format, giving rise
to our new collective moniker,
“the iGeneration.” Those ubig
uitous commercials featuring
dancing figures silhouetted on
brightly colored (or more
recently, purely psychedelic)
backgrounds with the immedi
ately recognizable white ear
buds dangling from their heads
)gowde everything Apple wants

onsumers to know (“We're
hip, we're simple, and we'll
make you [choose one:] head-
bang/break-dance/do the robot
like no one is watching.”). With
new versions and products

more popular ones include
“Comedy Central Stand-up”
complete with videos), “The
icky Gervais Show” (by the
originator of the British” TV
show “The Office”),
“Mugglecast” (discussion—by
‘\:ioung teenagers—of all things
arry Potter), “The Onion
Radio News” (a stream of fake,
hilarious_news stories), “Keith
and the Girl” (a talk show host

ed by a couple and a favorite
among_college students), and

“Real Time with Bill Maher.
Scientific American has “60

Second Science;” ESPN issue:
numerous sports podcasts; even

NPR has branched into online
radio. “Ask a Ninja” and “The

Show with ZeFrank” are about ;
as bizarre as podcasts can getugvv\v, tOTIE,OOK Like a

although  “Nobody  Likes
Onions” takes the top prize for
pure strangeness. .
Missed the last “Family Guy”
episode? Download that por
tion of FoxCast to listen to
snippets of the show’s dialogue

and people just as obsessed a:
you are chat about the program ;~
in almost scary detail. The same 1\ ohers who als

goes for “Grey's Anatomy” and
"Lost,” whose official podcasts
offer interviews with cast mem

bers, behind-the-scenes conver

Sbeing released almost everysations, theories from dedicated
ther month, the iPod family * fans, and previews of upcoming

never on such a scale and withtion, or even money. To have
such a feeling that they were extra dough on hand is ong
committed by upper school sty thing; to be plagued by a guilty
dent (as opposed to a member conscience is quite another.
of a visiting team or a Middle The Honor Code may seem
Schooler). . to some like a meaningless pieg
Theft—both of physical pos of paper, but it does represent
sessions and academic or ere basic value of the school we a
ative thought, which is in effect attend: you have the right to bel
through cheating or plagia trusted, and everyone els
rism—is against the Honor expects you to uphold that.
Code that we have all signed When that trust is shattered and
and pledged to uphold (the students no longer have confi
Honor Code states, “I will dence that they can even wal
respect the property of this away from their ba}]gs, much of]
community and of those in the what Wooster stands for beging
communltyfar;d ehnsure th?t !Itl to break down.
remains safe for their use. | wi '« aditari :
neither steal nor vandalize.”). Th;s er%ved e GEN@'S}EUSIV
This is a fundamental tenet of PP editorl%l board
our school. '

Once More, With Feeling:
The Performing Arts Admissions Process

by Katie Silverstein -thirds of your classes will be
'ANAGING  EDITOR concerned with your art form,
. X . and the remaining third in dis
Even if you're not a high tribution requirements that
school senior, you've probably ysually consist of intro level
heard all about the stress of the classes in math, sciencd

college application process. English, and a foreign languagg

has taken the music technology episodes. For those food con
industry by storm. It even” noisseurs out there, “Eat Feed”
spawned a new phenomenonis a very in-depth podcast that
that is currently sweeping the provides recipes, interviews
online world: podcasting. with cookbook authors, food
The content of podcasts trends, and culinary ideas for
ranges from book discussions every season. Then if that gets
to comedy shows, from Spanish you tonsuming too many cale
lessons t0 ordinary people rant fies, use “Podrunner’ as the
ing about their bad days, from background music to your
serious news reporting to recaps workouts. Those who actually
of popular television shows. knew what RSS stands for
Since the technology behind before reading the second para
podcasting is relatively simple graph of this article might enjo
(you can use Skype, the free? |g?nat|on," the brainchild o
online telephone service, or just two laptop-wielding web geeks
about any audio and micre who crack themselves up.
phone system to record your  On the more educational side,
voice and create a downloadablethere’s “Grammar Girl's Quick
file, then post it online forallto and Dirty Tips for Better
hear), anyone with too much Writing,” ~ “Learn Mandarin
time on his or her hands and an Chinese With ChinesePod,”

affinity for talking can put his “The Word Nerds” (about
or her opinions—whether odd  everything linguistic),
ball or educated—on the world “EnergySmart News,” “Tips

wide web. Some are quite funny, From the Top Floor” (a winner
some are serious and scholarly, at the 2006 Podcast Awards that
and still others just seem like supplies info_and tricks in the
random conversations that no realm of digital photography),
one but the creators actually and “Rookie Designer” (a%out
understands. Ees, grq[phic design).
iTunes and PodcastAlley.com Planet Travelcasts” are goo
both publish Top Podcasts lists introductions to foreign coun-
,as determined by the number of tries for those with an over
.votes or subscriptions C'Er'fa'%1 abundance of wanderlust, and,

