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GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL

by Alyssa Schechter '07 and
Kate Hampilos '07
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

"Welcome to what is histori
cally Wooster School's most
successful athletic team.” This is
how Coach MacNutt always
opens his speech to the Girls
Varsity Basktball team on our
first day of practice. It's hard to
believe that year after year our
team continues to be ‘so suc
cessful—we have gone to the
HVAL and New England tour-

naments eleven years out of the

last twelve. What is it that

makes this team so special?

How is it that we manage to
step up year after year?
One important aspect of our

SUSTAINING

team's repeated success is the

strong bond that exists among
the players. "When you're hav

ing a bad day, basketball is the

thing you look forward to.
We're like a family who never
fights and always has fun
Everyone will help you out
when something's wrong, and
they know they can count on
you to do the Same," says cap
tain and point guard Alyssa
Schechter 07.

With only ten players on the
team,every hour we are togeth
er, whether spent singing in the

bus or eating after games, brings ;s tg pe

us closer and improves our
chemistry on the court.
However, the most important
reason for our success Is proba
bly the commitment of our
coaches, Mr. MacNutt and Ms.

Hruska, whose respect for the g
game and for us as playersfarant stren

inspires us to work our hardest
every day during practice.

Ohur coaches make us stronger
t

THE LEGACY

is one of the quickest, most ath

rough the faith they have in letic and most basketball-savvy combination of the al

ankle, concussion,

us as players and people. Theirteams that we've had," sayshaven't all played together as

dedication to our team inﬂ)ires
e%Jally dedicated - we
have even been known to come
to practice on snow days.
very year our team faces the
ct?allenge of filling the shoes of
t
the combination of players on
ur team changes, we have dif

es. "l think tgat this year's team

Coach MacNutt. Another key
tobllc)ur success is our coaches
abilit

coach us based on the teamtournament
i However, in a way these set PQV%

dynamic.

team since thé second game o ] A
the season, and don't expect to Who gets in trouble if a party
to assess our team anddo so again until the HVAL On public property is busted up?

in  February.

or some issues_of sexual
bove, we Or noise could not address
aunderage drinkin
fthe resulting problems

This season, our team hasbacks have strengthened our

e previous year's seniors. As faced even more obstacles thanteam, requiring playe
E;;ast seasons because ofxperience to ste

it has in

the number of injuries we have

injury, leg problem, sprained

MacNutt says,

ths and weakness experienced. Be it due to a hand more than sixty Varsity teams,

GVB continued on page 7

rs with less )
up. Coach fined for trespassing. Recently,

"I've coached a part

INTRODUCING TIM GOLDING

by Ben Ross09
LAvouT EDITOR

November 14, 2006 was a his
toric day for the Wooster
Community. On that brisk fall
morning, “Search Committee
Chair ~Jim Mustich and
President of the Board of
Trustees  Rick  Fernandes
announced to the school that
Tim Golding had been chosen
to be Wooster’s ninth head of
school. The General contacted
Mr. Golding by ﬁlhon.e, and
asked him about his vision for
Wooster School, his experience

rior to Wooster, what drew
im here, and his take on the
problems that the school cur
rently faces.

Mr. Golding first heard of
Wooster through colleagues he
knew from working in" other
independent schools. These col
leagues included Ed Costello
after whom the Ed Costello

asket Ball Tournament is
named) and John Verdery.
Golding said that it was appar
ent to him that Wooster had
‘\‘,s\f)un out lots of leaders.”

ooster’s Self-help philosophy
also caught Mr. Golding's eye.
He spoke about how much he
values taking care of property
and the respect that such behav
ior shows for the school and
community. In this day and age
there is a strong temptation to
think that picking up after our-
selves is not part of our job, and
the fact that Wooster's citizens
seem able to overcome this

temﬁ)tation was something that
really pulled Mr. Golding
towards Wooster. The other
major attraction that Mr.
Golding  spoke of was
Wooster's size. With experi
ence working in schools of
varying sizes, some smaller than
Wooster, some larger, Mr.
Golding felt that Wooster's stu
dent population of approxk
mately 380 was of a manageable
size; however, he did mention
that Wooster needs to be larger
to meet its financial goals.

) Discussion of a possible
increase in enrollment prompt
ed the question of what would
happen to student life if
Wooster does indeed grow in
size. Mr. Golding made sure to
note that the challenges cur
rently facing Wooster are in no
way challenges in the quality of
student life.” Mr. Golding said
that one of his main goals is to
spread knowledge of all the
great things Wooster has to
offer throughout the communi-
ty and to attract attention to the
Lower School, which is current
ly the most under-enrolled divi
sion in the school. Because

. Next, Mr. Goldingnspoke of
his experiences at other schools.
From 1969 to 1977 Mr. Golding
was Director of Admissions,
History Chair, and had other
teaching and coaching responsi
bilities “at Friends’ Central

School in _Wynnewood,
Pennsylvania. From 1977 to
1986, he was Assistant

tations, spawn future leaders|
and have a good balance of at

letics, academics, and the arts.

Mr. Golding said that “doing
well” was important to him in
all aspects of the school, be the|
athletic, academic, or artistic.

Subsequently the discussiof

turned to “doing well” finan-
cially, and how that could be|

there are so many spots to be Headmaster, Head of Upper accomplished in the context off

filled in the Lower School, Mr.

Golding believes that the popu

lation of the Upper and Middle

Schools _ will not have to
change.The phjlosoLJhy. behind
this solution being, that if there

are&)laees to fill, they should be
filled before more ‘places are
made.. The main thrust to
accom;r)]hsh this goal would take
place the first two years of Mr.

Golding's time here.

School, and College Counselor
at The Columbus Academy in
Gahanna, Ohio. Mr. Golding
then worked as Headmaster of
Tower  Hill_ School in
Wilmington, Delaware, from
1986 until 2005.

Mr, Golding made several
comparisons_between Wooster
and Tower Hill School. He said
that the two are about the same

Wooster's mission, diversity,
and community. In order to ful-
fill our mission statement, Mr.
Golding said, we need to be abl
to back it up financially. The
only way we will be able to
maintain socio-economic diver
sity is if we have the propel
funds — and those funds cal
only be as large as our school’g

19

size, have strong academic repu- GoLDING continued on page

VOLUME 6 Issue3
FEBRUARY 2007

U NDERAGE
D RINKING
LAaws

by Jane Timm '07
EDITOR -IN -CHIEF

On October 1, 2006,
Connecticut officially changed
its underage drinking laws. In
case_you missed the underage
drinking panel, which include
CT Attorney General Richard
Blumenthal, THE GENERAL is up
to date with details of the cur
rent laws. .

. The change in the law essen
tially has to do with the con
sumption of alcohol on private
property by people under twen
ty-one. Until recently, the state
law permitted minors to con
sume alcohol on private proper
ty, regardless of whether an
adult was home or not. While
the change in state legislation is
very recent, manY towns had
already enacted legislation to
clear up this “loophole” in the
underage drinking law.
What is this “loophole™?
Up until October 1st, minors
could legally consume alcohol
on private property. Police who
were called to a ?arty because of
assault, fights,

itself — only

The drinking minors at the
can be fined for underage
drinking and for trespassing.
Non-drinking minors can be

party at a warehouse on Route
7 in Ridgefield was broken up,
with 23 arrests.
What about the person who
sold the alcohol?
Fines for adults who sell alcohol
to minors can be more severe.
An adult (over twenty-one
éears of age) can be fined up to
1500 and/or spend a maximum
of eighteen months in prison.
What's the Dpunishment for
using a fake ID?
An “underage person who
attempts to purchase alcohol
with a fake ID can have his or
her driver's license suspended,
though the actual creation and
selling of fake IDs is not an
offense in some states.
What _about the laws in New
York State?
In New York, an adult can be
held responsible if a minor is
injured or injures another while
intoxicated ~ on that adult’s
property. The adult or parent
can also be criminally charged if
a minor leaves the property
intoxicated_and is involved in a
motor vehicle accident. There
is, however, no state law against
underage_drinking on private
property. That said, each town
may have passed its own legisla
tion regarding this “loophole.”
The United States has an
unusually high drinking age.
Some countries have found
other solutions to the problem-
-regulating the sale, not con
sumption, of it. While most
countries allow minors to drink
and purchase alcohol between
the ages of 16 and 18, some
countries (like Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan) ban alcoholic
bevarages ~ entrely. = The
National Minimum Drinking
Age of 1984 was passed to pres
sure states into passing legisla
tion enforcing the higher drink-
ing age. States that failed to
comopl)/ with the Act would face
a 10% decrease in their annual
federal highway funds.
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SrubeNT REACTIONS TO

GUANTANAMO

REASSURING
DEBATE

by Carl Wolk '08
EDITOR -IN -CHIEF

The debate expressed a
Wooster's . Amnesty
International Guantanamo Bay|
seminar was reassuring to man|
of us. As much as Amnesty
International intends to be a
human rights organization, it is
also a front to push a_po_htlcal
ideology, and it was relieving to|
see that this was recognized b
the high_school. i .

The incredible thin
about the seminar was that the
Upper School students did not
{us take the information given
0 them by the Amnesty mem
bers and store it in their brains
as the one and only truth. The|
fact is that there are reason
behind the policy of imprison
ment in Guantanamo, and thes
policies are not arbitrary, but
carefulgl thought-out ~ and
debated among expert govern
ment officials. To just assume
that detainment camps like|
Guantanamo are completel
wrong because Amnesty says §
is very dangerous, as it ignore
the real policy debate going on
in Washington.

Bay TEACH -I N

H umAN
RiGHTS DON'T
N EED TO BE

PouiTicaL !

by Gretta Reed '09
STAFF WRITER

| think everyone js entitled to hi
or her own opinion. Now pleas|
listen to mine.

Personally, | enjoy lively
debate and conversation, | think|
it is good to express different
opinions and try to see oppos
mgbwewpomtsn owever, when
debate began in the chapel ove
Guatanamo Bay, | thought that
People were completely missing
he point. .

