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by Katie Silverstein ‘07

A controversial worldwide deal between the United
Arab Emirates (UAE)-owned company Dubai Ports
World and Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation
Company (based in London) fell through on March 9,
when the company's Chief Operating Officer Edward
H. Bilkey backed out due to the high number of
objections in the U.S. from both Republicans and
Democrats. If the deal had lasted, the company would
have soon overseen the running of ports in Baltimore,
Miami, New Jersey, New Orleans, New York, and
Philadelphia.

When the potential deal was made public, the
Department of Homeland Security addressed con-
cerns about security breaches by stating that it is the
responsibility of the Coast Guard and Customs and
Border Protection to enforce security in America's
ports. This didn't stop the protests against the deal--
some were concerned that two of the September 11
hijackers had lived in the UAE, whose government
recognized the Taliban's rule of Afghanistan. Most
Americans focused on this issue, not on the fact that
the UAE has been a faithful ally to us in the War on
Terror (this alliance stood behind Bush's support of
the port deal).

Some have protested that no foreign company
should be allowed to run U.S. ports, but several
domestic ports are already overseen by companies
based in Taiwan, Denmark, Singapore, South Korea,
and China. There has never been an uproar about
these companies - most Americans are unaware of
their existence and of their important ties to U.S.
commerce. This shows that the main objection to the
UAE overseeing ports is the American fear of its pos-
sible ties with terrorism.

Even though the deal has been defeated, some   are
still holding their breath, worried that relations with
the UAE, as well as those with other Middle-Eastern
countries, will turn sour. Will the UAE, angry about
the lack of trust the U.S. has displayed, deny us the
right to use their air bases? Or will the country's
dependence on U.S. protection preserve the relation-
ship? Many analysts predict the latter, but maintain
that the U.S.'s image in the Middle East will suffer
some damage. 

PORTS IN A
STORM

Ports in many states in the USwould have their security
issues transferred to an oversees company.

ABORTION
OUTLAWED
IN SOUTH DAKOTA

Legislation Changes Fuel the
Debate Over the Right To Life

by Colleen Farrell ‘08

In a bill recently approved by Governor Mike
Rounds, one of the most heatedly debated topics over
the past several decades has come to some sort of clo-
sure for the state of South Dakota: most abortions
have been made illegal. Since the Supreme Court's rul-
ing in the case of Roe v. Wade in 1974, abortion has
been legal in the United States. While certain state leg-
islatures have passed laws placing limitations on abor-
tion (how far along in the pregnancy they can be per-
formed, age limitations, etc.), none as drastic as this
most recent one has been passed, and the fact that the
law is in conflict with Roe v. Wade has definitely not
gone unnoticed. 

Many cite the recent appointments of justices John
G. Roberts and Samuel A. Alito Jr. (both opposed to
abortion) as part of the cause of the passing of this
new bill, and the increasing majority of conservative
members in the Supreme Court has also been blamed.
While the bill isn't set to take effect until July 1 and
Rounds has said that "he expects legal action will pre-
vent that," the fact that it is being considered has
sparked much controversy as (although 10 other states
have proposed similar bills) the Supreme Court hasn't
accepted any other such bills thus far. The law would
allow abortions to be performed in extreme situations
in which the mother is at risk of dying, but under no
other conditions would abortions be legal. This means
doctors are prohibited from performing abortions
even for victims of rape or incest, and can face jail time
if they do. Rounds tried to justify this by saying that
the bill does not prohibit doctors from prescribing
contraceptive drugs before a pregnancy is determined,
but that still creates a sticky situation - it's undeniable
that a victim of rape or abortion would be affected
immensely by her ordeal, and not having the alterna-
tive of abortion would greatly limit a woman's
options. While many women may welcome a child, I
don't think anyone hopes to have one as a result of
being taken advantage of, and while she may still love
the child, it will doubtless serve as a constant reminder
of a painful situation. Also, many of these victims
could be emotionally, financially, or mentally unready
to support a child. What I think is a big problem in
most abortion debates is that most of the people
debating the issue have never been faced with the real
prospect of abortion. While Rounds says that contra-
ceptive drugs are an alternative for rape or incest vic-
tims, it's preposterous to assume that someone can
obtain a form of contraception before being raped,
and I can't imagine that if he's opposed to abortion
then he thinks something like the morning after pill is
okay, especially since the new law defines life as origi-
nating "at the time of conception". Furthermore, rape
could be sufficiently traumatic to prevent many vic-
tims from trying to get drugs to prevent their preg-
nancy if it wasn't necessary, since embarrassment or
strong emotions (feeling that it was their fault, etc.)
would most likely make them not want to re-visit the
issue. Since 98.2 % of Supreme court justices through-
out history, have been men, it seems wrong to me that
they can have such a strong say in an issue that will
never directly affect them, and that the party affected
by the law is barely represented.

continued on page 3

by Mary Eames ‘06

This school has a great history of diversity. In its
early days, Wooster was one of the first schools in the
Northeast to open its doors to students of all races.
And although we're rooted in Episcopalianism, stu-
dents of other religions are more than welcome here.
So, it wasn't such a surprise when Mr. Adams got up at
lunch one day and made an announcement about a
new Wooster tradition that would celebrate diversity
and bring the community closer; it would be called "R
and R Day". The response to the announcement was
mixed: some students were excited, others rolled their
eyes-- but after the fact, I think it's safe to say that it
was a day of emotional growth for most students. 

On Wednesday, March 1st, the Upper School met
in the Forever Young Gym to start the day with
warm-up exercises.  An energetic Mr. Taylor taught
the students some community building games to wake
up sleepy minds and put them in the mood for the
serious discussions that would occur later in the day.
The fun (and sometimes silly) games included
"Either/Or" (where people stood on one side of the
gym if they like one thing, on the other if they pre-
ferred the opposite) and a massive game of
"Rock/Paper/Scissors". While these games were fun,
the last one was the best. Everyone was divided up
into two teams, "Alpha" and "One". Then, everyone sat
across from a person from the opposite team. Mr.
Taylor posed questions that each person had to
answer, talking, of course, to the person sitting across
from him or her: "What's your life story?"; "What do
you find disrespectful?"; "Have you ever been disre-
spected at Wooster?"; etc. By being put with people
they didn't necessarily know well, students and teach-
ers alike were pushed beyond a comfort level, but it
opened up minds and perhaps even formed new
friendships. After the warm-ups, everyone headed
outside into the cold for a group picture, then up to
the Chapel for a presentation about the abolitionist
William Lloyd Garrison by a guest speaker named
Merrill Kohlhofer. 

continued on page 3

RESPECT AND
RECOGNITION :

WOOSTER H OLDS FIRST
ANNUAL R & R DAY

R and R day activities in the gymnasium.