“Lonely

From standardized tests to There is little or no room to

podcasts receive from those o

to stay in the know about the
ever-changing online world and
its most popular websites,
check out “Inside the Net.”

If you're planning a road trip
and will have some money left
over after filling the tank,
“Cheap Date” is your one-stop
repository  for” restaurant
reviews and travel logs from its
rather eccentric hosts. “The
Restaurant Guys” show is
geared toward individuals who
can tell the difference between a
merlot, a shiraz, and a pinot
noir and who can whip out a
credit card instead of digging
for change in their pockets, but
it will make even the most
devout hamburgerphile drool.
More of a filmgoer than a food
ie? _Tré “Filmspotting,” “The
Movie Blog: Audio Edition,” or
“Stop Tokyo: The Cult Movies

~ Podcast.” If your attention span
Sis wanin

, test out “One Minute
How-To"™—little lessons on the
most important things in life:
How To Swallow a Large Pill,
Zombie,
) Grow  Orchids
Without Being Too
Compulsive, How To Stop
Your Shoe Laces From Coming
Undone, How To Personalize
A Squash, How To Order At
Starbucks, How To Find $100

glol/ery Year, and sixty-six more.

anic Mommies” has a specif
audience  (overwrought
I 0 happen to be
wives and career women), but it
just goes to show that podcast
Ing is not only for the twenty-
something and younger set.
There are also, of course,
numerous podcasts devoted to

intended for: music. These can
irectory (podcast.net, podcast
the tried-and-true Google
can listen to a podcast directly
o the next time you're bored
boot up t computer an
people hold conversations with
they're” discussing a topic_you
ngs—it’s hard not to become
tion of those available online, so
open mind, you can fap into the

what the IPod was originally
be found, usually arranged by
genre, in any online podcast
directory.com,
podcastzoom.com), or just use
search. Podcastpickle.com has
its own media player so that you
from the website without hav
ing to subscribe to it.

out of your mind (or just
shamelesslﬁ/ procrastinating),

e
download a podcast. The
thought of listening to other
out you, the listener, participat
ing may sound a bit odd, but if
love—especially ~with quirks,
{;)I_kes, and off-topic ram
i

a podcast devotee. The exam
ples listed here are just a frac
with  honed _ web-searching
skills, any audio player, and an
varied and ~unpredictable zeit
geist of the iGeneration.

essays, it seems as though thetake elective courses, so yo
twelfth grade is rooted In a must be certain that you could
slimy mire of anxiety. Out of not live without your art form.

these thirty-nine students there |f you decide after you enroll as
are a few who already have aan acting major that you would
major in mind—these “are the really love to study podiatry,
students who are pursuing you will be extremely unhappy.
careers in the performing arts. Y however, you attend a regu
Although thetvJ are spared_the |gr °°”e§

e

. e or university, about
anxiety of ing undecided gne-thir )

contrasting pieces before a
panel of judges composed of
conservatory teachers. In addi

tion requirements with a wide
range of course choices at
another school in the universi tjonto your audition, you may
g- Some colleges, such aspe reqaired to write an “artist
berlin, have their own music statement,” an essay in which
conservatories. Oberlin is one yoy discuss your connection to
of several colleges and universi your art and” what led you to

ties that offer a five-year double prsue conservatory studies. Be

about “majors, the application
process for prospective majors
In the performing arts is very
complicated. In_ addition to
audition preparation, a student

( of your classes will be
in your art form, leaving you
room to pursue other interests

and possibly even a double

major. Keep'in mind that you

may not be able to find as large p

who wants to major in music, a variety of classes in your spe

dance, or theater has to take cific art form at a college as

standardized tests and write
_essaeljs just like every other sen
ior.