_Let me backtrack a little.
| am in the Wooster Amnesty
International group, so | led a
§ discussion, along with Ben Ros:

and Beth vennlngsen, relayin
» information about Guantanamo
Bay and what Amnesty is trying
to do about the issues at hand
to the freshman class. One stu
dent commented that our com
ments sounded very anti-Bush

t

oAmnesty takes no political
k stance. "Although the facts we)
have about Guantanamo do no
shed a very good light on our
president, it Is_important to

| stressed and | stress again:

Boys VARSITY BASKETBALL

by Jack Wickham '08
STAFF WRITER

Winter is a highly anticipat
ed season here at Wooster.
Many students look forward to
buil |n? snowmen, missing
days of school, and skating on

frozen ponds. People can be
seen frantically slipping on ice
and throwing snowballs behind

s teachers’ backs.

e Winter also represents some
thing else at Wooster: basket
ball” season. On Wednesdays
and Saturdays, the gyms are
packed with fans who love to
watch some of Wooster's best
athletes comﬂete against teams
rfrom other schools.

The Boys’ Varsity team, made
up of six seniors and four jun
iors, has had a season full of
impressive wins and close, dis
appointing losses. However,
their record is slightly mislead
ing; though they have lost more

Y games than they have won, only
one team has béat them by more
then 10 points (that team was

' Watkinson, a non-HVAL
team).

Thus, Wooster is very much on the same level of play as the other teams against whom it plays.
One of the Boys’ team’s biggest strengths is its strong defense. With the quick, athletic guards and
the dominating forwards and centers, Coach Everett's man-to-man strategy works pretty well.

Another aspect of the game that the team has mastered is speed. Often the players can beat the

other teams down the court with the ball. Jack Orr '07, the starting point guard, drives to the basket
with relative ease.

. The argument agains
military tribunals in
Guantanamo  does actuall
exist; it is logical and rational
and thus should_be taken into|
consideration. The problem
that arises in trying to secure

One must, however, consider the team’s future. As all six of this year’s senior players will be gone
next year, Wooster must hope for more players from the JV team or from other schools to develo
their skills. One of the most devastating losses in the comln% year will be that of a point guard. ?Bot
points this year are seniors.) One possibility is that players from the eighth grade will play, as fresh
men, next year. Whatever happens, no doubt Wooster will play the game next year with the same
amount of Spirit as they do this year. . .

As the 2006-2007 season continues, the team hopes to turn these close losses into wins. Come

understand that it is the present
administration as a whole, not
{ust one man, that is keepin
hese prisoners shut away with
out trial and thus violating
international laws. .

The freshmen did not

trials is that many “of the sol
diers who captured the inmateg
may have been killed or ma
still’be fighting in Iraq and can
not be called” upon. Sometime:
the proper information needed
to try the “enemy combatants”
cannot be released because
would jeopardize the_lives of|
soldiers and civilians. Therefore
terrorists are being release(
from confinement and in man
cases, we find them back on t
battlefield. There have been
twelve confirmed reports of this
happening; we are thus endar
%enn more _and more
merican lives. Obviously, we
cannot contain these terrorists|
forever without a trial, but once
the military feels it is safe to do
so and we would not be endan
gering American citizens in the
rocess, it may be
olding trials for the
terrorists. .
'he Amnesty seminar
ended with a readm? of a sus
pected terrorist’'s testimony
describing how he was treate
at Guantanamo Bay. As horrify
ing as the description was, man
contend that terrorists, espe
cially those who work for Al
Qaeda (according to informa
tion that the military has uncov
ered), are told to”complain of
torture and abuse so as t
exploit the media in the U.S.
These claims of torture are
looked into and usually, no evi
dence turns u{) that would sug
eﬁt] the inmates are telling the
ruth.

suspected,

The real debate lies in
the reports released by the FB
on January 2 of this year. The
reports detail alleged abuse
heard of or seen by FBI person
nel who served at'Guantanamqg
including the accusation that|
soldiers ™ forced a man into g
sweltering room, where he|
Fulled out his hair because o
he excruciating heat he wa:
subjected to. Another claim
held that a soldier dressed up 4
a Catholic priest and “baptized”
an inmate.

Are these offenses|

reoccurring? Could they been| P

considered “cruel and unusual
unishment"? Do they truly call
or the amount of internafional
condemnation Guantanamo ig
receiving? These are all que
tions currently being debated
by  well-intending,  well-
|nformeddpollcy makers around
the world, and although it is
healthy for a group like
Amnesty to voice its opinion, it
is also "necessary to recogniz
that it is just an”opinion that
may or may not be the truth.

safe to begin

make it into much of a political
issue. From what | understand,|
the other classes had some live
ly debate. When | entered the|
chapel, | was surprised to se
people were yelling and getting
itvery heated “about their opin
ions. People were bringing thel
aq war, terrorism, and the
4 September 11 aftacks into the
equation. = i
b This just plain bothered
I me. People had completely mis
understood — we members of
Amnesty are not proposing let
ting a jall full of possible terror
istS loose. We simply want them
to have a trial. This whole expe
rience of addressing the schog
about Guantanamo raised man
uestions for me. If there were
mericans sitting in a 6ft. by 8
ft. cell in Iraq against interna
tional law, wouldn't the U.S. do
something? Would we stand by|
and let it'take place? Why is it
so different if the prisoners are
not Americans? i .
The people being held in
Guantanamo Bay are only
accused of terrorism. Maybé
they are innocent, maybe not,
but’they are humans. Who are
we to deprive them of rights
that we as Americans take pride
in and have long sought to bring
to the rest if the world? What
has become of the ideals of the
U.S.? Amnesty International is
asking this guestion in their
“America | Believe In" cam

paign. )
. . These issues are huma|
rights issues. Personally, | wan
the world to be safe from ter
rorism. As defined by the
kAmerican Heritage dictionary,
“terrorism” is “the political use
of violence or intimidation”.
' Honestly, | think we are com
mitting an act of terror by let-
ting people be held by this
intimidation. Most of the "pris-
oners at Guantanamo don't
even know what they are being
sheld for. . »
This issue isn't political.
It doesn't matter if you are a
Republican, Democrat, Green
arty member or part if any
other political entity that feels
right for you. | don’t care if you
are flaming mad at al-Qaeda fo
September 11th; | am too. If
you  are willing to put Your
ﬁolmcal opinions in front of
uman rights, | think you are
making a’very poor decision.

=

To learn more about Amnesty
plnternational’s campaign, go to:
http://believe.amnestyusa.org

down and watch during Wednesday and Saturday afternoons in the Forever Young gym to cheer on

the players and watch the tradition of Wooster athleticism and sportsmanship carry on.

PREFECT 'S PERSPECTIVE

by Caiti Sommers '07
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

There’s something special
about being a senior that is hard
to describe, and harder to
understand until you become
one. It truly is a different expe
rience. | pay more attention
eve
little bit more.

When the year started, | was
worried about graduating. | did
n't know—and 1 still dont—if |
will be ready to leave in June. |
love this place, and I'm so afraid
that when | go to college | will
wish | were still in high school.
But graduation is coming
whether we're ready or not, and
more than anything'| want to be
happy with the time | had here.
So this year | decided to pay
attention: to sports teams, to
people | hadn’t met, to events,
to memories. There is so much

s more to this school than the
classes, and | don't want to let
anything pass me by. .

_ During one of our first

English classes this year,

Mr. Eynon handed out a poem
by Tom Wayman entitled “Did
| "Miss Anything?” The piece

feel like everything happened
simultaneously. A minute ago |
was a freshman; | remember

was a series of responses to thiswhat | wore to orientation. The

question, varying from sarcasm
to apathy to the closing answer:

“Everything. Contained in this
classroom

you to
ponder.

. ; is a microcosm oin the
day, everything matters a jiman existence assembled fgrassed into a single memory. |
ql_uery and examine andsee the patterns of the pa

his'is not the only placehree years, and it hurts that this

Christmas dances are a blur of
music and lights. Softball sea
sons merge together, and the
hundreds of theater rehearsals
black box are encom

past

such an opportunity has beens the’last time | will be part of
athered, but it was one placethem.

nd you weren't here.”

| don’t want to miss any
thing. | want to be here for the

I love this place. Not every
one does, and sometimes even |
wish some things were differ
ent. But the thing | love most

coffeehouses, the concerts, the about Wooster is that it has—I

basketball games, and the fif
teen minutes between jobs and

don’t think you could_call it
anything else—a soul. This isn't

activities—because you never just a school. It has pieces of all

know when something meme
rable will happen. The thing
about being a senior is that it
might be the last chance for you
to see it.

High school seems to take
forever when you're in the mid
dle of it, but looking back now |

of us in it. Everyone that has
ever walked the “Wooster way”
has left a footprint on its histo-
ry. It gives to us, and we give
back. And eventually, when we
leave, we take a piece of it with
us.

>

RECYCLING FOR CHARITY

Thea Goodrich 08
MANAGING EDITOR

There are now mysterious white
cardboard boxes residing in the
gym lobby, the student center,
and the 'Middle School. No,
they are not some robotic life
form intent on ravaging our
campus, and no, they are not
meant for hiding in ‘between
classes when you haven't done
your homework. They are to be
used for collecting empty bot
tles and cans in an effort to help
Cans for Habitat, a(program
that uses the deposit refunds
from recycling those items to
subsidize houses built by
Habitat for Humanity.