In this Issue....

VACATION VIEWS
Photos from a variety of vacation adventures of

the students and faculty.
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WOOSTER CAST DELIVERS IN URINETOWN 'S
POPULAR PEE-LICIOUS DEBUT

by Colleen Farrell ‘08
As the lights dimmed and the crowd quieted for the opening number, I was hoping that no audience members

near me would have to pee during the show since the only seat I could find in our tiny jam-packed black box the-
atre was a small corner in front of one of the risers. I have to say that in all the years I've been to Wooster plays,
I've never been reduced to the status of not being able to find a chair to sit in. So was I expecting good things
from the night's show Urinetown? About as much as one can expect from a musical centered around bladder
movements.

I'm not one for slow starting plays, and although I do like things that make you think, I like to know what's
going on from the get-go. Little Sally (played by Katie Silverstein ‘07), a
bright (if dirty-faced) young resident of a town faced with a water short-
age, let me know exactly what was going on right from the beginning and
set the tone for the rest of the play with her frank analysis of current sit-
uations and the input of her two cents (which often involved pauses to
count her own cent collection) on anything she thought should be
changed in the play. Thus the frame tale aspect of the show was estab-
lished, and Officer Lockstock (played by Tim Fitzsimons ‘06) did a good

job of letting us know just whose story this play was going to be. I could almost smell urine as the gloomy open-
ing number about an anti-utopian society where one has to pay for "the privilege to pee," was sung by an ensem-
ble that was chock full of strong singers, all dressed in rags. We were immediately faced with the strong-willed
Penelope Pennywise ("Ms. Pennywise to you" as she commonly told people she deemed unworthy of her time),
played by Rachel Spollett ‘06, who persecuted those who could not pay and ruthlessly kept order at her public
amenity. In a manner reminiscent of Miss Hannigan (the spindler who runs the orphanage in Annie), Rachel let
us know pretty quickly that Ms. Pennywise was a force to be reckoned with and that some sort of experience
(about which we would learn later) had hardened her over time to just see money and the power she might gain
from demanding that the impoverished meet the standards the government had set regarding the "privilege to
pee." So as we learned about the trials and tribulations of those who just wanted a free pee, and the consequences
that overflowed onto those who disregarded the law (the first such example being Old Man Strong, played by
David Taylor ‘09), we were given a good idea of what Urinetown, the unspeakable land where criminals were
sent, looked and smelled like. And then from the sewers emerged a glimmer of hope for all the residents waiting
to pee. Bobby Strong (played by Ben Ross ‘09), who worked for Urine Good Company, the very same establish-
ment that had sent his father away, decided to do something about the recent fee hikes and unfair demands that
UGC had placed on those unable to pay to pee. This didn't make Ms. Pennywise too happy and, she may have
uttered some truth in one of her favorite sayings, "you've got a sweet-lookin' face, Bobby, but you've got your
head in the clouds." Bobby had quickly fallen in love with Hope Cladwell (played by Sarah Szen ‘06) who was
(unbeknownst to him) the very daughter of Caldwell B. Cladwell (played by Jackson Coakley ‘06), owner of
UGC. However, in sticking to the hero track he was on, Bobby was able to solve this problem. Although Hope
seemed to have her head in the clouds most of the time about the widespread suffering her father was causing,
Bobby was able to help pull her down and convince her (despite the new job she had at UGC), to rebel against
her father and his wicked ways. Hope was torn at times between the two men in her life, and her father tried to
make her see that some people just need to be oppressed in the hilarious number "Don't Be the Bunny."

So the stage was set for a vicious battle between Bobby's rag-tag army and UGC, which was made stronger by
the sadistic enforcement that Officer Lockstock and the gravelly-voiced Officer Barrel (played by Dillon
Geyselaers ‘07) enforced in their hilarious partnership. While Bobby's army "held Hope hostage" (although she
consented and helped make her state appear more realistic soon after being captured), Ms. Pennywise was sent
to the inner workings of the sewer system to find their secret hideout (as it was conveniently titled in neon let-
tering above the location), and to start negotiations. Bobby agreed to go with her back to UGC headquarters,
and he and Hope shared an emotional goodbye, both preoccupied with the fact that they might never see one
another again. Once at headquarters and upon hearing what UGC described as "a very reasonable proposal,"
Bobby heatedly let it be known that no amount of money could bribe him to treat the people like UGC had. It
was in this tense scene that Ms. Pennywise let the reason she was so cold-hearted be known. In a cathartic
moment it was shockingly announced that she had mothered Hope, and, in her passionate confession, Ms.
Pennywise gave us a look into a time when every day was lived as the last. She promptly then declared her rever-
sal of loyalty, and she and Bobby fled the scene. Soon after Bobby was caught by Officers Lockstock and Barrel
and sent to "Urinetown," which the audience realized was a metaphor for the town he lived in, as did Bobby right
before he was pushed off of a building. This got his army riled up and in return they hunted down and killed
Cladwell (Caldwell), and members of his UGC crew. And so the residents of Urinetown triumphed and lived
happily ever after…almost. Hope took over and ran a society in which all water could be used for free and resi-
dents could pee "wherever they wanted, whenever they wanted, for however long they wanted, and with
whomever they wanted." While this worked for a while, a second water shortage soon left everyone starved and
dirty once more, and so Urinetown was eliminated along with its residents. 

The sad ending was bitterly ironic, but after all, as Little Sally and Officer Lockstock pointed out, this wasn't
supposed to be a happy story. Despite the grimness of the situation, I was left with a cramp in my stomach from
laughing, and a tiny urge to take a trip to the bathroom myself. The eight graduating seniors each managed to
deliver a stellar performance in their own poignant ways, whether they were stern, oblivious, comical, or any-
thing in between. I would even go so far to say it was the best Wooster musical I've seen. I have a feeling that if
there are more plays as entertaining and well acted as Urinetown, the black box will need to be expanded to more
than the size of a public amenity!

by Carl Wolk ‘08

Fifteen years after the collapse of the Soviet Union
and the end of the Cold War, the global economy,
which shapes international relations, is still shifting.
For Western European countries, this changing world
market is not beneficial, as Europe is seemingly
becoming more and more irrelevant to the interna-
tional economic stage.  However, Western Europe has
brought this economic decline upon itself through
socialist reforms, in theory designed to benefit the
worker.  Unfortunately these reforms are hurting the
ability of European states to compete on the global
market, and this increases unemployment.  Luckily,
some attempts have been made to fix the damage done
by socialism.  