ou
would at a conservatory. lgor
example, if you want to be an

nderclassmen musicians, opera singer, a college can offer

actors, and dancers be warned—you little more than opera study

the sooner you learn about this
specific application process, the

etter. o

If you think that a major in an
area of performing arts is for
you, you have three options
about” which higher education
path to take. conservatory
provides intense, pre-profes
sional training in your art form,

and several workshop perform

ances, whereas a conservator

may stage as many as four ful
opera productions a year.
I you want intensive training
in performing arts and you have

an academic passion, you may

ursue ~a third  option.
niversities are made up of sev

eral undergraduate schools, one

whether it be music, dance, or
theater. This is usually best if
you can't imagine yourself At these universities, you can
doing anything other than, for receive quality training’in your
example, playing the bassoon.art form while fulfilling your
About two distribute

or more of which may be a
school for the performing arts.

STUDENT VOICE OF WOOSTER

major in music and another sub

ject. This gives motivated musi

cians intensive training on their
instruments and gives them an
opportunity to pursue another

assion. .

If you decide to apply to a
conjs.ervatoa/, be prepared for
auditions. Having an excellent
grade point average won't help
you if you can’t dance, or sing,
or act, The sooner you_ start

reparing for these auditions,
‘the better. Junior year is defi
nitely not too early to inform
your teachers of "your inten
tions—they can” help you
search for monologues, choreo
graph a dance routine, or prac
tice arias and art songs.
sure you check each conservato
ry’s website for audition reper
toire and guidelines. These tend
to vary from school to school,
so you may be stuck learning
five” different monologues of
varying lengths and styles. You
can expect to perform several

ake

sure this is not a simple restate
ment of your “artistic resume,”
which is”a chart of activities in
which you've been involved that
pertain to your art form. For
example, if you were an actor,
you would list roles you've had
in school plays, community the
ater, acting class, and the like.
Although grades and stan
dardized test scores won't get
you in if you're not talented,
most conservatories still require
them. Make sure you get your
application in on time (and

of your performance before
they will even consider you for
an audition. You don't want to
find out about this requirement
at the last minute! If you
decide to apply to college
instead of a conse_rvator}/, audi
tioning is often optional. If you
want to be considered for a
merit scholarship in your art
form, you must audition. A fan-
tastic ‘audition, however, won't
usually lead to an acceptance
letter If your grades aren’t on
ar with the college’s standards.
our audition doesn’t exempt
you  from other admission
requirements, such as the col
lege’s essay and the recom
mended interview (although
some colleges consider an audi
tion akin to an_interview). If
you apply as a five-year double
major, you usually have to apply

early, if possible), because there to the conservatory and the cel

mag{ _be more applicants than
audition slots and you are usual
ly only permitted to schedule an
audition after the admissions
office receives your application.

lege separately and may only
pursue the double major if
admitted to both.

Applying to colleges and con
servatories as a performance

Pay attention to all application major is not easy. With prepara
requirements, especially pre- tion and hard work, however, it
screeningrequirements if you can become a very rewarding
are a musician. Often, a conser experience that will 'set you on
vatory requires a CD recording the path to your chosen career.
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During the run-up to the
election, Ahmedinejad empha
sized a policy based on Islami

THE TWELFTH

| MAM AND and revolutionary principles.|

He also spoke out against thq

O UR G (e]e]} U.S., appealing to religious cler
ics, while working for the sup

FR|END port of the average citizen|

“Putting petroleum income on
people’s plates” became a slog
during his campaign, in ar
attempt to rally the civilians
around him and his radica
ause.

In Brian Williams’ interview
with Ahmedinejad, the Iranian
president stated this: “We think
that the American people arg

AHMEDINEJAD

by Carl Wolk ‘08

EDITOR -IN -C HIEF

Iranian president, Mahmoud ¢
Ahmedinejad, has been com
pared to Hitler and is consid
ered to be one of the greatest
threats to —world = order. jike our people. They're good
Ahmedinejad, unlike Saddam pegple, ghe';/ suppg’rt pgeace,
Hussein when he still reigned equality and brotherhood. They
over lraq, endorses Islamic jike to see the world in peace]
extremist ideology, and many \we think that, together, nations
fear that if Ahmedinejad can uphold the peace and justi
acquires nuclear capabilities, he around the world.”
will not refrain from using Despite what Ahmedinejad
them. L says about his aspirations  fo|