Since its inception in 1997, the
orogram has generated $4.4 mil
ion—enough to build ninety-
five Habitat houses—simply

from recycling empty drink

cans. How many cans does that

equal? A staggering 12 million
pounds. Now_recycling isn't
Just about cutting down on the
aluminum or Plastlc we use and
the amount of waste piled up in
landfills. It can also help put a
solid roof over the heads of one
of the estimated 1.5 million
American families currently liv
ing without decent housing.
Housatonic ~ Habitat — for
Humanity, the affiliate that
works in” the greater Danbury
area, has built fifteen houses;
they are currently working on
thréee  more. ~ Housatonic
Habitat has just teamed up with
the Boy Scouts of America,
Connecticut Yankee Council,
to promote the program and
collect even 'more cans.
(Wooster's Alternative Spring

Break Tria often volunteers
with the Habitat affiliate in
Philadelphia, and a few Upper
Schoolers volunteer on building
sites for community service.)
So please, after you've emptied
your water bottle or soda can,
toss it in a Cans for Habitat
box. The five cents you_ ulti
mately and indirectly contribute
with only a flick of 'your wrist
could make the dream of own
ing a home_come true for a
Danbury family.
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“Surely You're
Joking, Mr.
Feynman!”

by Emma Mustich '07
MANAGING EDITOR

Richard P. Feynman, who
lived from 1918 to 1988, was
professor of physics at Cornell
University and the California
Institute of  Technology
(Caltech), and a winner of the
1965 Nobel Prize in physics]
Three years before Feynman’
death, a friend of his named
Ralph Leighton published the
book Surely You're Joking, Mr.
Feynman!, a collection of ste
ries narrated to Leighton by
Feynman “intermittently and
informally during seven years’
(as is noted in the book’s intre
duction). This book, which, as a
writer for Science Times com
mented, “Almost makes you
want to become a physicist,” ig
not for science enthusiastg
alone; as The Los Angele
Times Book Review pointed out
when the book was published
“Anyone who can read it with
out laughing out loud is bad
crazy.”

Surely You're Joking, Mr.
Feynman! is indeed a book tha
can be enjoyed by a huge rangd
of readers—lovers of the genrg
of memoir, for instance, and
those who simply like to laugh
will be immediately drawn to
the articulate, informal, honest,
and witty voice of this college
professor with an eye for soei
ety’'s— and his own—absurdi
ties. Each anecdote is short, an

DEATH OF A PRESIDENT

by Nick Allred 09
OPINIONS DIRECTOR

On December 26, 2006,
forty-five days after becoming
the” longest-lived President of
the United States, Gerald Ford votes (a promise he fulfilled
died. His death comes with the after the election). Brokaw

assing of an era. Called thecalled him “one of the most
‘Accidental President,” Ford underestimated men in poh
gained the office in a highly tics,” a man whose brilliance
unusual way. After Nixon's was somewhat hidden behind
Vice President Spiro Agnew was humble and likeable personality
forced to resign owing to inves  Michigan governor Jennifer

of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
place.” He was the underdog in
the election, but he cam [
hard as a champion of the mid
dle class, promising to milk
farmers’ cows in exchange fo

ﬂaigne"

THE TEN

ORST
POLITICAL

UOTES

tigation for tax evasion, Ford
replaced him, and when Nixon,
too, resigned shortly afterward
because of the Wafergate scan
dal, Ford took the office o
President. America was jaded by
the corruption ehind
Watergate and outraged at
America’s continued involve
ment in Vietnam. For a nation
Bin such turmoil, Ford was the
right man at the right time. He
was honest, hardworking, and
wlllln% to make personal sacti
fices for the good of the coun

try.
In his college days, Ford was
a star center and linebacker for
the University of Michigan. He
played thesé underrated posi
tions to perfection, but turned
down contract offers from NFL
teams in order to_continue his
studies at Yale University. After
graduating from law school, he
| enlisted in the Navy in 1941,
soon achieving the rank of lieu
tenant commander. As Tom
Brokaw put it in his eulogy,
“[Ford] came from a generation
accustomed to difficult mis
sions, shaped by the sacrifices
and the deprivations of the
Great Depression. A generation
ethat gave up its innocence and
youth to win a great war and
save the world. And when
Gerald Ford and that generation
came home from war, they were
mature beyond their years and
eager to make the world they
had saved a better place.
Ford did just that, running

for congress in his hometown

of

Granholm called him “a para
doxical gift of remarkable intel
lect and achievement wrappe
in a plain brown wrapper.”
ord’s tenure as Presiden
was short and mostly unre
markable in terms of events. He
spent much of it healing the
nation’s wounds, patching up
foreign policy relations and
restoring the’ dignity of the
White House. His most contro-
versial decision came in the firs
few months of his presidency: g
full presidential pardon for
Richard Nixon. Many saw the

ardon as placing the president

above the law, and some su
Eected Ford of corruption.
ord, however, defended hig
decision, saying in his 197
autobiography, “I'had to get the
monkey off my back.” Ford was
concerned that a lengthy trial
would re-open the scars of
Watergate and  distract
Americans from the issues a
hand. Many still second-gues:
Ford’s decision, but few can
doubt that he did what he
thought was best for the nation.
It often seems that men like
Ford are rarer and rarer in
American politics. In this era,
humility and service are hard tg
find among politicians, and
ambition is  almost universal.
Ford did not seek greatness, bu
when a prominent position was
thrust upon him he proved him
self competent. His decenc
and wisdom have earned him
place in history, one he neve
asked for but certainly earned.

Feynman’s voice is such thal
the prose moves quickl
through one’s thoughts, so that
it is easy to begin reading an
become completely enthralled
What's more, each story stand
on its own (although they are
organized chronologically into
five parts), so one can read th
book out of order.

Perhaps what is most amus
ing about Feynman’s stories ig
the irony on which they rest;
Feynman often juxtaposes pla)
or silliness with important
material in the realm of the sei
ences. For example, in his sto
ries about his experience witl
the Manhattan Project, the
United States’ World War Il-era
initiative to build a nuclear
weapon, Feynman is clearl
dealing with highly important
material from a scientific and
even a political point of view.
He employs his characteristig
wit throughout the narrative,
however, resulting in a grea
magnification of the wit's
impact, since it stands as a fo
to the implicit seriousness of
the subject matter.

The Associated Press’
review of Surely You're Joking,
Mr. Feynman! at the time of the
book’s publication read, “If you
are one of those people wh
think there can’t be much fun in
physics— or physicists— mee
Mr. Feynman [...] One of the
funniest fellows who ever jug
gled a bunch of atoms.” And
indeed, whether or not you seq
yourself as a science enthusiag
you are very likely to enjoy this
funny, disarmingly honest, and
frequently absurd collection of
stories from the life of one of
the United States’ most famoug
physicists.

by Cole Tucke!

THE UNION BEAST

CARTOONIST

a

Compiled by
Nick Allred '09

5 WORST
CONSERVATIVE
QUOTES

“Guns have little or nothing to
do with juvenile violence. The
causes of youth violence are
working parents who put their
kids into_daycare, the teachmé;
of evolution in the schools, an
working mothers who take
birth control pills.”

—Tom DelLay

“I just wish Katrina had only hit

the United Nations buil |ndg,

nothing else, just had flooded
them out, and | wouldn't have
rescued them.”

—Bill O'Reilly

5 WORsST
LIBERAL
QUOTES

“The Iracﬂs who have risen up
against the occupation are not
‘insurgents’ or ‘terrorists’ or
‘the enemy.’ They are the revo
lution, the Minutemen, and
their numbers will grow—and
they will win.” —Michael
oore

“You think people can work all
day and then pick up their kids
at child care or wherever and get
home and still manage to sard
wich in an eight-hour vote?
Well, Regubhcans, | guess, can
do that. Because a lot of them
have never made an honest div
ing in their lives.” —Howard
Dean

“[School boards that pray
before meetings] believe that

“Feminism was established so asthey answer to a higher power,

to allow unattractive women

in my opinion. Which is the

easier access to the mainstreankind of thinking that you had

of society.”
—Rush Limbaugh

“Whether they are defending
the Soviet Union or bleating for

Saddam Hussein, liberals are
always against America. They

are either traitors or idiots.”
—Ann Coulter

“Liberalism is not a philosophy,
liberalism is a mental disorder.”
—Michael Savage

with the people who flew the
airplanes into the buildings in
this country, and the people
who did the kind of things in
London.” —Joe Cook, of the
American Civil Liberties Union

“You get America out of Iraq
and Israel out of Palestine and
you'll stop the terrorism.” —
Antiwar activist Cindy Sheehan

“Jesus was a liberal; Herod was
the conservative.” —Jesse
Jackson

r-Walton’'09

REMOVAL OF PRIVILEGES

by Ben Ross '09
LAyouT EDITOR

Since the start of the school
year this Augu
very little clarity as to why
privileges associated with"Good
and Outstanding citizenship
ratings recently disappeared. |
recently sat down to speak with
Mr. MacElhiney about what
specific changes have been m
to the citizenship process an
the reasoning behind those
changes.

Privileges, as they h
known in e£a§t, were
by Mr. MacElhiney as “short
term, disconnected rewards”
which _“trivialize” important
work in the community. In
order to wean mature Wooster
l_gf)per_ School students off of a
“do this, get that” mentality, the
Dean’s Office has removed
short-term privileges like bring
ing soda to lunch and receiving
breakfast slips. The replace

ments for these privileges have

not yet been announced, but
Mr. ~MacElhiney speculated
they may include rewards like

dress down da¥ls or pizza parties

for students who exhibit good
behavior over a long period of
time, earning themselves Good
or Outstanding job recommen
dations. While these privileges
may be limited by the Dean’s
Office’s budﬁetl, _ Mr.
MacEIhlne%says e is still look
ing for other solutions, and

challenges students to come up

with their own ideas for recog
nition of good citizenship that
connect to Wooster values.
This does not mean, howev
er,

intact.

Mr. MacElhiney distinguished
very clearly between “recogni
tions” and “rewards,” recogm
tions being acknowledgment

ust, there has been and thanks for a job well"done,
the and rewards being prizes or

ifts in return for somethinﬁ

he privileges that remain in the
citizenship system acknowledge
and encourage good behavior
over a long period of time, and

adé&onnect to the values that the
d Jobs program is attempting to

instill’ in” Wooster _students.
These kinds of privileges are

ave beenbest exemplified by the out-to-
dubbed lunch privilege that remains

simply ' because it requires

responsibility, a quality which

the Self-Help and jobs pre
rams establish in Upper
choolers. .