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) real growth
rate measures economic expansion, which exposes the
vitality of an economy and its ability to compete in the
global market.  In 2005, the US exhibited a strong
growth of 3.5%, outperforming Western Europe.  The
United Kingdom (UK) showed rather weak growth of
1.8%, which is still much better than that of the states
of Western continental Europe: the French GDP grew
1.5%, the German GDP grew 0.8%, and the Italian
GDP had no growth.   Unemployment rates are not
much to boast about either: in France, the unemploy-
ment rate is 10%, in Germany it is 11.6%, and in Italy
it is 7.9%.  When compared to the American unem-
ployment rate (4.8%), it is evident that socialism has
been problematic for Western Europe, and potentially
also the UK, where taxes, with the support of Prime
Minister Blair, and are now the highest they have ever
been. This means that the highest level of income
taxes will soon exceed 83%.  Fortunately, the British
population is making it clear that they do not support
this dangerous burden on the economy, giving Blair
his lowest approval ratings yet.

However, it seems that reform will soon be a reali-
ty: the greatest recent display of desire for reform was
the election of the conservative Dr. Angela Dorothea
Merkel as Chancellor of Germany, instead of the
incumbent, Gerhard Schroeder.  Merkel has shown
that she is in favor of putting a flat tax into place, cut-
ting down on public spending, and ridding German
companies of the inability to fire workers for their
first two years on the job (employment protection),
all of which display a clear path away from socialism.
Merkel has made it the goal of her chancellorship to
lower unemployment.

In an attempt to undo socialist reforms in France,
President Chirac and his cabinet came out in favor of
the "First Job Contract" (CPE), which would give
companies the ability to fire employees during their
first two years on the job (much like Merkel's legisla-
tion).  This is a step toward undoing socialism and giv-
ing France the ability to compete in the global market.
Unfortunately, this did not go over too well with
union workers and students, and 1.3-1.4 million of
them took to the streets, protesting this necessary
reform in a lasting mass movement.  Fifteen universi-
ties became paralyzed from protests; on March 18th at
La Sorbonne in Paris, violence broke out and 500,000
protesters clashed with riot police, creating a scene
that was covered live on CNN, Fox News, and
MSNBC.  Rioters destroyed a McDonald's, burned
four cars, and attacked storefronts, forcing the police
to use tear gas and water cannons to control the
crowd.

More protests and riots broke out on the 18th than
just the ones at the Sorbonne -- even more violent and
larger than the riots that had taken place the previous
week.  Between one and three million people took
part, and an estimated 700,000 protested in Paris, dis-
rupting the city's commerce.  Where rioting was
prevalent, water cannons and tear gas were used
against those rioting, and 245 people were arrested.

continued on page 7

SOCIALISM IN
WESTERN EUROPE

Special Thanks to Mr. Taylor for the
Urinetown photos throughout this issue!

THE GENERAL

“ AND SO THE RESIDENTS
OF URINETOWN

TRIUMPHED AND LIVED
HAPPILY EVER

AFTER…ALMOST .”
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ABORTION continued from page 1

What I believe all abortion debates boil down to is
not what is considered a life, or who is allowed to have
abortions and under what circumstances, but rather
how much say the government can have in a woman's
decision. It's all well and good for people to express
their personal opinions, but should they be able to say
what should happen to someone else, most likely
someone they don't even know? Maybe Rounds and
all the other government officials who are so worried
about abortion should be directing their energy and
finances toward educating people about their sexual
behavior and making the consequences for rape more
prohibitive. Maybe that way abortion might not be a
factor in so many cases.

R&R DAY continued from front page

As students filed up the Chapel steps, it was hard
to miss the guy in 19th century garb talking to Mr.
Adams.  "Is this guy serious?" I heard one person
whisper. By the end of his remarkable presentation, it
was clear he was. After walking down the hushed aisle
to the altar, he launched into  his performance; he was
playing the part of Garrison himself, hence the full out
costume.  For about thirty minutes, Mr. Kohlhofer
showed the audience the story of Garrison's life and
his position on slavery. A student couldn't go through
a US history course without mention of the great abo-
litionist's name, but the presentation sharpened every-
one's knowledge of the man himself. More important-
ly, it made clear how important acceptance is, and how
lucky we are to attend a school that accepts the diver-
sity that is humankind. 

Lunch followed Mr. Kohlhofer's presentation, and
much of the conversation concerned what he had said.
He was sitting among the students and was happy to
answer any questions.

Following lunch, everyone made his or her way to
classroom locations for a discussion. Two senior lead-
ers and at least one faculty member were present in
every room, as well as a conglomeration of underclass-
men. Again, it was a time to stretch outside comfort
zones and make new friends. The conversation was
loosely structured and got everyone talking about
such issues as negative labels, what makes a good
friendship, and why it's important to see everyone for
who he or she is at heart, not what he or she looks like
or what you think of his or her background, race, or
sexual orientation. 

The final exercise of the day was by far the most
moving and controversial. Everyone stood in a huge
circle around the gym while Ms. Grant and Mr. Sosa
stood on the stage and made statements regarding
race, gender, economic status and sexual orientation.
If the statement applied to you, you were supposed to
walk to the center of the circle. For some questions,
the group in the center was bigger than the outside
circle. For others, the "group" was two people. Some
of the statements were easy to identify with, while
others were difficult to be honest about. Bravely, peo-
ple entered the center for statements such as "I have
been left out of a situation because of my economic
status" and "I have disrespected someone because of
his or her religion or race." By the end of the exercise,
some people were overwhelmed with emotion. Later
some would criticize the forward nature of the state-
ments, but the general consensus was that it opened
up minds to the true diversity that is present here. R
and R Day turned out to be a great success.
Sometimes it is easy to forget that there are other
kinds of diversity than race and religion; differences in
personality, sexual orientation, economic standing,
family life and even clothing style are evident here. R
and R day brought that to light and made every person
present more aware of the respect that every person,
regardless of any difference, deserves to have. 

by Luke Gilson ‘08

Slobodan Milosevic died on March 11, while still on
trial at The Hague on charges of genocide and crimes
against humanity, at the age of 64. No foul play is sus-
pected, since the autopsy revealed that he died of a
heart attack.