In Shiite Islam, it is believed peace in the world, his action
that the Twelfth Imam, gggest a very different foreig
Muhammad = Al-Mahdi, was poiicy. Iran funds and provides|
shielded by Allah and will show zyms™ for Hezbollah ~(Many
himself at the end of time. pelieve that Iran was the invisi
Hojjatieh is a radical religious pje hand behind the kidnaping

element in Iran that believes of |sraeli soldiers, which led to
that if the world can be thrown - the recent Israeli invasion of

into chaos, the 12th Imam will | epanon.), may possibly be
reveal himself, leading many o fynding Chechen rebels, and
fear that Ahmedinejad is trying  has called for the destruction of
to do just that. Israel on multiple occasions.
This belief was outlawed by So, the world is left with a
Ayatollah Khomeni in the ragical, extremist dictator, hel
1980's, for it support would pent on the annihilation of
entail spreading chaos, which |grael, and may even b
cannot coexist with a single attempting to throw the world
Muslim state, something many into chaos to bring about the
Muslim leaders advocate. Still, 3pocalypse, yet there is no wal
Ahmedinejad has referred to the of deposing him or stopping his|

Imam Mahdi in several speeeh yclear program without taking
es, in one of which he stated, grastic ‘measures, somethingy

e

“Today, we should define our

WoRLD NEWS

THE POPE MADE HIS FIRST TRIP
to a Muslim country on
November 28 when he visited
Turkey to speak with the leader
of the Orthodox Church.

"Demonstrators protested the

Pope’s arrival because of com
ments he had previously made
in which he insinuated that
Islam was a violent religion.

NASA unveiled plans to set up
a lunar settlement by 2020 dur
ing a press conference on
December 5. NASA has not

On December 2, Hezbollah-
supported demonstrators took
to the streets in Beirut, released information concern
Lebanon, demanding that the ing how much the settlement
Lebanese Prime Minister and will cost, but it has been talk
his Cabinet resign. ing with other countries about
sharing the burden of men and
supplies.

On December 3, the New York
Times reported that in a memo
written two days before Donald The Iraq Study Group’s report
Rumsfeld resigned the former on the condition of the Iraqi
Secretary of Defense claimed state was released on Decemb
that “a major adjustment” was 6. The report gives suggestiong
needed in Iraq because “Clearly, for possible changes in the cur
what U.S. forces are currently rent course of action. They
doing in Iraq is not working suggested an influx of troops
well enough.” The Pentagon followed by a complete pullout
confirmed the existence of the by 2008.

memo.

) ) ) On December
In an interview with the BBC g, Robert

on December 4, Secretary Gates was
General of the United Nations  approved by
Kofi Annan said that the war in the US Senate
Irag was “much worse than a tg be the new
civil war.” This was the latest in Secretary  of
a string of comments by various pefense.  Both
former high ranking govern Republicans
mental officials which comment  and Democrats were willing to
on the alleged brutality and mis  confirm his nomination. He is
management of the current situ  replacing Donald Rumsfeld
ation in Iraq. who has been the Secretary d

that the West is not prepared tq

economic, cultural and political o, Defense for the past six years
policies based on the policy of and who announced his resigng
Imam Mahdi's return,” and tion recently.
many believe that is just what h
is doing. O - E
Although Ahmedinejad has P D
made no explicit connection| geNn(gaEiCExgﬁ? E}(heHJICv(\;An?nS]gﬁ
hi i “wi -
lsael off the face of the map]| IRAN AGREESTO wealin ollowing a mitary coup
and the Twelfth Imam, many d'état three days earlier. Thq
fear that this is the case, anfl R T Secretary-General  of  thg
that his nuclear ambitions ma EN EW ALKS gc?tzgmaosmge“zg?ioﬂgs\(/:ircljtl);t(ijo;hc?
also be a way to instill chaos i . .
the world. Y by Will Julian ‘07 the  Commonwealth’s funda
If this is the case, there is lit CONTRIBUTING WRITER mental principles.”
tle that the West can do to stopl  ag you read this, you'll probably end up thinking to yourself,

him. A full invasion is certainly
out of the question, for a war
with Iran would be a large, dan
gerous war, much different
from the invasion of Iraq, not to
mention America’s military
obligations elsewhere
Anything short of an invasion
could spur retaliatory attacks on|
Iraq or Israel, which could
plunge the Middle East into
war. Comprehensive sanction:
would undoubtedly fail, becausg
China and Russia have econony
ic, and possibly even strategid,
interests in Iran, and thus they|
would refuse to cooperate.