This change was driven, says
Mr. MacElhiney, by the goal to
make Wooster students intrin
sically motivated to be upstand
ing members of our communi
ty, so that students are reliable
and helpful citizens because
they know it is right—not
because they will receive some
thing in return.

So, all in all, privileges as stu
dents have known them in the
l])_ast are not altogether gone.

hey have simply changed into
long-term recognitions of serv
ice. The goal of this change was
to remove an almost hypocriti
cal aspect of the Wooster Self-
Help program, a program in
which students should” partici
pate because it is the rig| t[hln_ﬁ
to do and not because they wi
be rewarded for their actions.
These changes then bring
Wooster closer toward fulfilling

that all privileges have been the ideal "Wooster way" and in
taken away. Some still remain Eurﬂ, bring our community to a

etter place.
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Obpb NEws

“THE PIRATE BAY,” A SWEDISH
file-sharing corporation, is
attempting to buy its own
micronation in order to avoid
international copyright laws.
The manmade island platform,
Sealand, is located six miles off
the British coast in the North
Sea. In 1987, Brtiain expanded
its nautical borders, thus bring
ing Sealand under its jurisdic
tion, but Sealand continues to
maintain its independence.

The micronation of Sealand

A FIRE THAT BURNT ABOUT

one-half of a square kilomete
of Australia’s Rastus Burn
Recreation Reserve on Janual
20 has been blamed on a “flanf
ing possum.” The possum wa
supposedly running acrosg
Power lines when it caught fire,
alling into the brush Dbelow.
Three helicopters and a crew of
firefighters ‘were needed to]
extinguish the flame.

CONNECTICUT ATTORNEY
General Richard Blumenthal,
along with several other law
enforcement officials, visited
Wooster on January 22 to speak
to the Wooster community
about recent changes in the laws
regarding teenage drinking. For
more information on the

%

page of this issue.

A GYM IN AMSTERDAM PLANS TO
introduce “Naked Sundays.”
Where patrons could work “out
in the nude. The owner of the
ﬁym, Patrick de Man, says tha

e has received both positivg
and negative feedback for thg
idea. The first “Naked Sunday”
is scheduled for March 4.

ON JANUARY 19, THE WORLD'S
oldest living person, Montrealer
Julie Winnefred Bertrand, died|
peacefully in her sleep at ag|
115. The successor to thal
“title,” _ 114-year-old Emma
Faust Tillman, passed away jug
ten days later in East Hartford.

CHINA SHOT DOWN ONE OF ITS
own weather satellites with ¢
ballistic missile on January 18 as
an anti-satellite missile test. Ag
a result, approximately 40,00
new pieces of debris are floatin
around space, and concern|
have been voiced over both th
new extraterrestrial flotsam and
the militarization of space. A
spokesperson for the National
Security Council said in
response to the test, “The U.S
believes China’s developmen
and testing of such weapons i
inconsistent with the spirit of
cooperation that both countries
aspire to in the civil space areq.
We and other countries havg
expressed our concern to thg
Chinese.”

S

b

or

FOUR WOMEN IN PapuA NEwW
Guinea were accused of witch
craft for their involvement in a
fatal car accident, and thez_hav
since been tortured and killed
According to human rights
groups, these witch hunts arg
not uncommon in the superst

As A FUNRAISER FOR THE

Wooster Model U.N. Club,

Scott Simon, noted journalist
for NPR, spoke "at the
Ridgefield Playhouse about his
exper|ence_wqu|n§|1 for the
news organization. The benefit
helped the group reach their
financial goal, enabling them to
attend a Model UN Conference
at the  University  of

Peggsylvama from January 25
to 28.

107

Scott Simon with daughter (above)
and the Model UN club (below).
Photos by Jane Timm ‘07

tious society of that country.

change in the laws, see the front oN

CommuNITY NEWs

Jazz PERCUSSIONIST GEORGE
CoLEMAN Jr. recently per

THE Boys VARSITY BASKETBALL
team played Poughkeepsie Day
on Saturday the third and lost
28-40. This brings their record
to 4-10. The Girls Varsity team,
however, won against Darrow
55-37. Nicola Matero led the

formed for the Woostér Jazz team with 18 points and 16

Society on J_anua?/
the crowd with a fa
formance. Jose Espinos:
described it as “swingingly
suave.”

FEBRUARY 6, DANCERS

came from Connecticut Ballet
Troupe to perform a series of
dances for the entire school.
Afterwards, they held a work

shop for upper school and mid

dle school students.

20, amazingrebounds while” team captain,
ntastic per _Alyssa Schecter finished the day
spinosa '07wijth 11 points and 7 assists.

This brings the Lady Generals’
record to a sterling 11-1.

SATURDAY , JNUARY 20

markedWooster’s second Open
House, a well-attended affair
that drew prospective parents
and students to Wooster's three
divisions.

WOOSTER UPPER SCHOOL HELD
an assembly in which Law
Enforcement” Officer James A.
Fisher, Detective Lieutenant,
SPeuaI Investigations Division
0 the Danbury Police
Department spoke “about teen
drinking. Teachers and faculty
were not present so that the
assembly could be a more open
environment for questions and
discussion. Students found it
very informative, “It was nice to
really be able to talk about the
issues in the open,”says Ben
Ross ‘09, “It's just one of those
things that isn't normally dis
cussed in the public but needs
to be.” The consensus of the
students was that the meeting
was beneficial.

ON JANUARY 21, A RARE
frilled shark spotted off the
coast Japan was captured and
brought to the Awashima
Marine Park, where it subse
quently died. The shark looks
very different from its modern-
day relatives, with a long, eel-
like shape, and it tends to live
between 600 and 1000 meters|
under the water. |t was found in
shallow ocean, leading experts
to speculate that it was sick. The
shark resembles shark fossils
from the Paleozoic Era, and has
b_?en described as “a living fes
sil.”

ON JANUARY 22, THE START OF
the second semester, beloved
former

Up F er

School Heac

and teache

Mr. Adams

returned to

Wooster to

teach €

semester of .
electives: the American
Presidency and Geography.

A TWENTY -SEVEN-YEAR-OLD
woman in Cambodia has been
found alive after living in the
]Rungle for nineteen years.
Rochom P’ngieng apparently
lived as a feral child in the jun
gle; it is thought that she is the
same person who disappeared|
from her village nineteen years
ago, as an eight-year-old. She|
speaks no intelligible language,
and thus authorities are not sure
what happened to her, but the
local chief of police, Mao San,
did say, “It is as if she’s part
human and part animal...She is
strange. She sleeps in the da
and wakes in the night.”

Will Julian ‘07
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ON JANUARY 4, CALIFORNIA
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi,
a Democrat, was named the new
Speaker of the House of
Representatives, making her the
first. woman to serve in that
Eosmc_)n. In her speech, Speak¢
elosi said, “Now it is our
responsibility to carry forth
that ~vision of a new
America...A new America that
seizes the future and forge!
21st-century solutions through
discovery, creativity, and inne
vation, sustaining our economig
leadership and’ ensuring ou
national ~ security.” In~ an
attempt to reach out to the new|
Democrat-dominated House,
Speaker Pelosi sat with Vic
President  Cheney behind
President Bush during the Statd
of the Union Address on
January 23.

r

SUDAN 'S GOVERNMENT  HAS
expressed the pO_SSIbIlILt}/ off
allowing United Nations (UN)
forces to enter the troubled
Darfur region. Currently, 7,000
African Union (AU) troops are
stationed in the region, but ag
many as 17,000 troops from the
LPJ1N and AU may be deployed
there.

WoRrRLD NEWS

IN PRESIDENT BUSH’s STATE OF
the Union Address on Januar
23, he laid out his plan for g
troo? surge in Ira% The plan
involves sending 21,500 add
tional troops into Baghdad and
the Anbar Province. This ne!
arrangement will_involve giving|
?reater responsibilities to the]
[ragi government, and the troop
increase should give the military
greater power so that it will be]
able to free a neighborhood o
militants and stay in the area td
maintain order.  Most
Democrats, along with some
Republicans, have expressg
opposition to the plan.

BotH SENATOR HILLARY
Clinton of New York and
Senator Barack Obama o

dlllinois have announced that

they will be forming presiden
tial” exploratory commissions.
Senator Clinton and Senator|
Obama are the two front-run
ners in the Democratic primary
race. Opinion polls have shown
that Clinton Is preferred to
Obama at the moment, ag
Obama is a relative newcome
to the political scene.

ON FEBRUARY 4, A TRUCK

bomber killed 135 Iragis in a
Enmanly Shiite area of
aghdad. This attack was th
single most deadly bombing|
since the onset of ‘the war in
2003. Iraqi Prime Minister Al-
Maliki blamed Sunni Insurgents
and Saddam Hussein loyalist
for the bloody attack, which
was described as an “atrocity
by the White House.

IN  EARLY  JANUARY , THE
United States launched
airstrikes against Islamic militia|
groups in Somalia that are sug
ected of harboring terrorists.
an Ki Moon, Secretary-
General of the United Nations, |
expressed concern over the uni
lateral action as the possibl
“new dimension” it could add to
the already unstable region.

MICRO -
NATIONS
. BELLIGERENT ,

H ILARIOUS

AND

GROWING

N UMBER

IN

Nat' Crest of Sealand- AMlicronation

py Carl Wolk '08
EDITOR -IN -CHIEF

At the tip of Nova Scotia lie
the remnants of the Principality
of Outer Baldonia, a rocky,
four-acre island with one aban
doned building. Outer Baldonia
was conceived by Russell
Arundel, President of the Pepsi-
Cola Company in 1948, and has
since been home to a local pep
ulation of Acadian fishermen.
Arundel originally purchased
the territory for $750 so that he
and his fishing buddies could
build a lodge on the island to
use during the fishing season.