Milosevic's lawyer claimed that he was poisoned
and that the former dictator was denied proper med-
ical treatment (the autopsy has since disproved this
theory). Milosevic's request to go to Russia for med-
ical treatment, made last month, was denied by the
International Criminal Tribunal - nevertheless, a
Serbian pathologist was present at the autopsy to help
quell the concerns of Milosevic's lawyer and family.
"The tribunal has killed my husband," Milosevic's wife
reportedly said.

The trial of this former Serbian leader was sched-
uled to end in only a few months, after four years of
deliberations (it was often halted for medical reasons).
Charged for his promotion of the genocide that took
place during the various wars in the Balkans in the
1990's (Milosevic was the former president of what
once was Yugoslavia), Milosevic led the country
through four wars that destroyed the people and infra-
structure of the area. After each war he managed to
come back strongly as either a communist or a nation-
alist presence.

Slobodan Milosevic became president of Serbia in
1989, and then after his breakup of the former
Yugoslavia in 1991 he provoked Muslims in Bosnia
and Croatia by use of Serbian militias. Then, in 1999,
he responded to an anti-Serbian insurgency with
attacks on the province of Kosovo and then "ethnic
cleansing" in the province. Finally, he was voted out of
office in the year 2000. He was indicted in May 1999
and his trial convened in 2002. 

The public reaction to Milosevic's death was quite
varied. Thousands attended his funeral in his Serbian
hometown, yet, mourners were criticized aggressively
by the Serbian press, and it is reported that up to 3000
people protested the life of the leader. Many wish that
the trial had been completed.

The trials of some of the most brutal Serbian lead-
ers are not finished. Ratko Mladic, accused of planning
the July 1995 massacre at Srebrenica where 8,000
Muslims were killed, has yet to be detained, though
the European Union (EU) has threatened to halt con-
sideration of Serbia's potential membership if he is not
turned over. Hopefully, although Milosevic's trial was
cut short, justice will be done in the cases of the
remaining brutal dictators, not only of the Balkans,
but of the world.

SLOBODAN M ILOSEVIC
Dies During Genocide Trial at The Hague

Mr. Kohlhofer, keynote speaker of the 2006 R & R day.

With the end of my time here at Wooster fast
approaching, I have felt pangs of fear.  What does the
future truly have in store for me, and for my friends and
classmates?  When the staff of The General stumbled
across this article from the April 1943 issue of The
Wooster General, I was struck by how it resonated with
the uneasiness I myself am experiencing.  This article has
special meaning because it deals with the fear and appre-
hension of heading to war, yet still holds many truths for
those getting ready to graduate this June.  We are about
to begin the journey of discovering our own futures, and
that experience transcends the decades.

-Sarah Szen, Columns Editor

Tomorrow 
April 1943

"As the school year is drawing to its end, there are
many of us who wonder just what the future has in
store.  Some of us are assured of at least a few months
in college, but many of us have no exact knowledge of
what they will be engaged in six months from now.
Those who have already been deferred until gradua-
tion have probably the best idea of what awaits them,
but even they are curious as to what branch they will
aim for.

No matter which of the boats we are in, we will all
readily admit that the immediate future is very dark
and foreboding.  It will perhaps be many years before
we can call our future our own, and to do so we must
sacrifice ourselves if need be.  But it is not for our-
selves that we are so willing to jeopardize our lives and
health. Many of us will know no other alma mater
than Wooster, and consequently the ties between this
graduating class will be stronger than those of any
class previous.  Thus the least we can do for the school
which nurtured us is to make sure that the boys of
Wooster in the years to come have a future, and one of
their own choosing.

Looking forwards, we can see an obligation which
claims our entire thought and endeavor, and until this
debt is paid we can not truthfully call our lives our
own."

As I think about college and my upcoming departure
from Wooster in June, I would like to share with you
some of the advice that I have acquired from various
members of the Wooster faculty. Most of the follow-
ing "words of wisdom" can be used in virtually any sit-
uation, and I feel ready to take on anything with them
in my pockets. 
Whenever you want very precise notes, remember to "use

a ruler!"
If someone bothers you, just say "baaaad sheep!"
If anyone offers you free things, say "sí, sí, sí!"

When you are at your first job and want to impress your
boss, just "tuck in your shirt!"

You might hear "squirtable offense!" when you factor
incorrectly.

If you ever need someone to quiet down, say, "too much
noise!"

When meeting someone for the first time, just say, "how
dooo you do?"

"Stop chattering!" is what you can say to your sister when
she's bothering you.

"Mmmkay" is appropriate for any situation.
"Hey! Everybody pay attention!" is good to use with kids

when they won't listen.
If you ever need someone's attention, just say, "it's very,

very important." 
And when you want a reaction, you can always employ,

"any thoughts, gang?" 

Special thanks to Mr. Chong, Ms. Dumoski, Mr. Adams,
Mr. Hackett, Mr. Stunt, Mr. Jones, Ms. Read, Mr. Leib,
Mr. MacElhiney, Mr. Levy, Ms. Najman, and Mr. Sosa.

PREFECT ’S PERSPECTIVE
Hannah Reed
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ON MARCH 27, WESTERN AUSTRALIA BRACED FOR ITS

sixth cyclone of the season, which, though downgrad-
ed to a Category One storm, could disrupt Australia's
main port for oil and gas.

AFTER A HORRIFIC CRASH DURING WARM -UP LAPS FOR

THE Toyota 300, Indy Driver Paul Dana passed away
around midday on March 27.

A REPORT RELEASED BY THE PENTAGON ON MARCH

24 reported that a Russian Ambassador to the United
States leaked information on troop movements to
Saddam Hussein during the US invasion in 2003. The
report is based on documents found in Iraq; however,
the Russian government denies any involvement.

JAPAN DEFEATED CUBA ON MARCH 21 TO WIN THE

first ever World Baseball Classic. The US lost early on
in the competition to Mexico.

ALEXANDER LUKASHENKO WON THE BELARUSIAN

elections on March 20. This will be his third term as
president, but his most recent election involved many
protests over the alleged rigging of elections. Also, he
closed down many newspapers and barred many for-
eign observers before the elections.

THE UN G ENERAL ASSEMBLYESTABLISHED THE UN
Human Rights Council on March 16. It is to replace
the former Commission on Human Rights, which has
lost much of its credibility over its politicization and
the abuses committed by countries which served on
the Commission. There were only four countries that
voted against it, including The US and Israel.

THE FORMER PRESIDENT OF YUGOSLAVIA , SLOBODAN

Milosevic, was found dead in his cell on March 11
while on trial at The Hague for genocide and crimes
against humanity.