Even though the West must|
take action against Iran before i
acquires nuclear capabilitied,
there is nothing the West can dg
that wouldn't result in dire con
sequences. So the West is e
with a perplexing puzzle of how
to fight an enemy that is much
weaker than it, yet holds all thel
cards.

To make the situation even
worse, Ahmedinejad is no idiot.
During the Islamic Revolution,

he was a member of the radicalworld, no matter what the cost.

“Office for Strengthening
Unity,” and took part in the
Iran Hostage Crisis in 1979.

He later became a commander

of the Pasdaran, the Iranian
clerical army used as “shock
troops.” Ahmedinejad’s elee
tion is the result of Pasdaran’s
rise to power in Iran, as a con
servative, religious movement.

ft

“Wow, this guy is an ic}li ) E . )

pened months ago.” But | won't let that stop me, because r|% tSix party talks with regard to

now, on November 10th, 2006, | am ecstatic about the fact thatthe North Korean nuclear pre

Iran has agreed to renew its talks with the United Nations Securitygram are set to resume o

Council ( S%}.. i . December 16. They are planne|
The UNSC is made up of the world's major powers, China, for Beijing, China. These are the

France, Russia, the UK, and the US (all of which have access t&st multi-lateral talks since

ot. He’s so out of date, and this event ha

THENDAFS
ARKHOLIDAY
QFT

by Nick Allred ‘09

OPINIONS  EDITOR

Think back to the last holi
day season. How many presents
did you receive from family and
friends? And how many of
those do you still use today?
When you really think about it,
very little of what we give or
receive over the holidays is truly
meaningful.  Sure, there are
thoughtful gifts that are still
important a year later. But for
each essential item, there is a tie
gathering dust at the back of the
closet, a book being used as a
doorstop, or a joke gift that's no
longer funny. What if, instead
of these useless presents, you

Plcould give a gift that could
change a poor person’s life and,
at the same time, make your
loved ones feel good about
themselves? That's the idea
behind the charity organization
Heifer International.

Heifer International was
founded in 1944, when a farmer
named Dan West, who was del
ing out rations to starving chit
dren, realized that a gift of live
stock would be far more useful
to them than one meal. He
gathered seventeen cows and
sent them to Puerto Rico,
where they were given to desti
tute families. The families were
encouraged to “pass on the gift”
by giving the cows’ offspring to
another fa_\m|lg. Today, Heifer
operates in the same_way on a
far broader scale. They are

factive in 112 countries, and see

, to the distribution of eleven dif
ferent kinds of animals, from
rabbits to honeybees. Each fam
ily that receives an animal can
use its byproducts (eggs from
hens, milk from cows, honey
from bees, and so on) for a
guaranteed food source and to
sell at the market. The prices
Heifer has set to sponsor an ani
mal (which covers fees like
transportation  costs) range
from $20 for a flock of chicks or
ducks to $500 for a single cow.
You can make a donation in a
loved one’s name and then send
them a card with a message
about what you've done. It is
truly a gift that keeps on giving.
A " donation to eifer
International can make a gen
uine difference in the world,

Hand will be meaningful for years
to come.

nuclear weapons), along with ten non-permanent members wit :

two-year terms._T_%'le group’s goal and. ml%sion is to maintain global elatlong brol;]e d?ﬁ’m dagt Saddamn Hussein was executed
Beace and stability; however, the actions of this group should not\oveémber. when the U.S.| ~ o o b 59th. Hussein
e seen as attempts to gang up on less advanced countries orfjposed sanctions —againgt was hung before dawn in