The pnnmpalwl was soon
pulled into Cold War politics,
after it released its own declara
tion of independence, which
began with, “[...] that_fisher-
men are a race alone. That fish
ermen are endowed with the
following inalienable rights...”
The Soviet Union though, did
not take lightly to this ‘comic
declaration; and in a Soviet state

| NTERNATIONAL
|LLEGAL DIAMOND TRADE

TO

by Katie Silverstien '07
Managing Editor

“Well, I'm sorry there are
apprehensions,” said Cecilia
Gardener, General Counsel for
the U.S. Kimberley Process
Authority, during a foreign
ress ‘center briefing on
ecember 12. “...but | am sym
ﬁath_etlc, because anytime such
orrible events are associated
with a product that’s about love
and you're in this business you
can start to worry.” S.
Gardener was replying to a
question concerning the impact
of the film “Blood Diamond”
on the diamond industry.

The recently released film has
surely penetrated our nation’s
conscience with its heartbreak
ing portrayal of a family devas
tated by the trade in “conflict
diamonds.” Conflict diamonds
are diamonds traded to finance
rebel movements and the
killings of innocents that
accompany them. Use of the
diamonds” was a problem in
Sierra Leone éthe setting of
“Blood Diamond™) and Angola
in the 1990s and is still a prob
lem in the Cote d’lvoire Fthe
Ivory Coast) and the
Democratic Republic of the
Congo. Conflict diamonds are
most prevalent in_regions that
utilize alluvial mining (or min-
ing in riverbeds), as opposed

REACTIONS

_to mechanized mining, which
involves = digging. Countries
involved in trading conflict dia

monds may, like Sierra Leone
report virtually no diamond

exports,  while, bordering
nations may begin to report a
substantial increase in diamon
exports. This is because the di
monds are being smuggle
across the border.

In 2003, the international
community took a great step in
confronting the trade of con
flict diamonds: it launched the
Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme, the %Jal
of which was to control the

movement of diamonds across

4 pended (as in the Cote d'lvoir
a Or revoked,
4 Liberia. Ghana and Venezuel

transported across borders ar
required to be sealed in contain
ers with forgery resistant
Kimberley Process certificateq
stating the origin of the dia
monds. The shipments are the
tracked from export to import.
Participating countries—cur

rently seventy-two—are
required to pass’ legislatior|
enforcing _ the  Kimberle

Process. Each countg/ is als
evaluated by a second countr
ensuring compliance to the leg
islation.” Furthermore, the
members of the Kimberley
Process have decided to ope]
up the statistical data used i
evaluating compliance with thej
Process to the public, demon
strating its open, transparent
nature.

The Kimberley Process ha:

been successful in helping Sierrfa

Leone restore its clean diamon
trade; representatives have beq
working to set up a government
diamond office. Though the
country once reported no dia
mond exports, it reported more
than $140 million worth in
2005. The jewelry industry itself
has raised $15 million t rou]gh
the organization Jewelers fol
Children, which is dedicated to
improving the working and liv
ing conditions of people in dia
mond-producing nations.
Kimberley Process partici
pants are on the lookout for
suspicious statistics, which ca
demonstrate a country’s non
compliance. As for countries
'that fail to meet Kimberley

Process standards, their license

to trade diamonds may be su)s
€
as occurred in

are currently under_investiga
tion, Ghana for Eassmg off dia
monds from the bordering Cote
d’lvoire as Ghanaian, and
Venezuela for participating in a
similar suspicious rendezvous.
The United States General
Accountability =~ Office has
reviewed America’s implemen

international borders. Under tation of the Kimberley

the Process, diamonds

literary agazine, the
e Communist state attacked
Arundel, describing him as a
“Western  imperialist” and
accusing, him of “savagery.”
Baldonia invited the Russians'to
survey the island-state, but
when’the Soviets declined the

invitation, Outer Baldonia
declared war on the Soviet war
power.

. The cowardly Soviet
Republic backed down, fearing
the Baldonian war power and its

s nearby allied yacht club. This
declaration of war, though,
began the inevitable downfall of
the small state, and in 1973,
hArundel sold the territory to
the Nova Scotia Bird Society for
the price of one Canadian del
lar, Baldonia is just one of a few
“micronations”:” small nations
that claim sovereignty, but
often lack international recogni
tion of this autonomy.. i
The most recent micronation
o get international attention is
Sealand, a small man-made plat
form that sits off the coast of
Britain. The controversy suf
rounding Sealand arises from
the desire exgressed by “The
Pirate Bay,” a Swedish file-shar
gnP company, to purchase the
island in"an “attempt to circum
vent _international copyright
law. To raise the money, the
Pirate Bay has drawn up“a plan
to give citizenship to anyone
who donates money to” the
cause, and if the corporation
does not gather enough money
to purchase the platform, it has
plans to_buy another island and
declare its independence.

Many micronations have
popped up throughout history,
often due to political objec
tions, but_they almost always
fall apart. The Long Republic’in
modern-day Texas existed from
1819 to 1820, its name was
derived from its founder, James
Long, who led a militant expedi
tion into Texas as an objection
to the border instituted by the
Louisiana ~ Purchase. = The
Republic of Indian Stream was
another failed constitutional
republic established in the
1800s.

:¥

e
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THE MURDER
(AND RESURRECTION
OF THE ELECTRIC CAR

by Thea Goodrich '08
MANAGING EDITOR

There is an incredibly large
number of vehicles on the roads
and in showrooms today,
almost all of which consume
gasoline at astoundingly high
rates and spit out waste prod
ucts that further pollute our
atmosphere. Some may sa
there iIs no way around’ such
pollution in this"day and age,
when owning a car is a vital part
of life in the cities and suburbs,
and that there is no real alterra
tive — despite all their fancy
accoutrements and differing
styles, most modern autome
biles drink in the same product
and expel the same byproduct.
But an alternative did once
exist: the electric ~car.
Considered a novelty during its
short time in America, it was
extolled by some (the drivers)
and resented by others (the
company that™ made it).
Although the project to get
electric vehicles into the hands
of the public was ultimately
squashed, it did pave the way
for the idea of “plug-in” cars to
gror_v and develop into a viable
reality.

_The 2006 documentary “Who
Killed the Electric Car?”zdebut
film of writer-director Chris
Paine) showcases a group of
yerg edicated men and women
in Burbank, California, as they
stage a VI%IIII outside of a General
Motors (GM) parking lot.

The protestors, who are owners
of EV1s—the first totally elec
tric vehicles ever produced for
the public, which were suddenly
taken off the market by their
own manufacturer—stay there
for close to a month, waliting to
witness the fate of the seventy-
seven electric cars left. G
declines the owners’ offer to
buy back the cars, though the
company doesn’'t seem to have
any solid reason for keeping the
six-year-old automobiles.
movie shows the protestors
bem% taken away in handcuffs
as the cars are’ finally loaded

onto trucks. Those who aren’t General Motor's electric car the EV-1

arrested see their worst fears
confirmed by helicopter surveil
lance: the’ cars have been
crushed and lie rusting in a bar
ren ﬁatch of GM-owned land;
crushed too is the hope of mass-
marketing a clean-air car that
could have potentially revolu
tionized the automobile indus
try and helped save our rapidly
deteriorating atmosphere.

The southern Californians
lucky enough to lease a GM
EVY in the 1990s, after the
California Air Resources Board
CARB) had passed the Zero
mission  Vehicle (ZEV)
Mandate requiring two percent
of the cars in the state to have
no emissions by 1998 (and
increasing from~ had their
beloved cars taken from them
when their leases expired,
despite long lists of ﬁeople wait
ing to slide into the drivers’
seats of those cars. In 2002,

the Bush Administration, GM,

and DaimlerChrysler all sued intent on makin

CARB in an attempt to repeal

have been to watch the short-
lived EV1 program crash and
burn, it did prove that making

cars without a need for petrole

um was possible, if not yet fea
sible—undeniably a first step
into the future,

The campaign by that core of
staunch drivers standing outside
the GM parking lot to keep the
cars “alive” was in 2005. (Their
crusade lives on in the form of
“Plug In America.”) Now, two
years later, GM has decided it's
time to test the roads again. On
January 7 at the North
American International Auto
Show in_Detroit, Michigan, the
corporation made public its new
electric vehicle, the Chevrolet
Volt. Currently it is only a con-
cept car, meaning that produc
tion has not been started yet,
but GM is reporting that it
could be on sale by 2010. Itis a
four-door, sleek sports sedan

stopped by corporations more that can seat f|veTpeopIe and will
money. come with all of the features

There were drawbacks to the Americans have come to expect

the ZEV mandate. Between EV1, but they didn't seem from their cars, like air bags and

1996 and 1999, GM
around a thousand EV.
only a few dozen
uncrushed and in museums.),

The cars didn’t emit harmful
exhaust; they were essentiall
noiseless because of the
record-breaking low  wind
resistance; they had a quicl

acceleration (zero to sixty miles mum of 125 miles (about the

per hour in just nine seconds)

smooth driving, and batteries Danbury to New York City) on

that could be charged in al

kinds of weather; they required seem usefu
and needed travelers of today, but would

little maintenance
no keys or tailpipe); and they

froduced numerous or pressing enough stability control. Its top speed is
s; today, to necessitate a total halt in reportedly 120 miles per hour,
remain manufacturing or availability. but it will'only be able to travel

The cars were two-seaters, soforty miles on purely electrical
they were not the ideal means of power; after that, the “range
y transportation for busy soccer extender” (whose tank can hold
irmoms, but they would have twelve gallons of fuel, for a very
suited commuters perfectly. efficient fifty-three miles per

k They could only travel a maxi aIIon? will kick in. The “Vote
or Volt” survey on Chevrolet's
, distance of a round trip from website shows a staggeringly
positive response to the concept

which might not car.