THE CONTROVERSIAL PATRIOT ACT WAS RENEWED BY

the House of Representatives on March 7 and was
then sent to President Bush to be signed into law. The
Act was set to expire on March 16.

ON MARCH 5, MIKE ROUNDS , THE GOVERNOR OF

South Dakota, signed a ban on abortion, making it
law. The law bans all abortions including abortions for
rape victims or victims of incest. The bill goes into
effect in July.

OVER THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS , THE AVIAN BIRD

Flu has continued to spread. Deaths are now reported
in Turkey and four European countries. The total
death toll has surpassed 100.

THOUSANDS ARE DEAD AFTER THE LANDSLIDES OF

February 11 in the Philippines. Very heavy rains and a
small earthquake triggered the slides; 85 survivors had
been recovered as of March 11.

THOUSANDS MARCHED IN CALIFORNIA AND ALL OVER

the country on the weekend of March 26, protesting a
bill that would broaden current immigration. 

WORLD N EWS

UPDATE
COMMUNITY

N EWS
A TWO -WEEK TRIAL LUNCH SYSTEM WAS INTRODUCED

recently to try and cut down on waste and improve
the overall lunch process. Students lined up for a buf-
fet-style lunch. While the effects of this trial period
have yet to be released, the kitchen staff did note that
the amount of waste decreased greatly. 

A GROUP OF PARENTS CHOSE AND PAINTED THE WEST

Coburn stairwell in bright colors. Pale green, pink,
blue, and yellow tones now adorn the walls of one of
the most used stairwell on campus.

MARCH 1 MARKED THE FIRST OF WHAT MANY HOPE

will be a long line of R and R Days. The Upper School
discussed the effects of stereotypes and the issue of
respect as it pertains to life in and out of Wooster,
among other things.

STUDENTS TRAVELED TO N EW YORK C ITY ON

February 28 to participate in the Midnight Run. They
delivered clothes, blankets and meals to the homeless.
The volunteers included 40 students who helped pre-
pare for the Run, and 10 students who went into the
cold to help those in need.

17 STUDENTS DEDICATED ONE WEEK OF THEIR SPRING

Break to work on the literary magazine, echo, under
the leadership of Senior Editor, Katie Asselin, the staff
worked to produce the magazine which is due to come
out in late April. 

13 WOOSTER REPRESENTATIVES TRAVELLED DOWN TO

Philadelphia for the second week of March Break
where they participated in various community service
projects.

WINTER SPORTS RECORDS
GV BASKETBALL : 15-5
BV BASKETBALL : 10-11
GJV BASKETBALL : 14-3
BJV BASKETBALL : 9-7

CT COLT
POETRY RECITATION CONTEST

WINNERS
ORESTECIACCHE

Gold medal
MS Native Italian 

MARCO ARIENZO
Silver medal
Russian II

M ICHAEL GLUKHOVSKY
Gold medal
Russian V

KATIE SILVERSTEIN
Silver medal
Spanish IV

LESLIE DURAN
Bronze medal
Native Spanish 

Congratulations to everyone who attended!

FESTIVAL JAZZ PRESENTED BY ARTS H ORIZON , PLAYED

at Wooster as part of the Black History Month cele-
breations.

THE FIRST SLAM POETRY NIGHT WAS HELD RECENTLY .
One notable act was the Mr. King's accompaniment
on the saxophone to Mrs. King's poetry reading.

SENIOR LEADERSHIP APPOINTEMENTS

Senior Prefect : Alyssa Schechter

EAST CAMPUS
Prefect : Evan Skorpen

Art Center Proctors : Alex Nemeth & Elizabeth
Cameron

Grounds : Allison Pottasch & Sean Neville
McAlister : Emma Mustich

M IDDLE SCHOOL

First Floor : Mallory McLoughlin
Second Floor : Jose Espinosa

Recycling: Jordan Frey & William Rosenstein
Wellington Cottage: Monaliza Martinez

CENTRAL CAMPUS
Prefect : Chelsea Gilchrist

COBURN

Third Floor : Katie Silverstein
Second Floor : Hannah Leonard

Dining Room 
Proctor : Jack Orr

Head Waiter: Phil Yellen
Lunchtime Setter-Up : Josh Fisher

Three PM Setter-Up : Dillon Geyselaers
Lunchtime KP : Matt Gibbons
Three PM KP : John Francisco

Chapel : Michael Quansah
LIBRARY

Proctor : Jane Timm
Captains : Samantha Pious & Sarah Moran

Student Center : Kathryn Koch
Supplies Vladi Kostek

WEST CAMPUS
Prefect : Caitlyn Sommers

Gym Proctor : Chelsea Gotch
Alumni Gym : Will Julian

Reception Center : Natasha Tchourilova
Girls Locker Room : Krista Bottini

Young Gym : David Williams
Boys Locker Room/Weight Room: 

Mike Weiss
Small Gym : Lars Dahlgren

Gym Lobby : Jenniqua Groom
Music Building : Kate Hampilos

SCIENCE BUILDING

First Floor : Adam Jasensky
Second Floor : Tess Bingham
Technology : David Becroft
Theater : Anne Woodward
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V A C A T I O N V I E W S

Tourists are warned of impending danger in the Turks and
Caicos.

The Svenningsens, Mr. Leib, Ben Leib, and Luke Gilson
met up in Florida for some Walt Disney fun this Spring
Break

WOOSTER TRIP TO GREECE

Nelson’s Column in Tralfalgar Square

ALTERNATIVE SPRING BREAK
PHILADELPHIA

A coastal view in Antigua

We’d like to thank our contributers, Mrs.
Westerberg, Mallory McLoughlin ‘07, 
Mr. Leib, Tim Fitzsimons ‘06, and

Amanda Greenberg ‘06

Primary school children learn the basics of art history at the
National Gallery in London, Tim Fitzsimons ‘06
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by Emma Mustich ‘07
Most of us know a little about the man after whom

our school was named, and I have heard various
rumors about his life, from students and faculty,
mostly concerning the cause of his death. But I think
it is important that we know more about him than
simply the fact that he fought and died in the
Revolutionary War, and I therefore offer the following
brief historical biography:

The man who would become General David
Wooster spent nearly all of his early life in
Connecticut: he was born about 40 miles from the
present location of Wooster School, in Stratford,
Connecticut; he attended Yale, then a fledgling
College with only three tutors, who served as the sole
faculty (founded at the turn of the eighteenth century
as the Collegiate School, Yale moved to New Haven
in 1716 and was known by the name "Yale" starting
two years later), graduating in 1738. In 1739, at the
outbreak of the War of Jenkins' Ear (a war between
the British and the Spanish over piracy on the high
sea), he joined the navy and became a captain in 1745.
But his ties to Connecticut were not cut, because
within years he was married to the daughter of the
then president of Yale, Mary Clap (her father, the
Reverend Thomas Clap, was, according to Gary
Bartlett "thoroughly disliked by his students for his
despotic ways"; he was Rector of the College 1740-
1766), universally acknowledged by historians as
"beautiful and accomplished".