continue the domination of already powerful countries, but as North Korea after the U.S.
measures to protect the modern world. accused that country of mone:
Without the UNSC, countries like Iran would be able to create laundering.
nuclear weapons unchecked (although countries like North Korea
do this anyway). Right now, the Iranian government is pursuing
nuclear enrichment, which can greatly enhance a country’s power
supplym— ‘thedonly cor]cerln, however, |ts tga.tldthe Iranians are als@yn, pecember 10 the former
using their advances in atomic energy to build atomic weapons. i ; f I
?ranfs recent agreement to part%l/pate in talks has helped ea: h'g:&»g'céat%’lopmﬁmgt’t?é:?
the tension between that country and the Security Council. All six 1ag wing
nations of the Council, in an attémpt to stop Iran’s nuclear efforts, attack on December 3. Crowds
have offered economic and political concessions if the countrycelebrated in the streets afte
agrees to cease developing its uranium enrichment program. hearing news of his death
When dealing with countries such as Iran, however, there ar®uring his rule, thousands werg
never any guarantees (as the Iranians will even tell you). As of nowkilled and abducted; however|
Iran’s top negotiator, Ali Larijani, contends that his country will he was never tried for hid
continue its uranium enrichment. human rights abuses
_But why, if so many incentives have been offered, are the ’
Iranians still'not backing ‘down? Is it that they want to yield the
incredible power that nuclear weapons bring? Surely, it is under
standable. Iran would, it seems to me, reasonably Jumevat thﬁ)
chance to obtain a bargaining chip against the powerful WesterPn December 26th , Former
president Gerald Ford died in|

Or maybe Larijani was being honest when he said, “nucleahis desert home. ¢
weapons have no place in our defense doctrine.” Ma¥be the courGerald Ford held the office of
try is just looking for the nuclear ener%y. This is doubtful. There is vice-president in  Nixon's
hope'in the form of the UN Security Council. If the Council can administration, Ford received
apply enough pressure by offering benefits and good old-fashionedhe office after Nixon resigned
diplomacy, 1 believe the lranian crisis can be solved peacefuIIK. Byhich made him one of the few
will definitely take a lot of effort, especially from the Russians, who o o=+ "1 514 office  without
are currently slated to build Iran’s first nuclear enrichment facility. €V¢ ice withou

Either way, there’s no telling what's happened from the time thatP€ing elected. Ford is bes
| wrote this to the time you're reading it now. For all | know, remembered for his highly con
Ayatollah Khamenei could have recently joined the free-love meve tentious pardon of former pres
ment. But no matter what has happened, there is definitely progres&dent Nixon.
being made, and progress is always worth getting excited about.

Because

Bagdad. On November 5th,
Hussein was convicted of
crimes against humanity, and a
court decided on December
26th that Hussein should be
executed within 30 days. The
White House described the exe

cution as “a milestone for Iragi
people's efforts to replace the
rule of a tyrant with the rule of

law."

THE GENERAL would like to
use this space to thank Mrs.
Bullock for her continued sup
port through our technical
problems throughout these
past two issues.
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Even today there are parts o
the Scottish Highlands that are

by Ryan Eick ‘09 virtually untouched by humans.

TELCHINE COLUMNIST
In the days of ancient Greece,
there were said to be sea crea BANNIK

tures called Telchines that lived

in the Mediterranean. They During the early days of the
were like mermaids, but were Russian Empire, the bath-house
short, chubby, male, and ugly. was the center of rural

These creatures were allegedlypeasant life. But since these
the blacksmiths of the sea god constructs were very crudel
Pogeldorg._c'jl'hety tfﬁrgt;eg the_(;eg made, gruesome deaths
endary triden at Poseidon burning, dirty water, inhalation " "
always carried around, which of excess smoke, etc., were verygegﬁ dstrggggl? Ogg]gﬁqéreheagﬁ(
remains his trademark image to common. The ' superstitious " than' the most skilled athletes
this day. When not serving their Russian peasants blamed suchrhe Fachan can destroy a foreg
master, the Telchines spent deaths on malicious demons oyemight simply by thrashin
their time swimming in the seas called Banniks. The Bannik was e jracs with & chan: R e
around Crete, Rhodes, and said to be a murderous creature ghot the steep, rocky, treach
C_)éprus = It was said that they with a whole variety of killing  grous highlands on his one leg
did not like humans at all, but methods: it could turn into a with unmatched skill. When
they were known to give unex  smoke cloud to smother people, travelers cross his territory, the
pected help to sailors or fisher turn into a flame to burn'them,  £2.fan uickly chasesy’then
men in  their territory. or even slowly rip off people's gown to beat them to death
Eventally = the  Telchines skin. Peasants were forbidden ity his club. Very rarely, if
became so powerful that they to bring holy objects into & ever, have humans survived th
revolted against Poseidon and bath-house, since these nearly naiice of the Fachan. Those
the Greek gods. After unsue always provoked the Bannik's \uho do. however. are often
cessfully trying to kidnap wrath. It was said that putting a unnatura{IIy lucky for the rest of
fiphrodite - (ihe goddess of bowl of water on the floor ineir jives. It is said that the
love), the defeated Telchines might appease the Bannik, butit Fgchan is part of the Fuath. an
were scattered over all the cer was never a guarantee... order of ev?l beasts bent on the
ners of the ocean by the angry destruction of mankind.