or the modern The Volt runs on GM’s
gatented E-Flex Propulsion
ystem, which takes the idea

| asingle char?ef,

have been enough for a short

might "have even reduced our commute and a few errands. behind hybrid cards a step fur

dependency on foreign oil had

their _integration into the
American suburbs not been

That charging process (of the ther by combining an electric
nickel metal "hydride or lead- drive system with the “range
acid batteries” in each car, extender,” an innovative inter
depending on the model) usual nal combustion engine that can

GoLbinGg  continued from fronf]
page

resources Mr. Golding realize
that the faculty is the core of
Wooster, and that we must bd
able to attract and retain top|
faculty, another goal that relieg
artly on financial well-being.
n the end Mr. Golding believes|
that “all things go back to
enroliment” — that, If we remain
under -enrolled, we will be sig
nificantly limited in what we
can do. (The idea that we nee
to encourage enrollment in the
Lower School is not original to
Mr. Golding; he admits that it's
not just his idea but more of g
general consensus.)
~ Mr. Golding discussed the
impact and the effect a growing
Lower school might have ory
other divisions, ~and other
changes that might be made i
time for the next school year,|
He said that, while there may bg
no visible changes right away,
he really is looking for more

o

h

Those Who Are About to Rock

by Thea Goodrich '08
MANAGING EDITOR

_As movie pundits gear up for
this year's Oscars, self-pro
fessed rock snobs hail a differ
ent sort of awards ceremony.
On January 8, the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame, located in
Cleveland, Ohio, announced its
2007 inductees: Grandmaster
Flash and the Furious Five, The
Ronettes, R.E.M., Patti Smith,
and Van Halen. All of these tal
ented and influential musicians
will be honored on March 12 in
New York City. Ahmet
Ertegun, the renowned co-
founder of Atlantic Records
and producer of such legendar
artists as Aretha Franklin, Le
ée;lalpelm, Ray Charles, and the

ol

student “and teacher participa
tion in Open Houses. He also
said that he wants to try to
maintain and further encourage
connection between the Lower,
Middle, and Upper Schools.
Lastly, he mentioned a contin

ued focus on outreach within
and outside of our own commeu

nity.

The last topic discussed was
Mr. Golding’s personal leader
ship style. The word he used to
describe it is “collegial,” which
is defined as “with power shared
between colleagues.” His goal,
he said, is to be inclusive, and to
“gather the strength of adminis
trators and the insight of facul
ty and students.” Mr. Golding
stressed that he is “not a dicta
tor,” but is instead someone
who likes to Eather others’
input before making a decision.
One aspect of Mr. Golding’s
leadership that he feels is partic
ularly important is face-to-face
conversation, as opposed to e-
mail or telephone correspon
dence. He also emphasized thal
he would try to be present often
on campus — a visible aspect of
the community. This, he said, is
the style he has always known
and has been his style of leader
ship from the beginning.

t

ing Stones, will also be paid
Towards the end of our inter
view things became much mor
conversational. Mr. Golding
said he is very informal and feel
a little self-conscious about al
the formal aspects of being
Head. He discussed his persen
ality, his love of athletics, his|
love of golf, and, perhaps on
more controversial note, his|
love of the Boston Red Sox, thq
New England Patriots, and thej
Boston Bruins. Mr. Golding
also mentioned that he’s taker
up painting again, something hd
hasn’t done in a lon
said he'd like to think he has 4§
ood sense of humor and h
doesn’t want anyone to beg
intimidated by his big personal
ity. He related coming to
Wooster to being a new studen
on the first day of school. He
admitted that he’s more than g
little bit nervous, but can't wait
to get back into a school com
munity, and is looking forward
to meeting everyone and getting
to work at Wooster.

Mr. Golding was open,
funny, and well” spoken; h¢
seems to have a remarkab
comprehension of Wooster's|
current situation, and will be a
wonderful addition to our
school when he arrives nex
July.

e

while. He{ i : r -
and the Furious Five published

tribute to at the ceremony; he
passed away on December 14.

Jann S. Wenner (co-founde
of Rolling Stone Magazine)
established the Hall of i

each year by the Rock and Rol
Hall of Fame Foundation, an

assembly of six hundred voters

Artists are eligible for inclusion
in the Hall twenty-five years
after the release of their first
recording; this year, the five
inductees were ‘whittled down
from a pool of nine nominees.
The museum does not celebrat
only instrumentalists and vocal
ists, however; its official cate
ories are Performers, Non-
erformers (which includes
songwriters, DJs, producers
and even music journalists)
Early Influences, and Sideme
(those players who contribute
in the studio and during cor
certs but aren't always officially

art of a band). Those groups

‘eatured in the Hall have their|
own showcases, which includ
jukeboxes containing the
groups’ entire discographies
short movies about the bands
music and lifetime, signatures o

the members etched in glasg

and miscellaneous memorabili
such as clothing, instruments

concert posters, and record

sleeves.

Now, in 2007, the first hip-
h%la/rap group is qualified for
induction—Grandmaster Flash
their debu
“Superrappi
even  sai

t single,
in’,” in 1979. 1t is
d that membe
“Cowboy” (Keith Wiggins)
coined "the term _“hip-hop”
while scat singing in reference
to soldiers’ marching. While
they weren't the first rap group
to ever perform as a constan|
entity, Grandmaster Flash wag
one of the first such artists, so
their inauguration reflects the
music industry’s ever-changing
history. Now the Hall will truly
display the wide range of popu
lar music this country has seen
R.E.M., best known for “It's
the End of the World as We
Know It (and | Feel Fine),”

Rock ! continued on page ¥

ame in
1986; the inductees are selecte

ly lasted a few hours and could be configured to run on regular
be done with a generator at unleaded gasoline, Dbiodiesel
home, but would also require (processed fuel derived from
setting up a nationwide infra natural sources such as veg
structure of recharging stations, etable oils), or E85 (a mixture
though at the time of the cars’ of 85% ethanol—usually taken
existence public charging was from corn, believe it or not—
free. Unfortunatel)(], while” the and gasoline). That allows the
cars themselves had no emis driver to travel longer distances
sions, the power plants that without needing to recharge the
supplied the electricity did gen battery after every forty miles,
derate pollution, but driving and provides a ‘choice as to
| using the power of electricity which auxiliary fuel the vehicle
instead of gasoline would have will run on—an idea almost
| helped alleviate both the unprecedented in the automo
amount of toxic exhaust tive industry.
released and the large strain on  The electric part of the s_Ys
consumers’ wallets that comes tem will connect a sixteen-kile
in conjunction with _ever- watt hour lithium ion battery
increasin %as prices. The one(basically a souped-up version
aspect of the automobile that of the one in your laptop, cell
ewould have given consumers phone, or MP3 player) to a gen
the most second thoughts was erator, which in turn will drive
its price (an average [ease costhe wheels; recharging it is sim
about $39,000, not counting the ply a matter of plugging the car
$2500 for a home charg_er?, but Into an outlet. Why, then, the
apparently a good portion of wait until it's put on the mass
Americans are wﬂlmﬁ to cough market? Apparently the battery
up more cash than that for gas- technology isn’'t available now
guzzling trucks and SUVs. for a low enough price, and
According to GM, the entire  probably won't be for another
project—research, develop three to five years, especially
ment, production, and market given the possibility of fires due
ing—cost more than $1 billion. to overheating; meanwhile, GM
b The company cancelled it is shopping around for potential
because CARB rescinded the supé)he[s. .
electric vehicle requirement of _ So either GM has finally real
the ZEV directive, and because ized that it has to change with
of what GM claimed was a lack the times, as more consumers
,of public interest. But did pee become concerned with the
bple outside of southern amount of gasoline our country
California even know the EV1 consumes, or it has been intimi
existed? dated by the Tesla Roadster, a
The only other state in which fully electrical sports car
EVls were available wasunveiled in July that has the
Arizona, and even there they equivalent fuel efficiency of 135
could only be leased from miles per gallon but a basezggg

Saturn dealerships. An article by ing of $92,000 for the
GM model. Maybe it is even regret
ting squashing the EV1 pre
gram so early in the game, espe
cially now that the company is
losing money left and right and
may soon "be overtaken by
Toyota as the leading car manu
facturer. ~ With merica’s
increased acceptance of hybrids;
the realization that our cars are
indeed slowly poisoning the air
we breathe; and of course the
ever-rising, unavoidably high

by
Dave Barthmuss of M
Communications, posted on
GM’s website in June, points
out that the suppliers of the var
ious_parts of the car stopped
making replacement parts, mak
ing repair of the vehicles next to
impossible. It may be true that
the EV1 program wasn't a
“commercially viable business,”
but GM didn’t do much to pro-
mote it in the first place, and it
certainly seems that those who

were able to lease the cars weregas prices—there really is a bur

very passionate about their per

formance and devoted to the

cause the vehicles presented.
As disheartening as it must

geoning interest in electric vehi
cles. Let's just hope the appeal
stays strong enough to force the
automobile’ industry to plug
in—and this time, to stay that
way.
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ROCK! continued from page 6 Michael Stipe on R.E.M.’'s
“Losmg My Religion,” and 1996“E-Bow the Letter.” She is
“Everybody Hurts,” are consid  perhaps more well-known for
ered the Hall’s first indie-rock her liberal political views (often
inductees, as they started out on supporting Ralph Nader) than
the independent label I.R.S. her music.

Records. The Ronettes were a  Van Halen, the fifth group

typical 60s gul group under the from this year's set, debuted
control of Phil Spector (who their eponymous album in 1978,
later married one of the mem securing “their spot as the
bers). Their best-known song is frontrunner of the American

“Be My Baby,” which was fea hard rock movement. They have
tured ‘on the original “Dirty sold more than 75 million
Dancing” soundtrack. Patti
Smith was one of the first released a dozen records. Thefired
female punk musicians; she Netherlands-born  guitarist,
composed her 1978 single Eddie Van Halen, is now count
“Because the Night” with Bruce ed as a pioneering rocker. His that he will indeed rejoin the
Springsteen and_even collabo fifteen-year-old son WoIf%ang roup on their summer tour of
rated with fellow inductee now plays bass in the band, and forty cities.