The British colonies in North America during the
period before the French and Indian War (which last-
ed, in America, from 1754-1763. and in Europe was
known as the Seven Years' War) were not especially
exemplary in terms of unity - still to come was the
onslaught of laws and taxes from the common enemy,
the Parliament in London, that would cause the
extremist Revolution; until the first in the series of
Acts that would include the infamous Stamp Act, the
colonies were, for all intents and purposes, separate
countries, with separate cultures, religions, ancestors,
and forms of government. So it is fair to say that dur-
ing the French and Indian War, any Americans who
were fighting were fighting on the side of the British,
and with the British, and for the British; only during
the revolutionary war did loyalty to King George III
become a crime. David Wooster joined a Connecticut
regiment under Colonel Andrew Burr, and fought for
the capture of the French colony of Louisburg the
siege was successful, but in 1748, three years after its
capture, Louisburg was returned to the French by the
Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, which ended the War of the
Austrian Succession. Until 1748, however, Wooster
stayed at Louisburg, appointed by the British to
defend his conquest. The British, pleased with his
efforts, gave him the command of a cartel ship (used
to convey French prisoners back to France and British
prisoners from France to Britain) (according to
Wooster's biography in the National Portrait Gallery
of Distinguished Americans, published in 1835); when
he landed in Great Britain, Wooster immediately
became a court favorite, and was allowed to join the
army as a captain under Sir William Pepperel.

Around 1750, Wooster founded the first
Connecticut Freemasons' lodge (he had encountered
the ideas of this group in Europe). Freemasons,
according to the current Grand Lodge [of
Freemasons] of England, are members (only males can
be Freemasons) of a "secular fraternal society" that
believe in the following three "great principles": 

Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth. "Discussion of poli-
tics at Masonic meetings is forbidden," writes the
Grand Lodge, and "the essential qualification for
admission into and continuing membership is a belief
in a Supreme Being." Such ideas were attractive to
Wooster. Other prominent Freemasons of history,
according to the Grand Lodge, include John James
Audubon, John Jacob Astor, Henry Ford, and
Frederick the Great of Prussia. School Archivist Mr.
William Street '80 points out that Wooster School was
not named after David Wooster because of his actions
in the Revolutionary War; rather, the school's founder,
Aaron Coburn, himself a Freemason, named the
school for the father of Freemasonry in Connecticut.

At the outbreak of the Seven Years' War, Wooster
was sent back to the colonies as a colonel to lead a reg-
iment of Connecticut soldiers. He rose to commander
before the war came to an end (by the Treaty of Paris
in 1763). After he returned to his family (two of his
four children survived infancy), he was appointed cus-
toms collector for the port of New Haven. Samuel
Orcutt, in his History of the Old Town of Derby,
Connecticut, 1642-1880, is quick to point out, though,
that however he may have been privileged by the court
of England, when the time came Wooster was a thor-
oughly American patriot, and "he did not hesitate to
take sides with his native country, and his pen and his
sword were actively employed in the defense of its
rights," even though, as we have recognized, the
colonies were not yet really a country. [It is important
to note that the account just cited, and another major
account used in this biography (National Portrait
Gallery of Distinguished Americans), often have
wordings or whole paragraphs that are exactly the
same; since the latter account was written first, we can
either assume that the author of the second was pla-
giarizing (or reproducing with permission), or that
one or both of the works has been mis-cited on the
internet.]

Wooster's actions during the Revolutionary War
brought him into the full view of the public - and not
always for good reasons. His age (he was born in
1710) worked against him, making him nearly useless
in his last few battles. When General Montgomery,
famous for the failed siege of Quebec, died, General
Wooster was given his command, and with it major
responsibility for the colonial army in Canada, which
many would say that he was unable to handle proper-
ly. Although he appealed to Congress, due to the dire
situation of his subordinates, for aid in the form of
provisions, such help did not arrive as soon as it
should have, and the Canadian campaign became
increasingly chaotic. General Wooster was recalled in
June 1776 due to his incompetence. After asking
Congress to organize an inquiry into the situation,
Wooster was acquitted; however, he ultimately
resigned his command, only months before fighting
and dying in the Battle of Ridgefield in 1777. In prepa-
ration for this battle, Wooster and his troops marched
across what is now Wooster School land.

General Wooster died at home on May 2, 1777,
days after having been shot off his horse in the midst
of what is called alternately the Battle of Danbury or
the Battle of Ridgefield, depending on the town of res-
idence of the person who is referring to it - he was
shot while yelling, to encourage his fellow soldiers,
"never mind such random shots!" Phillis Wheatley, the
famous African-American colonial-era poet, wrote a
poem to mark Wooster's death, which begins:

From this the Muse rich consolation draws 

He nobly perish'd in his Country's cause

His Country's Cause that ever fir'd his mind

Where martial flames, and Christian virtues join'd.

Wooster School alumnus George Ellis '38 wrote a
biography of Wooster in 1994; a copy of this book is in
the school library. The following site contains links to
many useful and interesting pages on General Wooster,
several of which were used in the preparation of this arti-
cle: <http://skaneateles.org/gen_wooster.html>.

GENERAL DAVID WOOSTER
A LOOK AT WOOSTER’S N AMESAKE GENERAL DON QUIXOTE DAY

THE MAN BEHIND THE CELEBRATION .

by Katie Asselin ‘06

The Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary's defini-
tion of the word "quixotic" is: "Foolishly impractical
especially in the pursuit of ideals; especially marked by
rash lofty romantic ideas or extravagantly chivalrous
action."  We here at Wooster have embraced that defi-
nition - and altered it somewhat to fit Wooster's own
philosophy. My interpretation of it is, "Being frivolous
in nature while still maintaining Wooster's attitude of
excellence outside the schoolroom."