The Fachan is said to be s
hideous that people who have
seen him can have heart attacl
from his very sight. He has af
skinny, feather-covered body,
with only one leg, one eye, ong
ear, one arm, and one hand, i
which he carries his gnarled
Ywicked club. Despite his sup

Will Julian ‘07

These are ruled by the Facharl,
an odd, unpleasant creature|

DoNT RAinoNMY FARADE

by Ben Ross ‘09
LAvouT EDITOR

Each of My Chemical
Romance’s new records is a leap
and a bound forward for the rel
Satlve‘I%/ new band. Their latest,

The Black Parade, which hit the
shelves a few days before
Halloween this year, is an acces
'sible, masterful, and even
orchestral approach to alterna
tive indie-rock. Previous albums
from the band have been diser
ganized, angry, described as
t‘scream-o” a branch of the che
‘emo” genre), and all together Bjack Parade is very thematic
inaccessible’ for most mai and vaguely follows a consistent
stream audiences. This is not to story. ‘?he CD tells the tale of
say that My Chem has “sold “The patient,” a boy who dies at
out” in any way; it simply gatragically early age. The album
means that the PVO?TQSS they've pegins with “The End,” which
made is unbelievable. describes the funeral for this
The Black Parade features ayoung boy in at first a quiet
variety of instruments and acoustic guitar, then later in a
|styles that mark the band's shredding electric guitar. As the
Fdeparture from garage rock into album progresses, so do the
the world of studio recording. feelings described. The album
As you might have guessed, this deals” with anger at the dead,
does mean that some tracks aresadness at the passing, and

mellower than earlier My Chem - Gerard Way's (the lead singer

As is true with every M%
mical Romance album, The

songs. The album features bal and songwriter) interpretation
lads . (“Cancer,” of heaven (“Welcome To The
Disenchanted”) and huge Black Parade”). It ultimately

orchestral numbers (“Welcome
To The Black Parade”) that
change up the pace from the departed. The theme maintains
album’s “other " guitar-heavy the dark tradition that My
tracks. In addition, even theé Chem is known for, dealing
more traditional songs e with somewhat morbid themes
graced with an increased level of byt through this they explore’
organization, audio ~quality, many aspects of the human cen
attention to detail, and thes of dition.

vocal arrangements that the .

band has never really experi The Bottom Line : If you have
mented with before. The great liked My Chem albums in the
est surprise of the album takes past, this is a definite buy, and
place during the last quarter of for newcomers to the band or
the song “Dead!,” which reach €ven those who have disliked
es a climax and quickly fades My Chem, this album might
away, but then, just as one entice. Allin all, there are some
begins to expect the next song, catchy tracks that most people
the entire band bursts out into Will enjoy (especially the hit sin
almost Beatles-esque la-la-la-la-gle “Welcome To The Black
la’s. Other qualities of 60’5é)op arade”).

music are repeated in The Black gcore 9/10

Parade, and altogether, the

album has a much higher pro Standout Tracks: “Welcome To
duction value and the same edgyThe  Black Parade,” “The
material that one would expect Sharpest Lives,” “Cancer,”
from My Chemical Romance.  “Famous Last Words”

ends with a final grasp and an
unwillingness to let go of the

“Yes, your thirty years as a priest were great, but I'm afraid yours8&/Es just aren’t high enough..
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Question: Which rock star would you be, and
why?

AT

Campus Beat: Alex Nemeth ‘07

ALEC Isaacs ‘10

A member of the Blood
Hound Gang, because you
and me baby ain’t nothing
but mammals...

Jack WickHAM ‘08

I'd like to be Elvis, because
then no one would be able to
shake their pelvis

quite like me.

ALLISON PottascH ‘07
Janis Joplin because then |
would never have to shower!

‘08 CooPER GARFF ‘09
Colin Mcloughlin....why

not?

JONNY  SVENNINGSEN

Colin Meloy from the

Decemberists, because then |

\(/jv.oulld get to play the aceor
ion!