MoviIE MADNESS

by Molly Barrett '08

recording
Guinness
Records cites the % !
ing the most number one hits
on the Billboard Mainstream
Rock List. Following the
announcement of their invest
ture into the Mount Olympus
of rock gods, the group con
firmed reports of a reunion
tour. David Lee Roth, the first

new songs.
Book of  World

(rumors vary) in 1985, but
on February 2, after a twenty-

Eddie told Howard Stern in H
September that the band 'I"Afl1ast
e

roup as hav

albums worldwide and have |ead singer, either quit or was

two year absence, it was verified

aturally, as with any awards or concerning that aspect say that
alls of Fame, this museum and VH1, which normally tapes the
he voting system behind it has show and shows it a few nights
drawn criticism. Some think the after the fact, will not screen it
ultimate nominee decisions are at all this year. Nevertheless,
too controlled by the elite few music has always been a very
Emamly Wenner and Suzan large part of American pop cul

vans, a former director of the ture, so to every recordin
Foundatlon?, who cull only the  artist, whether commemorate
most popular bands from the yet in the Hall or not, we salute
vast numbers of eligible artists you.
each year, leaving important but
perhaPs lesser-known_ artists
out of the final pick. Others
lament the lack of art, progres
sive, and hard rock representa
tion in the Hall. Last year,
rowd¥>_Bnt|sh unk rockers the
Sex Pistols—known for essen
tially jumpstarting that move
ment ‘in the UK—were nomi
nated for induction but rejected
it in their usual nonconformist
way. (They were included in the
museum’s showcase, but didn't
attend the ceremony.) .

It has not yet been decided

whether the 22nd Annual Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame nduction
Ceremony will be broadcast on
television; the only reports

StaFF WRITER

The nominations for the 79th Annual Academy Awards have been announced! There are twe
four categories for the Oscars, and the lists of nominees can be seen
http://oscar.com/nominees/?pn=list, as there are far too many to list here.

This puts me in a difficult spot, though, because I've only seen about half of the films and tl
can't comment on all of them. In the Best Actor category, I've only seen “The Pursuit of Happines:
| thought Will Smith was really good, but | just don’t see him winning it. (Come on—he’s up again
Peter O'Toole!) Of the Best Supporting Actor films, I've seen “Little Miss Sunshine,” “Little
Children,” and of course, “Dreamgirls.” Out of those three, | would give the prize to Eddie Murph

The other two actors, Alan Arkin and Jackie Earle Haley, were really great in their respective movigg,

but Eddie was spectacular. ) .
Best Actress Is a really tough one. I've seen all five movies and all the women were really spldg
| hate to whittle it down to one, but I'm going with Penelope Cruz for her role in the Spanish-lar|

%uage film “Volver.” She was funny, sexy, loving, strong, serious, and her character was well rour|d

upporting Actress is a really easy vote for me. | haven't seen “Babel,” so that rules out two nomif
right there. Jennifer Hudson in “Dreamgirls,” though, was absolutely brilliant. In the realm
Costume Design, | feel that some movies should not have been included: “The Queen” and “The D|
Wears Prada.” The costumes were just modern clothes; “The Queen” just had what the queen
likely wears, so | don't feel like that is any achievement, and costumes in “The Devil Wears Prada”
just clothes fashion gurus wear, so it shouldn't have been very difficult for the costumer to find thd
clothes. But the costumes in the other three movies—“Dreamgirls,” “Marie Antoinette,” and “Curg
of the Golden Flower'—were all period costumes. Period costumes (those that represent a certair|
in hlstoryﬁ are much more difficult to design, construct, and find. The costumes in “Dreamgirlg
weren't all that spectacular; the sparkly dresses were cool, but the costumes just amazing. Now, “M
Antoinette” and “Curse of the Golden Flower”... those have costumes. | didn't see either of them, b
in this day and age of the easy-access internet, it is simple to just find photo stills from movies and
the amazing costumes in them. “Marie Antoinette” is set in the mid- to late- 1700’s in France, sof
the dresses in the movie are extravagant and full of ruffles, while the men wear large ruffled collarg
poofy shirts with knickers. “Curse of the Golden Flower” takes place in China in 928, so the desid
er couldn't have just walked to the store and found an ancient Chinese robe. So, my vote for best
tumes comes down to a contest between those two movies.

As for Best Director, well, I've only seen “The Queen.” | really have no inkling of whose hou
the POld statue will be standing in when all is said and done. But now for the big one: “Best Pictul
Well, I've only seen two of the movies nominated and don't think either really deserves it. | s
“Tenacious D’In: The Pick of Destiny” should win it all!

The Academy Awards show will be broadcast live on Sunday, February 25 at 8:00 PM on ABC.
host this year is Ellen DeGeneres, so it'll be worth tuning in just to see her opening monologue.

In this season of celebrating the movie industry, there is also a different kind of awards show
not nearly enough people know about: the 13th Annual Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Awards. SAG
an actor’s union for, well, screen actors ?as opﬁosed to, of course, those on the stage—they get
own awards in the form of the Tonys). Althoug ?/ou may think solely of movies when you hear tl
words “screen actor,” SAG also encompasses television'and commercial actors in addition to the
of the silver screen.

It may seem like the SAG Awards are just like every other awards show out there, but the §
Awards have many subtleties, which, in my mind, make them better than the others. In the S,
Awards, actors—and only actors—are nominated. There are no honors for those many people be
the scenes, who, while immensely talented, are not usually the driving force of a movie. Moreq
SAG actors are the people who vote for the nominees and who ultimately decide the winners, so
makes it a totally peer-reviewed arrangement. Also, while the Oscars and Golden Globes both n
nate “actors and actresses,” the SAG awards call them “male actors and female actors.” That is
small distinction, so | leave it up to you to decide which appellation is better.

The show airs on January 28, so by the time this article is printed the awards will have been-h
ed out, the tears of joy will have been cried, and the thank-you speeches will have been read orin
vised, but the full nominee list is posted online at http://www.sagawards.com/nominations.htm.

| particularly recommend seeing Penelope Cruz in “Volver,” “Notes on a Scandal” with Judi Den

Meryl Streep’s scathing portrayal of a fashion magazine editor in “The Devil Wears Prada,” “Liff

Children” with Kate Winslet, independent film “Little Miss Sunshine,” and of course, the unstopﬁabl
highly praised musical “Dreamgirls,” which has the amazing Jennifer Hudson and Eddie Murphy i
As for television shows, check out “House” with Hugh Laurie as a misanthropic doctor (Tuesdays
9 on Fox) and “The Office,” starring Steve Carell of “The 40-Year-Old Virgin” in a mockumentary g
typical days spent in cubicles (Thursdays at 8:30 on NBC).

Ewilil

GVB continued from front page

té’gd I've never had a team experience so many injuries. I'm proud of
W our gllayers have dealt with all the ‘adversity." Forward
iraud '08 agrees, saying, "Even though we haven't had

onchita
e er)ione tog(lelther,l\llve've still found a great chemistry, and are eom
p.ing along really well." .
U our recordythls year is 7-0 in the HVAL and 11-1 overall. We

won the Ed Costello Tournament, beating our biggest rival Harvey
: 40-39 in the championship game. We pIaP/ed that game without our
18%vo leading scorers, and after the first half, we went on an 11-3 run
té)q,?et ourselves back in the %ame and eventually Eulllthrough with
N@l&ictory. "This was one of the greatest comeback wins in the last
fifteen years," said coach MacNutt. "The Lady Generals showed
mendous heart and desire. | will be talking about this game and
[e$® efforts of these ladies as a motivation for all future teams."
f " After one of our recent % mes against the larger class C school
Ibrook, whom we beat 39-35, Coach MacNutt commented
nesat, "our challenge now is to sustain this level of intensity, desire,
&ed focus. It's up to the players to determine our path.” We hope
S€o continue to improve in the upcoming months, when we face
emore challenging opponents like Harvey and Chase. The HVAL
diaals are scheduled for February 21st and 23rd, and our goal is to
" take the HVAL tournament title back from Harvey. Please come
lasigpport Wooster's most successful athletic team in our final )
utgames. Your support helps keep us focused and energized, and it
slel;ea huge reason for our continued success.
a
and

“SADDAM  H USSEIN :
S THE DEATH OF A TYRANT

The

hat
thseir .On December 30, Saddam Hussein was hanged after being
amprisoned by coalition forces since December 2003 and being
Stg)gnd guilty of crimes against humanity by the Iraq state. The trial
egan In June 2004, but Hussein wasn’t executed until 6:00 AM in
Intlie morning on the first day of Eid, an important Islamic holiday.
is major_event caused widespread reactions around the world.
hiRgesident Bush, in his statement in regard to the execution, said,
|n%|ng' Saddam Hussein to justice will not end the violence in
kH&#, but it is an important milestone on Irag’s course to becoming
lemocracy that can govern, sustain, and defend itself.”
L A different reaction to the execution is that of Amnesty
Yftenational, a worldwide human rights organization. In a press
[gfease issued following the execution, members wrote that “the
hed execution of Saddam Hussein is simply wrong. It signifies

by Jon Svenningsen '08
N Ews DIRECTOR

=

tice denied for countless victims during his reign, and now have
noeen denied their right to see justice served. It is a failed opportu
Iélly to establish the rule of law in Irag, and raises concerns that

gregious flaws during Hussein’s_trial proceedings will now set a
-:E\trong precedent at[;amst .a fair and independent judiciary.”
amnesty International is anti-death penalty, which the group dis
a&ussed. during the press release when it stated, “Amnesty
f International opposes the death penalty, regardless of method, in
all cases, as it is the ultimate, irreversible human rights abuse.”

By far the most distressing of reactions is that of three children
(one in Texas, one in India, and one in Pakistan) who hanged them
selves after the execution, one of whom had help from a sibling.