According to my sources, it didn't start out that
way, though. It's not certain in what year Don
Quixote Day originated, but it's supposed that it start-
ed in the early or mid sixties, in a tumultuous time of
Wooster's - and the nation's - history. It is known,
though, that DQ Day, as it has come to be called, was
instated under Wooster's second headmaster John D.
Verdery and that, though DQ Day is now a yearly
event anticipated by the entire school, it was not, orig-
inally, a yearly, or even bi-yearly, thing. It was orga-
nized on the whim of the headmaster periodically
throughout the sixties and seventies-quixotic to the
core. 

Mr. Eynon, who has taught here at Wooster since
1958 and been a Wooster legend in his own right (for-
give me Mr. Eynon, but it had to be said), remarked
that the "dynamics were different". Of course, no one
should forget that Wooster was created as an all-boys'
boarding school, so yes, it would have been different
at one time. According to Mr. Eynon, there was no
real organization: the boys could do whatever they
wanted as long as it was on campus. When prompted,
Eynon remembered one year when the water fights
got "out of hand and carried in from the roads and the
fields into the dorms themselves. Needless to say, the
day ended earlier than usual."  Ah, the good ol' days. 

Beloved friend and former headmaster John
Cheeseman remembers the seven Don Quixote Days
he called throughout his career. "I got more of a kick
out of it than anyone. I'd call the weathermen days in
advance and [my wife] would advise me," he said. It
can't be forgotten that every DQ Day, without fail,
Mr. Cheeseman could be seen wearing his Don
Quixote tie, depicting none other than Don Quixote
himself, and heard reading the story of Don Quixote
to the whole assembled school.

It should also be said that Don Quixote De La
Mancha was written by Spanish author Cervantes in
1605. It is the tale of an impractical knight who tilts at
windmills and generally causes a ruckus being idealis-
tic and trying to do good in the world.

Mr. Cheeseman speculated that Verdery, out of
this spirit, called the first DQ Day and "waved his
wand and said, 'let's all have a ball today…no classes!'" 

There is no doubt that DQ Day is anticipated
weeks before it actually happens and that there is
much rumor and guesswork circulating the school in
the days before its occurrence. One should ask the
question, though: what will "quixotic" mean at
Wooster in years to come? It's evidently changed, as
Mr. Eynon's testimony proves; just how much more
will it change? I only hope that as the years progress,
the spirit of Don Quixote will live on and that, in Mr.
Eynon's own words, we will still "honor a quixotic
approach to life that day."  

Don Quixote and his faithful servant

w
eb.cortland.edu
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by Emma Mustich ‘07

I would not usually, perhaps not ever, categorize an
SAT-prep book as "literature". But, although such vol-
umes are hardly bedtime reading, there is one such
book that makes up in humor and in cleverness what it
lacks in terms of interesting subject matter.

Up Your Score: The Underground Guide to the SAT
is updated every so often by students who have
achieved perfect scores on the Scholastic Aptitude
Test; every time it is updated, the authors of the first
edition, who were teenagers "[before] the Cosby Show
and Vanilla Ice", pick not only a student who has
excelled on the test, but one who has done so because
he or she has used a previous edition of the book.

The book is irreverent. Sections that provide truly
helpful tricks for the math, English, and writing sec-
tions are interspersed with such ridiculous chapters as
that on various methods of filling in the bubbles on
the test (including the Vertical Lines Method, the
Artist Cross-Hatching Method, the Moron Dot
Method, and the Suicide Doodle Method), and such
pages as the one set up like an answer sheet and meant
for timed practice of simply filling in circles (so that
no time is lost in between questions). Almost every
reference to the College Board or the Educational
Testing Service (ETS), nicknamed the "Evil Testing
Serpent", is backed with a subtle (or not-so-subtle)
barb, e.g. "Proctors: Mindless Slaves of the ETS" or
"Guessing, or The ETS Strikes Back."

But the aforementioned "helpful tricks" really are
invaluable for those seeking to improve their vocabu-
laries (each definition has some homophone in it, so
that the words are easily remembered) or to hone their
mathematical expertise (lists of important theorems
and rules are heavily illustrated with examples). Time-
saving techniques and guessing strategies are helpful
for nervous test-takers, too. There are even tips con-
cerning what to bring into the test: "If you arrive at
the testing area without your mind, you are sure to do
poorly on the test. (There have been reports of test
takers in California who scored above 800 without
their minds; these rumors have been investigated and
have been found to be vicious hoaxes)."

Although there are many SAT review books and
courses available to the high school student, few
approach the subject with the humor, style, or even
general helpfulness of Up Your Score. Perhaps it is not
a coincidence that a book that does not take itself
entirely seriously, and that can apply humor as well as
technique to what for some is a trying experience, is
so successful.

BOOKS IN GENERAL
AUTHOR EMMA MUSTICH EXAMINES

SOME AN UNCONVENTIONAL
PIECE OF LITERATURE

Dear Madeline,
I recently had a tough breakup with a boyfriend.

I'm having some trouble getting over it, and I'm pretty
sure that someone as wise as you are will have some

advice for me.
Sincerely,

Crushed in California

Dear Crushed,
Difficult to believe, I know, but even

our own citizen of the world, Madeline
has had her heart broken before. Yes, it's
true. So I know a thing or two that will
have you putting down that pint of
Haagen Dasz, and catching the next plane
to Mykynos to meet up with your very
own gorgeous Greek shipping heir!

Now it sounds like this breakup was a
rather hard one for you, so we will have
to take some extreme measures. My nor-
mal suggestions of retail therapy or a

European holiday just won't cut it! You need to make
sure that you feel secure about yourself and the
breakup. So here's your plan!

Strike up a conversation with a couple of your ex's
best guy pals. They'll be very interested when you
mention your fondness for baseball and begin to dis-
cuss the fabulous game that was on last night. Just as
your discussion heats up begin to express you relief
that you can finally watch the sports that you want to
without compromising with your ex's affection for
competitive figure skating. Tell them you knew how
much he loved Michelle Kwan, but you did think that
buying the skating costume that she wore at the
Olympics on e-bay for one grand was a bit excessive.
Then mention how when he took you to New York
City for your birthday he paused in front of the ice
skating rink at Rockefeller Plaza. Then, letting go of
your hand, he covered his face in agony, and as you
saw a tear stream down his face he whispered "one
day…that will be me."

If that doesn't get you the revenge you're looking
for, I can't help you, because his friends will never be
able to look at him again without thinking of him in a
pink skating uniform and tights! You'll surely be over
this fool now…and besides, he could never love you as
much as Kwan anyway!