Hussein, who was sixty-nine, ruled Iraq for twenty-three years,
from 1979 to 2003. He was specifically convicted for the murder of
148 people—and the torture of countless others—in the northern
Iraqi town of Duijail, a Kurdish village. Hussein ordered this mas
sacre in response to a failed assassination attempt on his life.

A major Issue still to be resolved following the execution is that
someone witnessing the execution recorded a video of the hanging,
using a cell phone, which was then put on the internet. The suspi
cion has landed on two security guards, who are currently being
questioned. . ) . .

Though Hussein was a human rights violator, some countries
are still mourning his death. Moammar Gadhafi, the leader of
Libya, declared a three day period of bereavement after the execu
tion. Some Muslims who traveled to Mecca for the Hajj, which
began on Eid, are upset over the timing of his death. .

~ Following international scrutiny for the execution, the Iragi
prime minister said that “Saddam’s execution puts an end to all the
pathetic gambles on the return to dictatorship. | urge followers of
the ousted reﬁ|me to reconsider their stance as the door is still open
to anyone who has no innocent blood on his hands, to help in
rebuilding an Iraq for all Iragis.” i .

The only thing to wonder now is how this event will affect both
the current war in Iraq and the long-term history of the country.
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DAaviD AND GOLIATH
The Rematch

by Jack Barrett '10
SrarF WRITER five, half court, dubs, shots|
) inside the arc count as ong

Larissa Santos and | havepoint, shots outside the arc
known each other since fourth count as two. David started
grade. Who knew that both of with the ball and went up early|
us would end up at Wooster? with a dead-on two-pointer,
Everywhere she went, people Goliath then got the rebound of
recognized her as aBrOSpeCt for a missed shot and scored. By
the Girls Varsity asketball more dazzle and daring from
team. | couldn't”let her ego David (and yet another two-
become too large with praise, so pointer) rendéred Goliath help
| decided to challenge her to a |ess. She had lost.
basketball game. It was a classic ~ But what makes this David|
battle between a David and a and Goliath story unigue is that
Goliath—if you can't tell which ~ Goliath wants & rematch, Thig
of us is which proverbial man, time the stakes will higher.
visit your eye doctor. Coach MacNutt made an

Days before the event, such announcement at the girls’ teal
skeptics as Ms. Dumoski and practice. He commended me o
Conchita Giraud poked fun at a job well done. He also sai
the thought. 1 shrugged off the that if | defeated Larissa again
criticism and assured them that he would treat me to lunch and
only after game day would we the Girls Varsity team would
be positive of the winner. ~ have to run sprints.

n a Monday in the Alumni  Come down to the game that|
Gym, just before the start of will surely be talked about for
afternoon_activities, the stage years to come. The date is yet t
was set. David and e announced, but it will be

videotaped. Don't miss it.

Goliath set the rules: game tq

DiamoND RePORT continued from page five

Process, and has indicated several steps we could take to impri
including tightening our internal controls. During the briefing, Ms.
Gardener was quick to point out, however, that there is no eviden
that conflict diamonds are entering the U.S. In order to reassul
consumers, a diamond is still covered by a warranty after bein
and polished. Concerned potential buyers can ask the retailer al

the warranty, which ensures that the diamond has been traded oﬁi)’&%ﬁ‘éﬁgs,

cially in compliance with the Kimberley Process.
Members of the Kimberley Process met in Botswana |af

November and made several important decisions, the first of whigh

was to help Ghana restore its credible diamond trade by strengf
ening internal_controls so that it may remain a participant in t
organization. The Process was faced with forty-six recommend
tions for improvement, including the release of hames of countrig
that don’t submit statistics. The standards for internal controlg
were raised, and New Zealand and Bangladesh became new-n
bers. Liberia, the Republic of the Congo, Mali, and Mexico ha
expressed interest in becoming members as well. Diamond com
nies such as De Beers and the Dubai Diamond Exchange are {r:
ing diamond evaluators from countries that have beenin troub)
with the Kimberly Process. The Working Group of Diamond
Experts is currently developing a method called “footprinting” to
identify diamonds produced in the Céte d'lvoire.

And as for “Blood Diamond,” Ms. Gardener says, “We s
the movie as a great opportunity to educate people...we really f
that we provide some information to people about the historicq
context of the events that are depicted in the movie and that som
thing happened since the time depicted in the movie.”

ee. Dobb

Lou DoBBs,
AL GORE,

AND
ICTIM
CS

by Carl Wolk '08
EDITOR -IN -CHIEF

CNN describes Lou Dobbs
as “one of America’s most visi
ble, popular, and respected voic

=3

matters.” Dobbs hosts a nightly
show on CNN and pushes the
idea of a “war on the middle

' economic theory is non-exis
tent and his ego is sickening.
The panels he

biased, and rarelly .
on the panel challenge his opin
ion. From outngiht lying to the

American people to merely i

tering what information gets
through, Lou Dobbs, and other
like-minded populists, have
convinced millions of
emericans that they are victims,
and that government ha
cemerged with big, “evil” corpora

etions to bully them out of their

Junch money.

ut  First in the line-up of out-

he perpetuates is that
a's economy is dwin

uffering. On his show, Dobbs
announces, this to the world:
“But for middle-class workers,
ﬁ)b growth is sluggish, the
Fhousing market cooling and
Sga)()checks. shrinking.” "Here,

obbs outlines three"ways the
€American economy is failing
eand hurting thé average
@American: unemployment, the
Inollapsmg housing bubble, and
ethe falling wages.. Fortunately,
two of these are simply untrue,
andta third is completely irrele
vant.

h

b

i s says that “job growth
dp sluggish.” Not only is this
| misleading, it is a complete fab
erication void of any statistics to
support his conclusion.
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es on business and financialg

class,” but his grasp of basic

as on his showcaused
are always very one-sided and

does anyoneto be too high, the Federal

The fact that unemployment Dobbs tries to depict the bill as
rates are at 4.5% (a remarkableanother attempt by the govern
number, trumped only by a few ment to endanger the wealth of
years under Clinton, “where its citizens while increasing sup
over-confidence and optimism port for business, yet if no
in the economy eventually led action is taken, the éntire pre
to a recession) should render gram will collapse and the mid
Dobbs’s argument obsolete. dle class will be much worse off.
Dobbs also Cites a fall in wages,  The main theme here is the
{et accord!n? to the Bureau of endless search for victims that

abor Statisfics, worker pay in plague golmcs and the media.
non-farm businesses increasedLou Do )
7.7% from last year. . vince the members of the mid

He also reférs to the falling dle class thatthey are victims

housing market as another way and that he is standing up for
in which war is being waged them. This same concept of
upon the middle class. The making people feel like victims
housing market is controlled to increase one’s own power
mostly” by interest rates; as carries through to the global
interest rates increase, the costwarming debate. There is signif
to take out a loan increases, icant science on both sides of
which means people will be lessthe argument, yet Al Gore's
likely to purchase a house, movie "An Inconvenient Truth”
which leads to a drop in housing is not science, but mere proPa

rices. When interest rateS ﬁanda. Regardless of whether
ecrease, the opposite occurs.humans are causing global
After the economic recession warming or not, Al Gore is con
that hit the U.S. after the stock torting “and politicizing this
market crash in March of 2000, issueto show that he stands up
the Federal Reserve decreasedor good in the world. What
interest rates to increase coen could be better than for the
sumer spending, which in turn entire world to think that it is a
he housing market to victim and that he wants to help
expand. Now, as demand seemsit?

bs is trying to con-

o I € The “victim” politics used b
Reserve is increasing  interestpeople like Lou Dobbs and Al
rates to avoid economic prob Gore to ?am power or popular
lems. There is no government ity is part of a growing populist
conspiracy to lower housing movement, and America loves
prices; it IS merely a temporary it.

S brou

kdling and average Americang.barefrom

Dr.Timothy Stunt
all additional images from the public domain

effect of keeping'the economy
n order. X .

Another subject that is often

gh_t up _bfy the populist

crowd is the infamous Bush ta
cuts, and how they only benefit
big business owners. 1t seemg
though, that the idea of capital
ism, “which America has wel
med and benefited greatl
1, has been forgotten:
Capitalism relies on low gov
ernment interference in busi
ness, which allows those busi
nesses to grow, thus helping thi
workers through lower unem
ployment rates and highe
wages. The tax cuts for thg
Wealth%/ and  for businessej
allow for businesses to gro
and prosper, and the fruifs off
that prosperity carry down to
the worker.

. Dobbs even has the guts tg
bring up the Social Securit
reform 'bill, _an  unsuccessful
attempt by President Bush to
use the private sector to sustaif
Social Security, a system whicl
is going to collapse as soon g

e “baby boom” generation
retires.

MicroNATIONS cont'd from pg 5

The country grew out of a
region in between Canada and
the United States; by the Treaty
of Paris, the " Canadian-
'American border was_ambigu
ously laid out, leaving this
region between Vermont and
New Hampshire under the
administration of neither the
United States nor Canada.

_ Other micronations include
libertarian states with anarchist
organizations (or lack thereof),
fantasy states with no real terfi
tory under their authority, and
5 +oke states that are conceived

or amusement and “self-
aggrandizement.” These states
do not usually receive interna
tional recognition of their sow
ereignty, but the idea of
micronations is being promoted
on the web, and more and more
of these micronations are bein
1 declared as autonomous  witl

h the help of online organizations
ssuch ‘as “The League of
Micronations” and = “The

Micronation News Network.”
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Question: What's
Day gift?

the worst possible Valentine's

BETH SVENNINGSEN '09

“A gym sock...?!"

TESsA ROSENSTEIN '10
“Mono.”

ANNE WooDWARD '07
“A half eaten box of choco
late.”

CARTER EARL BoscH '08
“A bar of soap.”

Campus Beat photos: Ben Ross ‘09

CATI SoMMERSs '07
“A card with someone else’s
name on it..."