Signing off Dearie!
Love,

~Madeline

Dear Madeline,
My parents really want me to

go to college next year, but I don't
think I'm ready. I've applied to some
really good schools, and have a good
chance of being accepted, but I really
want to pursue a music career next
year. Any advice in convincing my
parents to support my dreams?

Sincerely,
Day Dreaming in Denver

Dear Daydreaming,
Oh l'horreur! I cannot

believe that your parents will not
support their precious little princess
on her dreams of super-stardom. Never fear!
Madeline's got some ideas that will have you singing
those blues away!

I suppose all of these schools to which you
have applied have some sort of open house or visit you
can go on, no? Make sure to attend the ones where
your parents want you to go most. While there, make
sure that you go to the dean of admissions for a pri-
vate interview to discuss your academic future at that
college. When he or she questions you about your
chosen course of study, ask them if they offer a major
in partying or table dancing. Tell him or her that if
they do, this is most definitely THE RIGHT
SCHOOL FOR YOU! Go on to tell them that you
would love to start a few clubs that you were not
allowed to start at your high school, like the streaking
club, or the push old ladies as they cross the street
club. Make sure you emphasize what a champ you
were at both of these activities!

Now, if these schools accept you after this
interview, I do not want to know what they're teach-
ing! I'm sure after your devastating shock that you
have been rejected at your top schools, your parents
will be much more sympathetic to your taking a year
off to find your voice!

Au Revoir et Bonne Chance!
Much Love, 
~Madeline

Dear Madeline...
Socialite Madeline Long Vandertramp offers

some valuable advice to readers

SOCIALISM continued from page 2
With youth unemployment at 23% nationwide and

50% among impoverished youth, the need for reform
in socialist France has never been greater, yet the
youth are not accepting the loss of certain privileges.
The French have dug themselves into a hole, for now
the population expects certain benefits from the gov-
ernment, which understands that revoking socialist
benefits is necessary to remaining competitive in the
international market.

Western Europe is destined to become drastically
less relevant to the world's economic stage, without
economic, political, or military power, if it does not
begin to move away from socialism.  Despite the bene-
fits it provides to the workers and the population,
socialism ultimately fails, and these benefits, in many
cases, even end up hurting the workers, since busi-
nesses are hurt by socialism, leading to unemployment
and low wages. In addition to that, no investor wants
to invest in an economy with restrictions on its busi-
nesses that prevent these businesses from being suc-
cessful.  Therefore, capital does not enter the country,
and if investors feel the urge to invest outside of the
country, capital may even leave the country.  Yet, as
capital is leaving Western Europe, the American,
Eastern European (excluding Russian), Chinese, and
Indian economies are expanding rapidly, as power
shifts dramatically away from Western Europe.
For more information on international economics, visit:
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html -Cole Tucker-Walton ‘09
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Question: What was your worst travel experi-
ence?
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AMANDA GREENBERG ‘06
My father made me cry in front
of the airline official so we
could get on the last flight out.

RYAN EICK ‘09
After being really badly sun-
burned skiing, the trash disposal
flooded our entire hotel room!

SARAH SZEN ‘06
In Ghana, I found a spider in my
bed and tried to sleep on the floor.
I doused the area with bug spray
and nearly choked on the fumes.

TIM FITZSIMONS ‘06
Part of the chic mystique of a
reastaurant in Shanghai was a
secret entry code. It took us
many, many tries to get in.

THE MENAGERIE
BY RYAN EICK ‘09

THE POOKA
No creature is more feared in Ireland than the

Pooka. This may be because it is always out and about
after nightfall, creating harm and mischief, and
because it can assume a large amount of terrifying
forms. The shape in which it most often reveals itself,
however, is that of a sleek, dark horse with sulphurous
yellow eyes and a long, wild mane. With these fea-
tures, it roams large areas of countryside at night, tear-
ing down fences and gates, scattering terrified live-
stock, trampling crops, and
generally doing damage
around remote farms. In
rural areas of County
Down, the Pooka becomes a
small, deformed goblin who
demands a share of the crop
at the end of the harvest: for
this reason some of the
product, known as the
'Pooka's share', are left
behind by the reapers. The
Pooka also has the power of
human speech, and has been
known to stop in front of
certain houses and call out
the names of those it wants to take upon its midnight
rambles. If the chosen people refuse, the Pooka will
vandalize their property, because it is a very vengeful
beast.

THE CHANGELING
For the wee folk in Ireland, birth is a very painful

experience, and offspring nearly always come out dead
or deformed. The wee folk, being very selective, never
want to raise deformed
children, so they steal
human babies, leaving
the handicapped babies,
or Changelings, in the
place of the human chil-
dren. These
Changelings are said to
look like "wee wizened
monkeys", with very
foul tempers, and very
few, if any, redeeming
qualities. They are scrawny and unpleasant; they
empty entire pantries and are still hungry; and they
constantly utter deafening screams. While most babies
are cute and supposedly bring good luck, the
changeling is hideously ugly and brings only poverty
and misfortune to its adopted human parents.
Changelings very rarely live longer than about twelve
years. The Changelings do have one redeeming quali-
ty, however: they can play amazing music. 

There are many ways to get rid of changelings,
most of which are rather
violent. The least violent
involves tricking the
Changeling into revealing
the fact that he or she is
actually really old. Other
methods include forcing
poisonous foxglove down
the creature's throat,
smothering him in salt and
throwing him in a fire-
place, and beating him with

a piece of iron. But prevention being better than cure,
it is better to take all precautions to prevent your child
from being stolen by the wee folk. Such measures
include baptizing the baby very early, tying a cross
around his or her neck, putting opened scissors in his
or her crib, and placing the father's trousers over the
bed.

THE BANSHEE
If anybody has read X-Men comics, he or she

might be familiar with Banshee, a mutant Irishman
who can scream quite loudly. But the Banshee of

Ireland is an entirely dif-
ferent creature. Legend
has it that the Banshees
will cry out the name of
anybody in the five
major Irish families
(these are the O'Neills,
the O'Briens, the
O'Connors, the
O'Gradys and the
Kavanaghs) who is about
to die. Intermarriage

with other families, however, has increased the list of
families for whom the Banshees cry. Banshees are very
rarely seen, and those who have seen them describe
them as women (of varying age) with eyes reddened
by tears. Banshees are sometimes also seen by river-
banks, washing the bloodstained clothes of those
about to die. But no matter what, the Banshee's mere
presence has always struck fear - or even death - into
the hearts of its viewers or its victims.

MALLORY MCLOUGHLIN ‘07
We drove to Maine and back in
one day because our hotel reserva-
tions got cancelled. 20 hours in the
car!
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